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Manuscript Guidelines
Thank you for your interest in submitting an article for publication in the Virginia
Trial Lawyers Association’s Journal. The Journal is published quarterly and is sent to
every member of VTLA and the judiciary in Virginia.
Our articles generally focus on practical legal information written in an entertaining
and educational manner. The Journal is not a law review publication. Articles tend
to be of immediate value to VTLA members by giving them timely information and
practice tips.
Articles published in The Journal deal with topics in the following broad subject areas:
products liability, medical-legal issues, criminal law, domestic relations, general torts,
workers’ compensation, and trial/practice advocacy.
Every article submitted to The Journal is considered by the VTLA Publications
Committee, which meets quarterly, to accept, deny and/or edit submissions.

Editorial Policy
The Publications Committee of Virginia Trial Lawyers Association (VTLA) reserves
the right to accept, deny and/or edit articles and article headlines submitted for
publication in The Journal for substance, clarity and/or space considerations. Authors
are granted the right to review edited articles upon request, however, the Committee
retains final approval regarding the article’s publication.

Copyright
All articles published in The Journal are copyrighted by and shall remain the property
of VTLA. Articles may be copied or reprinted only with the permission and at the
sole discretion of VTLA.

Manuscript Guidelines
Length: Generally, articles typically run around 10 double-spaced, typed
pages (or an approximate word count of 2,000-4,000), although some
subject areas obviously require more and some may require less.
Footnotes: Where footnotes are necessary, please place the citations and
notes on a separate page and not within the body of the text. Endnotes
should be kept to a minimum. Legal references should follow the
Uniform System of Citation (Blue Book).

Form: Please submit your article via email, preferably in Word format.
Biographical Information/Photo: Please submit with your article, a black/white
photograph (passport size is fine) and a brief biographical sketch.
Compensation: No compensation is offered for any article in The Journal.
Previously Published Articles: Exceptional articles printed in other forums will be
considered.
Contact: All communications concerning submission of articles should be directed to:
Valerie M. O’Brien
Managing Editor, The Journal
Virginia Trial Lawyers Association
919 East Main Street
Suite 620
Richmond, VA 23219
(804) 343-1143 • (800) 267-8852 • e-mail vobrien@vtla.com

