


Meet the Tennessee Bar Association's
first woman president, Pamela L. Reeves

Support from Family, Law Partners and Friends Make
Presidency Possible

This article is an excerpt from and online audio interview with Pam Reeves. You can listen to the complete interview in the radio
area of TBALink.

Pam Reeves, the Tennessee Bar Association's first female president, brings experience, vision and
well-rounded leadership to the TBA. Reeves -- a Knoxville lawyer, University of Tennessee College
of Law graduate and partner with the Knoxville law firm of Watson, Hollow & Reeves -- has served
in numerous leadership roles in the TBA and the Knoxville Bar Association over the past decade.
Pam's leadership in this 7,500-membership organization will surely be history in the making.

How long have you been practicing law?
What is your practice area?
I got my license in October of 1979. Primarily, my practice area involves defense of employment
discrimination and civil rights cases. I do a lot of sexual harassment work, race discrimination,
Americans with Disabilities, that kind of thing.

What prompted you to become a lawyer?
I guess the honest reason is that I was about to graduate from college with a history degree and
couldn't really think of a way to make money with a history degree so I went to law school. I think
also a part of it was even then, reading a lot of history and realizing the role lawyers play in society.
I knew I wanted to have a voice in it.

How does it feel to be the first female president of the TBA?
Well, I try not to think too much about the fact that I'm the first female. There's a lot of pressure in
this position already without adding anything else to it, but I'm honored, very honored, to be the
first woman. I'm also so very excited because I know I won't be the last. There's already a person
who will be the president two years after me who is also female, so I think it shows that it is
definitely going to continue to be an organization that welcomes diversity. When I think about the
important role that women have played in the judicial system in the state of Tennessee, I'm just
honored to be able to step into these shoes and hope I'll be able to fill them.

When did you first get involved in the TBA?
I got involved shortly after I got my license to practice. A friend of mine, a lawyer from Memphis,
Bill Haltom, called up one day and asked me if I'd serve on a committee for the Tennessee Young
Lawyers Division. I, of course, had no clue what the Tennessee Young Lawyers Division was, but he
convinced me that it was a worthwhile project, so really from that point on I've been involved, in
some form, either as a committee member or board member or in some organizational capacity
with the bar association.

Why do you continue to be involved in the TBA?
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There are a lot of answers to that question. Number one, are the people I have met over the years
in the bar association. A lot of them have become my nearest and dearest friends. So I stay
involved because I enjoy spending time with them. I've had opportunities within my practice to get
to know some of the best lawyers and definitely the best judges from all across the state. By
working with the judges on a personal level, I think you get to know them on a personal level and
that helps you then when you are dealing with them in the courtroom and that helps you have a
better understanding of them and hopefully they have a better understanding of you.

I have stayed involved also because I'm very committed to the concept of the organized bar and
how it helps the profession. I think that lawyers who are active in the bar association do it because
they feel there is a value to the profession and to the legal system. There's also a lot of opportunity
to provide public service and any time you can do something that helps a member of the public feel
better about our profession and our bar association, that gives you some satisfaction.

What's meant most to you about being in law activities?
Well I guess if you ask about 'law activities,' that breaks down into two forums. As far as the
practice itself goes, to me, anytime I can take the skills and resources I have as a lawyer and use
that to help somebody else solve a legal situation that's important to them, then that's a very
meaningful experience. You still have a good sense that you are actually helping somebody out
when you do that. As far as why I stay involved in the bar or what has meant the most to me about
being involved, I guess that just comes down to the fact that the people I work with are the most
important thing about being involved in the organized bar.

You're married to a lawyer -- how does he feel about your involvement in the TBA?
Well I think it's good in many ways that I'm married to another lawyer because he's also very
involved in the Tennessee Bar Association and other legal organizations so he can share the ideas
and the experiences that we have. He, of course, has many of the same close friends that I have
and that gives him a good opportunity to spend time with them and because he understands a lot
of what I'm going through; I think it makes it easier to survive all the hectic times that come with
being in the bar association.

Speaking of hectic, how do you cope with having an 8- and a 6-year-old, in addition to
practicing law and being involved in the TBA?
Well, number one, I have the world's best husband, who helps a lot. And a very good nanny. Aside
from that, we try to involve them as much as we can. They don't think of trips to bar association
activities as going to a meeting; they see it as an opportunity to stay in a hotel and visit with their
friends who are children of our friends. So that's been a really good experience for them, too. They
get to travel a lot and go to places they enjoy. I think, again, a lot of it means being flexible;
having kids that know their lives are subject to chaos the same way their mom and dad's are, but
they go with the flow. They're pretty good troopers about it.

What's different about the bar association now, as opposed to when you became a
member of the TBA?
Well, I guess there are a number of answers to that question as well. Obviously, as the bar itself
has become more diverse over the years, we've had an increase of diversity in the bar association.
Particularly, I think we have a wonderful track record with regard to female members. We are still
encouraging minority members and hope to make that a major focus of the administration this
year. There has certainly been a huge increase in the number of women who are actively involved
in the practice of law since I started practice in 1979. Consequently, we see more people involved
in the bar association activity.
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Is it difficult for a woman to become involved in the bar?
No, absolutely not. It's not any more difficult for a woman than it is for a man. The bar association
always has a need for good volunteers; if you find a niche or area that you want to be involved in,
all you have to do is let us know and we'll put you to work. There's never any problem with that.
And I truly have never felt over the years, as I've moved up through the various stairs and ladders
of the association, that being a female really had anything to do with it one way or the other.

Why would you recommend that a young lawyer get involved in the TBA?
I think there are lots of reasons to get involved. Realistically, if you took a poll on career
satisfaction, you would find that the lawyers who do bar activities, by and large, feel a lot more
positive about the profession, about the legal process and the general state of being a lawyer.
Because it gives them opportunity to do something that makes a difference. And anytime you have
somebody who's engaged in changing and working with their profession, you get more of a sense
of involvement and satisfaction. I think also that the friendships you develop are helpful. The
connections you make with other lawyers and judges from other parts of the country, the ability to
travel, to visit with these people and share ideas. It just provides you with a lot of opportunity that
you wouldn't have if you stay in your office, bill your 40 hours a week and go home.

What advice would you give someone - male or female -- who aspires to become TBA
president?
I guess the first bit of advice is make sure you have a spouse and partners who are very supportive
of you because I know it's going to be a challenge and demand on them this year, so I appreciate
the fact that I do have a wonderful husband and wonderful law partners who have agreed to let me
do this. Secondly, I think that if you are interested you should just get out there and get involved
as soon as possible. Find out what's going on; find out where the areas of concern are. Figure out
what you can do to bring some enlightenment or some interest into these areas and get out there
and be a part of the team. Because the bar association has a tremendous number of very
committed volunteers. They need good leaders and are always welcome to new leaders.

These are excerpts of the speech Pam Reeves gave as she was sworn in as TBA president. You can read the full text of her
speech on TBALink(R).

'I am honored to stand before you today'

"If you think that being the first female president of the Bar Association is a big deal, think for a
moment how it must feel to be the first First Man."

* * *

"Two other people are here that are more important to me than I could ever begin to describe:
my parents, Fred and Betty Reeves. All I can say is that many times in my life they have been
there to support me and to encourage me. Without them I would never have been able to make
the leap from the hills of Virginia to this podium today."

* * *

"I can also tell you that there are many women in this room today whose accomplishments have
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meant and will continue to mean much more to your day-to-day existence than the mere fact
that I am honored to stand before you today and accept the position of first female president of
the Tennessee Bar Association. There are those women who were among the first to practice law
in this state. There are those women who were the first on the bench at many levels. There are
those women who were the first to stand up in courtrooms filled with men wearing suits and ties
and say, 'Yes, I am a lady lawyer.'

"To those women who were there when times were tough and when it took a great deal of
courage to do what they were doing, I say this: 'Today, we recognize and salute what you have
done. I promise to try very hard to follow in your footsteps and to do what I can to make the
way easier for those who follow me.'"

* * *

"I accept this position with the hope that somewhere today there is a young man or young
woman who will see what a difference a good lawyer can make in people's lives and what a
difference being a lawyer can make in a person's life and will say, 'I too want to grow up to be a
lawyer.'"
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