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SUMMARY OF THE BILL

PROBLEM

AB 2230 (Berman) is a court
efficiencies measure that will
simplify the current procedure for
separate statements. When parties
have a discovery dispute, they file a
motion to compel the discovery
accompanied with a separate
statement. Current court rules
require so much detail in these
separate statements that they often
amount to anywhere from fifty pages
to entire reams of paper. AB 2230
will promote efficiency by giving
judges the option to require either a
full separate statement or instead a
concise outline of the discovery
issues in dispute.

Plaintiff and defense counsel
alike must copy and paste all the
text for each discovery dispute,
creating one massive separate
statement. The objections and
arguments are often the same for
many if not all of the discovery
items in dispute. Nevertheless,
counsel must still copy and paste
each objection and response for
every discovery request. This
process is often tedious and
ultimately has no benefit for
judges that dislike this format.

BACKGROUND
Separate statements detail each
outstanding discovery request, the
response or objection that request,
and the reason the requesting party
is entitled to the discovery. The
format of these discovery requests is
detailed in California Rule of Court
3.1345. Rule of Court 3.1345
requires each discovery request to
include all the text necessary so that
no reference to any other document
is needed.
The example to the right is the
necessary text for ONE discovery
request in a separate statement.

SOLUTION
AB 2230 gives judges the option
to require full separate statements
or an outline of the discovery
issues in dispute. AB 2230 will
allow judges and counsel the
flexibility to more efficiently
litigate cases.
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