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Want quick photography tips? 
Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com they'll send you 1 solid photography tip
to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you can start your day right, with actionable tips to
help you on your creative journey. Subscribe now →  (free for a limited time)
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Before you dive into this guide, here's a few other
free resources to help you learn photography:

What is Your #1 Photography Killer?

Take Quiz →

Take this 30 second quiz to find out
the #1 thing holding your
photography back.

Free Photography eBooks

Download eBooks →

Free access to our library of 250+
downloadable (pdf) tutorials on
everything you can imagine.

3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets

Download Cheat Sheets →

Grab 3 free photography cheat
sheets that will help you
understand the basics.
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As I always like to say, photographers are 
entrepreneurs, so you should figure out different 
ways to market yourself to become a professional. 
Everyone starts as an amateur, and the biggest gap 
between a professional and an amateur isn’t the gear 
they’re using or the style of their photos. In the end, 
the thing that matters is whether you can make a 
living out of it (part-time or full-time).

Today, we’ll cover the following:

 · What is word of mouth in marketing?

 · What is networking, and how do you start doing 
it?

 · How is networking connected to the butterfly 
effect?

For me, the biggest jump wasn’t when I started 
running ads. It was when people started booking 
me even though I didn’t reach any of their virtual 
channels: I was recommended by others.

Recommended Reading: Want to expand 
your shooting skills and master photography? 
Grab our set of 65 beautifully designed and 
printable Action Cards that will give you over 
200 photography assignments to help you take 
your photography to the next level. Check it out 
here.

https://photzy.com
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WORD OF MOUTH – THE MOST EFFECTIVE MARKETING TECHNIQUE?

“Word of mouth” is the oldest marketing channel, 
and it basically means that everyone you ever met 
has something to say about you or your business. 
Whether it’s positive or negative, it can hugely 
influence your workload. If done well, it costs nothing 
but a lot of energy. The biggest difference between 

regular advertising and word of mouth is that 
people are more likely to form an opinion based on 
someone whom they trust. Online marketing is often 
impersonal, but a personal reference carries a lot of 
strength and impact. 

https://photzy.com
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HERE COMES NETWORKING!

The more people you know, the more likely it is that 
they will recommend you. Easy math! Networking 
is a fancy word for making connections with other 
humans. Let me give you an example. Networking 
is one of the great advantages of studying at a 
university. Theoretical skills are only a fraction of 
what you gain. If you’re somewhat active during your 
academic years, you can actually make hundreds of 
connections: you meet your classmates, teachers, 
future business owners, and that’s not all. All of those 
people create your own spider web of contacts that 
is unique to you. If you’re a photographer:

 · Your classmates can become your clients. They 
want nice pictures for their social media, for 
their business photos, for their wedding and 
family ceremonies.

 · Your teachers can recognize your talent and 
make things happen. In a second, you can be 
shooting university events and meeting other 
interesting people. 

 · Your guest lecturers from big corporations may 
be looking for a photographer at their company. 
Let them know that you exist!

 · The friends you make could potentially start 
their own businesses. They will be looking for a 
photographer to kickstart their ideas.

University is just one example of how you can 
broaden your circle of people. As you get older, 
you’ll have fewer opportunities to meet people. 
We all like being comfortable in our own bubble, 
but in the business world, it’s better to go out from 
time to time and actively search for networking 
opportunities. 

https://photzy.com
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HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN 
DO NOW TO START 

MEETING MORE PEOPLE!

Make sure that you have a portfolio

Before going outside of your comfort 
zone, take some time to perfect what 
you already have. Your work needs to 
be presentable before showing it to 
influential individuals, right? It doesn’t 
need to look super high end. Just make 
sure to show off your best work on 
your website and update your contact 
information. 

Attend events that matter

Know what’s going on in your area! In 
bigger cities, there are some regular 
networking events that you can join and 
meet interesting people. But that doesn’t 
have to be it. You can join lots of local 
workshops, presentations, or events 
organized by clubs (travel clubs, business 
clubs, photography clubs, etc.) – the 
options are endless. Going just for one 
event every couple of weeks can make a 
big difference! 

Photograph by Ľudmila Borošová

Is there a musical performance at the event you photograph? Hand out your business card to the band!

https://photzy.com
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Print your business cards

Always have at least a few business cards 
on your person! Don’t have any yet? No 
worries – there are plenty of online services 
you can use to design yours. If you have a 
bit of spare money, hire a graphic designer 
to perfect the branding. Don’t forget to 
include your full name, occupation, phone 
number, email address, and website. 

Master your people skills

Being a good photographer isn’t 
enough while networking – people will 
remember you for your personality, not the 
photographs you showed them. Whenever 
possible, practice your people skills. As an 
introvert, I know that this may be difficult 
at first, but trust me, being comfortable 
at small talk with all age groups is very 
handy. If you don’t know where to start, I 
would say listening skills are number one. 
Be mindful and present in the moment. It’s 
important that you reply with a complex 
sentence that is related to the context of 
the information you just heard. And even 
better when you add your value to it! After 
the conversation ends, make sure to follow 
up with the person in a few days. 

Photograph by Ľudmila Borošová

It’s all about the connections!

https://photzy.com
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Learn how to say yes and no

Setting boundaries when attending 
events is crucial. It’s best to go to many 
events, rather than being a regular 
somewhere where it doesn’t bring you 
value anymore. If you feel pushed into 
attending an event, learn how to express 
gratitude and politely decline the invite. 
On the other hand, whenever life throws 
random opportunities at you, be prepared 
to say yes and accept new challenges. 

Photograph events

Even though I am a portrait 
photographer, I sometimes say yes to 
photographing interesting events. Why? 
I meet at least 10 new people each time! 
They usually approach me on their own 
and start a conversation. When I make 
a good impression, we exchange our 
business cards and they recommend my 
work elsewhere. You can start by shooting 
a university club lecture and end up at a 
dinner with accredited investors. 

Photograph by Ľudmila Borošová

I met a lot of local wedding vendors thanks to networking.

https://photzy.com
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Be the friend and psychologist

When photographing clients, make 
them feel relaxed by understanding 
their concerns and making sure that 
they are well addressed and taken care 
of. Be interested in their lives and share 
a deep conversation (if you see they 
like it). Comfortable clients remember 
that they can trust you in more than 
just photography. They remember the 
photoshoot, how they felt, the connection 
they made, and the laughs they shared. 
This is great for building your reputation! 

Know who you know

It’s tricky to remember everyone you 
meet after a while, so make sure that you 
have a system of organization for your 
connections! Whether it’s an old school 
notebook, excel sheet, or your LinkedIn 
profile, there will be a time when this 
comes handy. You could be sharing a 
new idea, new product, or just wanting 
to make a certain thing happen. From 
businesspeople to vendors to makeup 
artists, everyone is equally important. 
Why not start now?

Photograph by Ľudmila Borošová

A local singer I met thanks to networking.

https://photzy.com
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Support the reciprocity

Competition is an old-school word! I’m sure you’ve 
met a lot of photographers in your area, and you 
all specialize in different things. If you network 
correctly, you’re able to gain extra work. How? Let’s 
say a potential client approaches me, wanting to get 
newborn pictures. That’s not my field of expertise, 
but I know a photographer who is a pro in this area. 
I recommend him, and the clients tell him they got 
a contact from me. This takes just a few seconds for 
me, but it means the whole world to him! He will 
remember this act of kindness and he’ll support me 
equally next time. 

Don’t stay at home

Of course, don’t stay at home! Networking online 
is never as strong as meeting someone in real life. 
And you don’t need to attend fancy events to meet 
someone relevant.

It’s the butterfly effect!

You don’t realize how much a small action can 
change your whole life, or in our case, bring you new 
customers. The butterfly effect is just about that: the 
theory is that one small (almost insignificant) event in 
your life can lead to something bigger later on.

A few years ago, I was coming back from my regular 
visit home, sitting in a carriage of an international 

train. The journey takes a few hours, so naturally I 
started talking with the woman next to me. Turns out 
that she was a painter having an important exhibition 
the next day. She invited me and didn’t think much 
of it, but I showed up the next day. It not only 
meant a lot for her and her art, but I met at least five 
other people that happened to be directors of big 
institutions. We are still in touch, and they offered me 
to have my own exhibition at their place.

As another example, one time my roommate 
persuaded me to join a skiing trip to the Alps. I met 
a lot of people on that trip. Not only did I meet my 
current boyfriend, but I got to know 40 other people. 
One of them was an amateur photographer and we 
talked for a few minutes. A few months after the trip, 
she needed help on a photoshoot for an accounting 
company, and I got invited! marketing manager of 
that company later changed jobs and kept me as a 
go-to photographer. Now, he’s working for one of the 
most famous chefs in the country, and I get to work 
with a celebrity!

Recommended Reading: Want to expand 
your shooting skills and master photography? 
Grab our set of 65 beautifully designed and 
printable Action Cards that will give you over 
200 photography assignments to help you take 
your photography to the next level. Check it out 
here.

https://photzy.com
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Photograph by Ľudmila Borošová

One of the best chefs in the country photographed by me, thanks to the butterfly effect!

https://photzy.com
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NETWORKING IS FUN, 
AND THE SOONER YOU 

START, THE BETTER!

I hope that now you understand why 
everyone you meet is important, and not 
only for you. You can be the agent of 
change for many people you know, too. If 
you know someone whom you could help 
gain more opportunities, go for it. You 
never know what will be waiting for you 
soon!

Photograph by Ľudmila Borošová
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Self-Check Quiz:

1) What is word of mouth?

2) Why is word of mouth stronger than online marketing?

3) What is networking?

4) What can you do to start actively networking?

5) What should be on your business card?

6) Why are people skills important?

7) What is special about photographing events?

8) What do we mean by supporting reciprocity?

9) What is the butterfly effect?

10) Is networking only good for you?

Assignment:

 · Find three interesting events that are happening this month 
and attend them as a guest. Don’t forget to bring your new 
business cards!

 · If you’re starting out, find an event that’s supposedly “out 
of your reach” but very interesting. Email them that you 
would love to photograph it for free. One message can do 
wonders!

 · Think of an example in your life where the butterfly effect 
was strongest. Trace back the chain of connections to 
appreciate how it has impacted your work or life. 

https://photzy.com


Want quick photography tips? 
Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com they'll send you 1 solid photography tip
to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you can start your day right, with actionable tips to
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Hey there!
 

What is Your #1 Photography Killer?

Take Quiz →

Take this 30 second quiz to find out
the #1 thing holding your
photography back.

Let's get real for a minute... Learning photography can be super challenging! But
we're here to help you every step of the way! Here are 3 of our most useful (and
FREE!) photography resources:
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Free Photography eBooks

Download eBooks →

Free access to our library of 250+
downloadable (pdf) tutorials on
everything you can imagine.

3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets

Download Cheat Sheets →

Grab 3 free photography cheat
sheets that will help you
understand the basics.
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IF YOU’D LIKE TO CONTINUE 
LEARNING AND IMPROVING 

YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY PLEASE 
VISIT PHOTZY.COM

Congratulations! You’ve completed 
this Photzy guide!

If you liked this photography tutorial, check out 
our set of 65 beautifully designed and printable 

project sheets that will give you over 200 
photography assignments to help you take your 

photography to the next level: Action Cards.
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