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Before you dive into this guide, here's a few other
free resources to help you learn photography:

3 Free Photography Cheat Sheets Free Photography eBooks =
Take this 30 second quiz to find out Grab 3 free photography cheat & Free access to our library of 250+
the #1 thing holding your sheets that will help you downloadable (pdf) tutorials on
photography back. understand the basics. everything you can imagine.
Take Quiz — ’ ‘ Download Cheat Sheets — ’ : l Download eBooks —

Want quick photography tips?

Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com they'll send you 1 solid photography tip
to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you can start your day right, with actionable tips to
help you on your creative journey. Subscribe now = (free for a limited time)
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INTRODUCTION

Are you at a point where you feel that your In this guide we’re going to have a look at:
photography has reached a plateau — that you just _ N
don’t have fun anymore? Your latest images are just + what radial compositions are, and

? .
more of the same a stack of examples to unleash your creativity.

Well, | have good news for you! Radial photography
compositions will not only spice up your skills, but
you can have a lot of fun with it.

& Recommended Reading: If you'd like to
improve your composition skills for better
images, grab a copy of Photzy’s best-selling
premium guide: Advanced Composition.
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WHAT ARE RADIAL COMPOSITIONS?

Radial composition provides balance and symmetry
in photographs. It implies imagery that radiates
outward from a specific point, or which radiates
inwards to a specific point, like a bicycle wheel. It
has a center (the axel) with spokes running to the
outside, or spokes running from the outside to the
axel in the center.

A bicycle wheel may demonstrate the concept of
radial compositions, but it's actually a bad example.
Why? Because the point radiated to does not have
to be in the center of an image and the ‘radial effect
does not have to be created by straight lines (like
spokes).
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Radial compositions may also imply visual elements
that center around a point of interest instead of
running towards it.

They can be created by rectangles, triangles, waves,
lines, spirals, or whatever else you can use to create
the same effect, as long as it forces your viewer’s
eyes to a central point. “Like leading lines?” | hear
you asking. Yes, but to an exaggerated degree. In
this case your subject is surrounded by leading lines
instead of one or a couple of leading lines running
towards it.

Some radial patterns also create or enhance a sense
of depth, so much so that it can trigger a vertigo
effect, such as when you look down from a very high
viewpoint.

Let’s look at a few patterns which we can imitate in
our radial compositions.
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Photograph by Milada Vigerova

RADIAL COMPOSITION
‘PATTERNS’

Quite a lot (perhaps most) radial
composition ‘patterns’ have been
adopted from natural elements. Seashells
are a good example of this.

Here's a demonstration of a bicycle
wheel-type radial composition. See how
your eyes are forced to the center of this
shell even though there’s no real ‘subject’
for your eyes to settle on?
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Photograph by Tobie Schalkwyk

This fossilized shell is another good
demonstration of radial composition, with
the patterns spiraling in to a central point
(or spiraling out from a central point).
Radial composition is nothing new. It has
been around for thousands, or perhaps
millions, of years.
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It's interesting how many radial
composition patterns are to be found
from seashells. This is another pattern that
we can copy in our radial compositions.

Photograph by Sahra Peterson
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This slice of agate is a beautiful example
of radial composition. Made up of various
layers, each layer takes you a bit closer to
its center.

& Key Lesson: Radial composition
patterns are all around us, especially
in nature. All we have to do to find
them is to look. If you do not
photograph them as seen, you can
always prepare a subject in such a
way that it represents one of these
compositions, or relate a scene to
one of them.

ﬁ Recommended Reading: If you'd
like to improve your composition
skills for better images, grab a copy
of Photzy’s best-selling premium
guide: Advanced Composition.
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Photograph by Natalya Letunova

SO, LET’S HAVE SOME FUN!

Now that we've had a quick look at a few
radial composition patterns, we are ready
to look at a few examples.

How does one ‘have fun’ with this? Well,
it can be done in a few ways:

Trying to find various patterns
around you which promote radial
compositions

Playing with balance in specific radial
compositions

Cultivating a habit of looking for
radial patterns all around you,
whether you are on a shoot or not

Preparing for, and attending, events
which generate radial compositions,
such as fireworks displays and theme
parks

This staircase creates a strong sense of
depth, so much so that it has a vertigo
effect (virtually pulling you into its central
point).
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Photograph by Babacar Garnier

There's no better example to create a
sense of depth than a set of shrinking
triangles.
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Photograph by Nick Fewings

Radial lines are all around us. All we
have to do is look. This photographer
emphasized these lines by excluding
anything else from the background. He
also established balance by placing the
subjects in the bottom-right corner.
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Photograph by Joel Fulgencio

This is another great example of using
radial lines to create depth and focus our
eyes on only one thing: the pole at the
other end.
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This is an example of creating depth and
a single point of focus by swirling your
camera. For this effect you need a slow
shutter speed (approximately 1/20s). You
may have a problem with overexposure
if you do this in the daytime, regardless
of a low ISO. Close your aperture up to
f/14 and if you are still overexposed, it's
time to mount those ND filters which you
hardly ever use!
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Photograph by Ian Dooley

This is a great example of a radial
composition creating depth and playing
tricks with your eyes. It looks like the lines
are moving around as you move your
eyes across it.

It's clear in the image on the next page
the photographer was having fun with
architecture...
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Photograph by Arthur Mazi
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Photograph by Todd Quackenbush

Light paintings are popular among
wedding photographers. For this you
need a slow shutter speed, narrow
aperture, and low ISO. In this case the
person swirling the object creating

light (use star lights if you can’t think of
anything else) was standing on a ladder,
but that is not necessary.
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The impeller of a jet engine is always

a winner for demonstrating radial
composition. This type of image has an
even greater effectina 1 x 1 crop.
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Photograph by Tobie Schalkwyk

Fireworks offer a great way of having fun
with radial compositions.

On this New Year's Eve, | used the bulb
setting on my camera and trusted my
gut feeling on how long to hold down
the button of my cable remote shutter
release. If you wait too long, your image
will have overexposure issues. Too short
and you won't capture beautiful, long
light streaks.

For this particular shot | used my Nikon
D600 and Tamron 24-70mm lens at /8,
48mm, 4.8s, ISO 100. The low ISO and
narrow aperture settings are important
to prevent overexposure and to ensure
sharp light streaks.
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The human eye presents another fun way
of playing with radial compositions.
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Gigantic Ferris Wheels create fantastic radial
composition opportunities. Create combinations of
the following:

Full/partial wheels (or only the spokes thereof)
While moving or resting

With slow shutter speeds

At daytime or nighttime

Use the center of the wheel to create various
balancing effects

@ Key Lesson: There are more radial
compositions (and variations thereof) to be
found around us than we can ever dream up.
Some of them are from nature, some of them
are handmade. Each composition can be
manipulated by means of different viewpoints,
different times of days (lights at night or
shadows by day), and numerous other means.
Don’t be scared to think outside of the box!
The more challenging, the bigger the reward!

ﬁ Recommended Reading: If you'd like to
improve your composition skills for better
images, grab a copy of Photzy's best-selling
premium guide: Advanced Composition.
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CONCLUSION

It is simply not possible to cover all types of radial
photography in a guide like this. There are just too
many of them, and too many variations of each.

| hope that | have at least triggered a bit of interest in
you and that the samples used will serve you well in
giving you a few ideas to build on.

If you want to grow your radial composition
photography, study the works of some of the
photographers known to exploit this genre of

photography. Perhaps contact them on social
media and follow them. You are guaranteed to see
awesome work from them and perhaps get a few
challenges from it.

Whatever you do, always be on the lookout for radial

compositions. They are present all around us. All we
have to do is LOOK!

Most importantly of all, enjoy your photography!
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Photograph by Frank Eiffert
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K- Self-Check Quiz:

1) What is the most common trait of radial compositions?

2)  What is meant by the ‘balance’ of a radial composition?

3)  What is one of the effects of radial compositions (on your viewer)?

4)  Identify one of the places/events near you where you may find radial composition photographic opportunities.
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/), Hey there!

Let's get real for a minute... Learning photography can be super challenging! But
e we're here to help you every step of the way! Here are 3 of our most useful (and
FREE!) photography resources:

What is Your #1 Photography Killer? Free Photography eBooks

Grab 3 free photography cheat 8¢ Take this 30 second quiz to find out Free access to our library of 250+

sheets that will help you the #1 thing holding your | downloadable (pdf) tutorials on

understand the basics. -~ photography back. everything you can imagine.
Download Cheat Sheets — ’ : ‘ Take Quiz = ’ G ‘ Download eBooks —

Want qwck photography tlps‘7

Check out our friends at DailyPhotoTips.com they Il send you 1 solid photography tip
to your inbox, 5 days a week. So you can start your day right, with actionable tips to
help you on your creative journey. Subscribe now = (free for a limited time)
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Tobie Schalkwyk is a retired Web Systems Developer hoping
to soon make an income from photography alone. He has a
passion for all genres of nature photography, specially bird
photography but he also gets involved in other genres of
photography like weddings, events and in-studio portraits.

Web sites: ctsphotography.co.za

Congratulations! You've completed
this Photzy guide!

If you liked this photography tutorial, check
out one of our premium composition guides
to help you produce truly outstanding
images: Advanced Composition.
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IF YOU'D LIKE TO CONTINUE
LEARNING AND IMPROVING
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY PLEASE
VISIT PHOTZY.COM
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