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Before you dive into this guide, here's a few other
free resources to help you learn photography:

3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets = Free Photography eBooks
Take this 30 second quiz to find out Grab 3 free photography cheat E Free access to our library of 250+
the #1 thing holding your sheets that will help you downloadable (pdf) tutorials on
photography back. understand the basics. everything you can imagine.
Take Quiz = ’ ‘ Download Cheat Sheets — ’ E ‘ Download eBooks —

Want quick photography tips?

Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com they'll send you 1 solid photography tip
to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you can start your day right, with actionable tips to
help you on your creative journey. Subscribe now — (free for a limited time)
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INTRODUCTION

The clone and healing brush in Lightroom has unwanted imperfections without the need to switch
evolved into a very useful tool for photographers to Photoshop. I'll also take a look at some of the
who prefer not to work in Photoshop. As pros and cons of using the clone and healing
Lightroom has continued to develop, the brush in Lightroom compared to using it

healing brush has morphed. It is now Typically, Lightroom in Photoshop.

a more powerful and practical means has been favored as o .

to remove spots and blemishes from a program for balancing sa Recommended Reading: If you

ohotos. light and color in images. want to learn how to enhqnce your
Over time, this is changing photos and create better images,

In this guide, I'll walk you through to add functionality for grab a copy of Photzy's premium

ways to use the clone and healing manipulating other guide: Ultimate Guide to

brush. I'll show you how to remove aspects of photos. Fundamental Editing.
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PROS AND CONS OF THE LIGHTROOM HEALING BRUSH

One of the most appreciated aspects of Lightroom
for many photographers is that it's a dedicated photo
program. It's designed to work lossless with RAW
files, thus allowing the artist to take them from the
camera to a finished state ready for presentation.

There are plenty of bells and whistles, but they are all
dedicated to some aspect of helping you enhance
your photos. Options to add graphics, text, or even
multiple layers are non-existent. As you edit, your
focus must remain on your image because the options
to go off on editing tangents are just not there.

This all means a cleaner, leaner workspace. The sets
of tools are comprehensive enough without being
overwhelming. Glancing at the array of tools in
Photoshop can make your head spin. There are so
many options that it's hard to know where to start
and what to use.

With Lightroom, the tools provided are dedicated to
developing your RAW files without adding anything
extra. Using the clone and healing brush tool is more
limited than it is in Photoshop. However, for cleaning
up an image and removing small blemishes, you will
find it's more than adequate.

The cloning and healing tools in Photoshop allow
you to edit in greater detail and with more flexibility.
You have more scope to configure the healing brush
or to use any of the five options available to help
achieve your desired result. Plus, you have the added
ability to use masks and multiple layers to refine the
task of removing (or adding) elements from photos.
All this complexity makes these tools more suited to
what | would consider image alteration, rather than
image clean-up.

¥ Key Lesson: Lightroom is a dedicated
photo editing program. It does not contain
many of the distractions that Photoshop
provides. You can use the healing brush to
remove small unwanted blemishes. But for
more complex cloning tasks, Photoshop is
often a more suitable option.
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HOW TO USE THE
LIGHTROOM HEALING BRUSH

With a RAW file open in the Develop
module of Lightroom, hitting Z and
zooming in will often reveal aspects of
the image you'd prefer not to see. Sensor
spots, facial blemishes, and light-colored
lint on dark clothing are a few examples.

Using the healing brush tool in Lightroom
makes it painless to clean up these
imperfections from your images.

You can find the healing brush, also
known as the spot removal tool, when you
are in Develop mode in Lightroom. It's
located below the histogram and above
the Basic windows in the right-hand
panel. Pressing Q on your keyboard will
also activate the tool.

There are some simple options for
configuring this tool. You can choose
between Clone and Healing.
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USING THE CLONE
BRUSH OPTION

Choosing the clone brush, you can
replace the target area you make a
sample from. Before using the clone
brush, you can set the size, feather, and
opacity. Keeping the size close to the size
of the spot you wish to remove usually
makes for a cleaner-looking result. Adding
some feathering helps to blend the area
you are replacing with the surroundings.
Adjusting the opacity can also help make
the edit look better at times.

Under your image in the main window,
you'll notice a few more options in the
lower-left corner. Here you can turn the
Tool Overlay function on and off. With
the overlay visible, you can see where the
sample is being taken from. | find using
the Auto option works well. It shows the
overlay for the spot you are working on
and hides it when you are not.

Clicking on this circle allows you to drag
and reposition it if the location Lightroom
has chosen is not the best. Hover your
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mouse over the circle indicating the area
the clone will be made from. Your cursor
will change to a hand. Then click and
drag to reposition the sample area.

In the image on the left, | wanted to
remove the sheep and her lamb. | used
the location Lightroom chose. | had no
feathering on the brush. You can see the
result is not ideal as the cloned area is
quite obvious.

As seen at left, Lightroom picked an area
where there was no fence and the change
of tone in the grass is very obvious. As
you'll see on the next page, | manually
shifted the location for the clone to the
right of the area | was working on so it
included some of the fence. This gave me
a less obvious clone.
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There were still a couple of marks |
wanted to remove, so | resized my brush
smaller. Then | clicked and dragged over
the lines | wanted to clone out. | also had
to manually position the replacement
location, so | had a clean transition.

By sizing and feathering your brush well,
you can then click and drag it over the
area you want to replace. This gives you
much more flexibility than using one click
with the circular brush. Adding further
brush strokes allows you to clean up any
anomalies that may appear when using
the clone brush.

After making your selection, you can alter
the feather and the opacity by adjusting
the sliders. If you have used a single click
to select the area, this can also be resized
if necessary. You can do this by dragging
the slider or by hovering your pointer
over the edge of the selection area. The
cursor changes to a double-headed arrow
that you can use to receive the circular
area.
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At times you may want to replicate a
certain area of your image, so the clone
brush will do this better than the healing
brush. Then you can use the healing
brush tool to clean up, as | have done in
the image at left. It's not perfect, but you
can get the idea.

| used a small brush size and painted
over the sheep and her lamb. | then
repositioned my painted selection. Then
| moved the area it would clone to. This
allowed me to be more accurate.

¥ Key Lesson: Selecting an area
slightly bigger than what you are
cloning allows for more accurate,
less obvious, feathering. This is
most important when you are
painting with the brush.
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USING THE HEALING
BRUSH OPTION

Where the clone brush makes an exact
copy to replace the areas you paint over,
the healing brush in Lightroom interprets
the area. You can paint with the healing
brush the same way you paint with the
cloning brush. Lightroom works internal
magic to read from the area you paint and
calculate how best to seamlessly replace
it with another part of your image.

The healing brush tool often provides a
cleaner, less obvious result on the first try.
You may still have to reposition where the
sample is taken from as Lightroom makes
rather odd choices at times.

Usually, when | am using this tool, | leave
it set to the healing brush option because
| find this produces great results.
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P Key Lesson: Below the main
image when you're working with
the spot removal tool, you'll find a
very helpful feature. It's a check box
labeled Visualize Spots. Checking
this box changes the view of the
image to black and white and
highlights where dust on the
camera sensor is. Sometimes this
can be challenging to find. The
Visualize Spots tool does a pretty
good job of showing you where
they are. You can see one big main
spot in this image in the sky, about
a third of the way down from the
top and right of center. There are a
few that were less obvious as well.

-'-ﬁ Recommended Reading: If you
want to learn how to enhance your
photos and create better images,
grab a copy of Photzy’s premium
guide: Ultimate Guide to
Fundamental Editing.
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CONCLUSION

As with any tool in Lightroom, there are many ways
to make use of the healing brush. Now that I've
given you a run-through of how the tool works, the
best way to figure out how to do this is to practice.
The more you work with the healing brush and clone
brush, the more you'll get a feel for the differences.
Before long you'll automatically know when to
choose each one for the best results.

If you're new to using this tool, start with something
simple. Don't race into it and start cloning sheep.
Pick out a few sensor spots to work on until you get
the hang of how this tool works.

Switch between the clone and healing brushes.
Choose one and make your edit. Then undo it and
choose the other brush and make the same edit.
Doing this a few times will show you which one works
best on different types of spots and blemishes.

Make adjustments to the size, feathering, and
opacity. You can do this before and after you paint
with the brush on your photo. Remember, too, that
you can click and paint with the brushes. You don't
have to be confined to working with a single click
and a circular shape.

@ Crucial Point!

The higher the resolution you want to display
your edited image, the fussier and more
accurate you'll need to be with your healing
brush editing.

Take your time. Practice and perfect your
technique when working with this editing tool
and your photos will often look far better.
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K- Self-Check Quiz:
1) What is one of the most appreciated aspects of Lightroom?
2)  What is the healing brush in Lightroom most suitable for?
3)  What is the shortcut key that activates the spot removal tool?
4)  Name three things you can alter to refine how you can use this tool.

5) Does Lightroom always automatically choose the best location to clone
from?

6) s it possible to change this location?

7) s it better to select a bigger or a smaller area than the blemish you want
to remove?

8)  What feature of the healing brush can help you see sensor spots on your
photos?
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/), Hey there!

Let's get real for a minute... Learning photography can be super challenging! But

] we're here to help you every step of the way! Here are 3 of our- most useful (and
FREE’) photography resources: .

3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets What is Your #1 Photography Killer? Free Photography eBooks

Grab 3 free photography cheat ¢ Take this 30 second quiz to find out Free access to our library of 250+

sheets that will help you ca % the #1 thing holding your § downloadable (pdf) tutorials on

understand the basics. - ©  photography back. everything you can imagine.
Download Cheat Sheets — ’ ‘ Take Quiz — ’ g ‘ Download eBooks —

Want qmck photography tlps"
Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com they Il send you 1 solid photography tip

to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you can start your day right, with actionable tips to
help you on your creative journey. Subscribe now = (free for a limited time)
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Congratulations! You've completed this
Photzy guide!

If you liked this photography tutorial, check out
this premium post-processing guide where you
can learn the fundamental editing steps that will
help make your photos pop: Ultimate Guide to
Fundamental Editing.

Pty @)

THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO FUNDAMENTAL EDITING

Premium Photography Guide
Written by Kent DuFault

IF YOU'D LIKE TO CONTINUE
LEARNING AND IMPROVING
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY PLEASE
VISIT PHOTZY.COM
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