
TAKING SHARP PICTURES
PHOTZY.COM

A sharp photograph results from several factors- all of which 
are of equal importance. These factors are: properly holding 
the camera, enough DOF, the lowest ISO setting possible, and 
a fast enough shutter speed to prevent camera shake.

BASIC CAMERA OPERATION

Perfect to print A5 size
14cm x 21cm / 5.83” x 8.27”

BEFORE SHOOTING

REFERENCE GUIDE*

• PICK A MID-LEVEL APERTURE
f/5.6 to f/8 is a safe spot to give you enough depth-of-field (DOF) with most lenses.

• HOLD THE CAMERA STEADY
Make sure that your arms are always in a comfortable position, with your elbows
resting on your sides, legs or a steady surface. If not possible, use a tripod.

• MIND THE ISO
Use a low to mid (200 to 640) ISO range to allow a good exposure, along with 
a proper shutter speed, and a mid-level aperture. A noisy image at higher ISO 
settings, may seem to appear unsharp.  

• SHUTTER SPEED AND FOCAL LENGTH
When handholding the camera, the shutter speed shouldn’t be slower than the 
focal length of the lens in use. This rule does not apply if using a tripod.

HANDHELD - WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF IMAGE STABILIZATION
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Shutter Speed

Not recommended

15mm 
28mm 
50mm 
200mm 

1/10        1/20         1/60        1/125        1/400        1/1000        1/2500

Telephoto - 70mm
Shutter Speed:  1/80 and faster

* This information should be taken as a general reference guide, since the results may vary depending on camera and lens models. 

Wide angle - 28mm
Shutter Speed:  1/30 and faster

Depends on the situation Recommended

HANDHELD - WITH IMAGE STABILIZATION
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Shutter Speed
15mm 
28mm 
50mm 
200mm 

1/10        1/20         1/60        1/125        1/400        1/1000        1/2500



  DON'T MISS OUT: Limited Time Daily Free Bonuses Expire 11:59pm EST!

      SWEET! 
Here's a few more photography goodies for you:

Top pick fo
r you

More on the next page

...Click here to see 27+ more of our most popular programs

Snap Cards™ Essentials Set

Learn more →

20 beautifully designed, printable
photography cheat sheets that you can
take with you anywhere!

Action Cards™ Set

Learn more →

65 beautifully designed & printable project
sheets that will give you over 200
photography assignments.

Want quick photography tips? Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com
they'll send you 1 solid photography tip to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you
can start your day right, with actionable tips to help you on your creative
journey. Subscribe now →  (free for a limited time)

FREE Photography eBooks

Learn more →

Free access to our library of 250+
downloadable (pdf) tutorials on everything
you can imagine.

What is Your #1 Photography Killer?

Take quiz →

Take this 30 second quiz to find out the #1
thing holding your photography back.

https://photzy.com/marketplace/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/ld/snapcardsessentials/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/ld/snapcardsessentials/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/ld/snapcardsessentials/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/ld/actioncards/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://dailyphototips.com/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/ld/snapcardsessentials/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/signup/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/photography-killers/?internal_ref=sidebar-freeebook
https://photzy.com/photography-killers/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures


Photzy.com is an online photography school with over 200,000 students from
180 countries. 

Founded in 2012, our focus has always been simple, practical tips and tutorials,
for beginners. No matter where your current skill level is, we’d like to help you
explore your unique creative side, through photography.

“At Photzy, we believe EVERYONE is creative, and that photography is the best
way to explore and share your creative side with the world.”

Go to photzy.com for more
photography tutorials and inspiration.

We're so glad you're here!

     Hey there!
Let's get real for a minute… Learning photography can be super
challenging! But we're here to help you every step of the way! 

Here are 3 of our most useful (and FREE!) photography
resources–

Always remember: Momentum is the key to exploring and
developing your creative talents… 

So get out there and take some more pictures!

Take this 30 Second Quiz to find the #1 thing holding your
photography back.
Join our free Weekly Photography Challenge group to
spark your creativity and share your work.
Access our Free Photography eBook Library, with 250+
downloadable (.pdf) tutorials on Photo Fundamentals,
Post-Processing, Composition, Low-light, and much more!

1.

2.

3.

https://photzy.com/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://photzy.com/photography-killers/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures
https://www.facebook.com/groups/weeklyphotographychallenges/
https://photzy.com/signup/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=internal%20link&utm_campaign=snapcard&utm_content=sharp%20pictures

