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Skill Points: Sight lines or Line of Sight, incorrectly referred to as Eye-Lines,
compels us to look in a direction. Sight lines are very important, and
you should understand them, and look for them in your photography.

. Discovering how sight
lines work and why

. Learning how to apply sight
lines into your images

KEY LESSON: : When you look at someone, and you notice that they
are staring intently in a different direction, what do you do immediately?
You look to see what they are looking at! That's exactly why “Sight
Lines” work in photography. They create a strong impulse to “look” in a
direction within the frame.

Buskers

Left: The photographer attempted to set up their composition so
that the large foot and hat in the foreground attracts attention. The
leg then was to be a leading line up to the man’s face; the intended
subject. However, the man’s intense stare to camera left forces a
viewer’s eyes away from the subject.

Right: Here, the Line of Sight helps the image, as it does not lead out
of the picture, and it adds to the story through viewer direction.

Fighters

Left: Sight lines can make or break a shot.

In this example, it's a compromise. The right
fighter is looking past his opponent; however,
the sight line for the Referee keeps the viewer
centered in the picture. The key lesson is that
you can have more than one line of sightin a
picture, and each one will carry visual weight depending on the overall composition.

Right: Line of sight was critical here: it prevents the bright lights from overpowering the photo.

Boy and Steps

There are two lessons to be learned from this image. First of all, you don't
need to see the eyes for “Line of Sight” to work. Secondly, sight lines are so
powerful, that even when they are miniscule in a composition, such as this
toddler’s gaze, it STILL attracts immediate attention!
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[E€1 AcTiON ASSIGNMENT! HOW DID YOU DO?

1- Organize a photo shoot where you take a friend or two out e Did you create strong compositions that

for an afternoon to shoot pictures. utilized sight lines?
2- In each photograph that you create, incorporate sight lines ¢ Were you able to set up two “Lines of
as a key element in each composition. Sight” where one dominated over
3- Try different angles. Sometimes blatantly show the eyes, the other?
and then, barely show them or don’t show them at all. * Do you now have a complete
4~ If you brought two friends, try setting up a shot where the understanding of how sight lines can help
“Line of Sight” on one friend overpowers the other, and or break your composition?

then try again with both sight lines working together.
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Here's a few more photography goodies for you:

© DON'T MISS OUT: Limited Time Daily Free Bonuses Expire 11:59pm EST!
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FREE Photography eBooks

Action Cards™ Set

65 beautifully designed & printable project Free access to our library of 250+
sheets that will give you over 200 downloadable (pdf) tutorials on everything
photography assignments. you can imagine.

L ore = Learn more —
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Snap Cards™ Essentials Set ik What is Your #1 Photography Killer?

20 beautifully designed, printable Take this 30 second quiz to find out the #1
photography cheat sheets that you can thing holding your photography back.
take with you anywhere!

Take quiz =
Learn more —

Want quick photography tips? Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com
they'll send you 1 solid photography tip to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you
can start your day right, with actionable tips to help you on your creative
journey. Subscribe now — (free for a limited time)

...Click here to see 27+ more of our most popular programs

More on the vext page
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Hey there!

Let's get real for a minute... Learning photography can be super
challenging! But we're here to help you every step of the way!

Here are 3 of our most useful (and FREE!) photography
resources—

1.Take this 30 Second Quiz to find the #1 thing holding your
photography back.

2.Download these 3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets to help
you understand the basics.

3.Access our Free Photography eBook Library, with 250+
downloadable (.pdf) tutorials on Photo Fundamentals,
Post-Processing, Composition, Low-light, and much more!

Always remember: Momentum is the key to exploring and
developing your creative talents...

So get out there and take some more pictures!

®

photzy”
We're so glad you're here!

Photzy.com is an online photography school with over 200,000 students from
180 countries.

Founded in 2012, our focus has always been simple, practical tips and tutorials,
for beginners. No matter where your current skill level is, we'd like to help you
explore your unique creative side, through photography.

“At Photzy, we believe EVERYONE is creative, and that photography is the best
way to explore and share your creative side with the world.”

Go to photzy.com for more
photography tutorials and inspiration.
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