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What is Civility Matters®?

The Foundation of the American Board of Trial Advocates is proud to present
Civility Matters, an effort to promote one of the main tenets of ABOTA’s
Constitution:

As a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates, I shall
Always remember that the practice of law is first and foremost a profession.
Encourage respect for the law, the courts, and the right to trial by jury.
Always remember that my word is my bond and honor my responsibilities to
serve as an officer of the court and protector of individual rights.
Contribute time and resources to public service, public education, charitable and
pro bono activities in my community.
Work with the other members of the bar, including judges, opposing counsel, and
those whose practices are different from mine, to make our system of justice more
accessible and responsive.
Resolve matters and disputes expeditiously, without unnecessary expense, and
through negotiation whenever possible.
Keep my clients well-informed and involved in making decisions affecting them.
Achieve and maintain proficiency in my practice and continue to expand my
knowledge of the law.
Be respectful in my conduct toward my adversaries.
Honor the spirit and intent, as well as the requirements of applicable rules or
codes of professional conduct, and shall encourage others to do so.
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“To elevate the standards of integrity, honor and
courtesy in the legal profession.”
ABOTA created Civility Matters with the hope that the program would be
presented at ABOTA educational activities, other bar and professional programs,
and, especially, in every law school in the country. The programs feature firsthand lessons and experience from ABOTA members and are intended to instill
values and standards that promote high regard for the legal profession.

What is the ABOTA Foundation?

The mission of the Foundation is to support the purposes of the American Board
of Trial Advocates, to preserve the constitutional vision of equal justice for all
Americans, and to preserve our civil justice system for future generations.

Who are ABOTA Members?

The American Board of Trial Advocates is an invitation-only membership
organization comprising more than 7,500 of the nation’s premier civil
trial lawyers equally balanced between plaintiff and defense. Members
must complete a requisite number of civil jury trials and maintain high
personal character and honorable reputation in their field.

Civility Matters® is a publication of the ABOTA Foundation’s Professional Education Committee. We
recognize the vision of David B. Casselman. We thank Wilma J. Gray, Donald J. Winder, and William B.
Smith from the Professionalism, Ethics and Civility Committee for their contributions to this program.
Help us spread civility nationwide! Each year, hundreds of Civility Matters programs across the
country seek to raise the level of professionalism and respect in the legal community. If your chapter or
firm would like to host a Civility Matters program in your area, visit ABOTACivilityMatters.org to obtain
the resources, guides and information. Please contact the Foundation if you plan to host or have previously
hosted a Civility Matters program. We maintain a list of programs and would like to recognize your efforts.
ABOTA also seeks to have civility language added to the attorney oath in each state. Visit our website for
a map of current oaths containing civility language, and for information on getting language added in your
state, contact the ABOTA Foundation at (800) 779-5879.
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