
HOW SCORE HELPED

COME ON IN

We’re Open

Lorinda relies on her 10+ years of 
grant writing experience to guide 
her clients in acquiring funds 
from government, local and 
private funders. 

Grants Ink
Small Business Journey

For me to get to the SCORE workshops, it 
was a two-hour bus ride, but I learned 
more from those workshops than I ever 
did in business school. I took as many 
workshops as I could — every single 
workshop that I could take, I would take.”

Ricardo gives me amazing feedback. He taught 
me the importance of taking emotionality out of 
business. He’s a numbers guy. I’m more of a 
creative. I look at things from an emotional 
perspective. He asks ‘What do the numbers tell 
us?’ This has helped me streamline my business 
so incredibly much. I’ve experienced more 
growth with him than I ever had before. 
It’s so so useful.”

Ready to start your journey? 
Find a mentor at SCORE.org

1990
At age five, Lorinda launches her 
first business selling original 
artwork to family members. Her 
entrepreneurial journey begins...

A lot of people are miserable with their work 
because they haven’t found their path. Me? This is 
1000 percent what I’m meant to do. What we do has 
an impact on places and situations that one doesn’t 
even know exists. It’s a tiny drop in moving the world 
forward. I love my work.”  

Since its start, Grants Ink has successfully achieved 
more than $17M in grant funds for organizations 
devoted to doing good in their communities, 
helping over 100 nonprofit organizations and 
social enterprises located throughout the United 
States, Africa, and Latin America.

My mentors are available 
to me anytime I need them. 
They keep me on track.”

I used to be a student 
and now I’m an instructor. 
It’s pretty cool.”

2007
Lorinda leaves business 
school after she realized 
they were teaching her to 
be an employee — not an 
entrepreneur. 

Ricardo Casas

SCORE MENTOR

2017
Lorinda teaches her first workshop at 
SCORE called “SCORE That Grant” in the 
fundamentals of the grant funding industry.

2015
Lorinda takes her writing and research skills, and 
her passion for making a difference in people’s lives 
and turns them into a career path, founding Grants 
Ink, a small business designed to provide access to 
grant writing services and training for non-profits 
and social enterprises, regardless of size and budget.

2006
Lorinda leaves her job in HR when she realizes 
a typical corporate job was not for her. She 
needed a career that spoke to her skills and 
passions, while also providing her the 
autonomy and flexible work environment she 
needed as a person who uses a wheelchair

Ricardo Casas, one of Lorinda’s 
mentors coaches her at least 
twice per month, typically 
working on a specific project, 
like overhauling her accounting. 

2007
Lorinda attends her first 
SCORE workshop.  

I signed up for a SCORE mentor because they were much more 
supportive of my entrepreneurial journey than my professors. When I 
went to them, I knew I wanted to have my own business. I wanted to 
have my own work life. But when I would go to school, my professors 
were totally against it, so I realized I needed someone else to give me 
another opinion. SCORE helped me realize it was a viable option and I 
totally could do it.”  

I didn’t have anyone in my personal 
life that could give me this guidance 
and school wasn’t doing it either. 
SCORE was the one resource that 
could give me the tools I needed.” 

Lorinda Gonzalez
Miami, Florida
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