
 

 

 

 

News release 

For immediate release 

12th Annual Sainte-Justine Tree of Lights Is a Go! 

125,000 Beacons of Hope to Light Up the Night Sky 

Between Now and December 12  
 

Montreal, December 2, 2019 – The CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation and its main partners, 
Rythme and Metro, are officially kicking off the 12th annual Tree of Lights campaign 
benefiting Sainte-Justine. From now until December 12, people across the province are 
encouraged to once again give generously to support the children and families who will be 
spending the holidays at Sainte-Justine by sponsoring 125,000 lights on the giant tree in 
front of the hospital, available for $5 apiece at thetreeoflights.org. 

 
Giving Tuesday @ Sainte-Justine 
As Giving Tuesday rolls around once again, Carey Price is helping us to get Sainte-Justine’s 
Tree of Lights campaign underway. He invites Quebecers to reach out to the children and 
families of Sainte-Justine and make the Tree of Lights shine bright. If 50,000 lights are 
twinkling by the stroke of midnight on Tuesday, an anonymous donor will follow in the 
public’s generous footsteps by pitching in an extra $50,000. “As a father, I know that a child’s 
health is the most precious thing in the world,” said Carey. “That’s why I urge you to join me 
in supporting Sainte-Justine’s Tree of Lights campaign – to help every child grow up 
healthy.” 
 

Between now and December 12, the Tree of Lights will gradually get brighter and brighter 
as donations come in. It will then stay lit throughout the holiday season to show patients, 
families and staff members at Sainte-Justine just how much the community cares.  
 

For 5-year-old Elliot and his parents, Laurence and Xavier, Sainte-Justine’s Tree of Lights 
was more meaningful than ever last year. Elliot was admitted to the hospital on 
December 25 and stayed until January 2 as he battled a fever in response to his 
chemotherapy treatments. The majestic Tree of Lights helped give them all the strength to 
get through this ordeal during the holiday season. “Every light on the Tree reminded us how 
many people were pulling for us,” said Elliot’s parents. “The lights help make sure our kids 
get the best possible care and put a sparkle in their eyes. The Tree spreads the magic and joy 
of the holidays and is a great source of reassurance for young patients and their families who 
are staying at the hospital at this special time of year.” 
 
See Elliot in this year’s ad for the Tree of Lights, along with several young patients from 
Sainte-Justine. 

 

https://secure.fondationstejustine.org/registrant/cms.aspx?EventID=249676&LanguageCode=fr-CA&UrlSegment=Accueil
https://secure.fondationstejustine.org/registrant/cms.aspx?eventid=249676&languagecode=en-CA&urlsegment=photosvideos&autoplay=eliott&utm_source=courriel&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=grand_sapin&utm_term=communique_presse&utm_content=communique_presse


 

So many ways to light up the night sky! 
For the sixth year in a row, Metro is kindly joining forces with Sainte-Justine’s Tree of Lights, 
once again giving customers the opportunity to make a checkout donation at Metro and 
Metro Plus grocery stores across the province.  
 
For the 12th annual Tree of Lights campaign, people who donate to thetreeoflights.org will 
be invited to join the Twinkle Club. For every 10 or more lights they sponsor, MEGA™, part 
of the Mattel® family, will add five more, up to a total $40,000.  
 

Guy A Lepage and three children from Sainte-Justine look for the next 
Tree of Lights ambassador 
In an effort to raise Quebecers’ awareness about the importance of giving to the Tree of Lights 
campaign, the CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation called on the talents of three children from 
Sainte-Justine, along with a group of performers and ambassador Guy A Lepage to make three 
videos that are as giggle-worthy as they are heartwarming. In the videos, you can watch as 
Patrice Bélanger, Hélène Bourgeois Leclerc, Pascal Morrissette and Martin Petit “audition” for 
the role of the 2019 Tree of Lights ambassador. The videos will premiere on the Foundation’s 
social media channels between now and December 12.  
 

$5 million in donations… and counting! 
Sainte-Justine’s Tree of Lights has stood as a proud symbol of Quebecers’ generosity every 
year for the past 12 years. The campaign has consistently achieved or surpassed its annual 
fundraising targets, making for a grand total to date of $5 million. Not only will these funds 
serve to further Sainte-Justine’s mission of excellence, but they will also go toward supporting 
the hospital’s Social Services Department in alleviating the financial burden of families who 
find themselves in trying financial circumstances.  
 
For more information on the campaign, go to thetreeoflights.org.  
 
You can also follow the hashtag #thetreeoflights on social media. 
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About the CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation 
The CHU Sainte-Justine Foundation’s mission is to engage the community and support the CHU Sainte-Justine in its 

pursuit of excellence and its commitment to providing children and mothers with one of the highest levels of 

healthcare in the world, now and in the future. fondationstejustine.org 

 

 

https://secure.fondationstejustine.org/registrant/cms.aspx?eventid=249676&languagecode=en-ca&urlsegment=accueil
https://secure.fondationstejustine.org/registrant/cms.aspx?eventid=249676&languagecode=en-ca&urlsegment=accueil
mailto:jbombardier@roy-turner.com


 

About the CHU Sainte-Justine 
The Sainte-Justine university hospital centre (CHU Sainte-Justine) is the largest mother-child centre in Canada and 

the second largest pediatric hospital in North America. A member of the Université de Montréal’s extended network 

of excellence in health (RUIS), Sainte-Justine has 5,457 employees, including 1,532 nurses and nursing assistants; 

1,000 other healthcare professionals; 520 physicians, dentists and pharmacists; 822 residents and over 204 

researchers; 411 volunteers; and 4,416 interns and students in a wide range of disciplines. Sainte-Justine has 484 

beds, including 67 at the Marie Enfant Rehabilitation Centre (CRME), the only centre in Quebec that is exclusively 

dedicated to pediatric rehabilitation. The World Health Organization has recognized the CHU Sainte-Justine as a 

“health promoting hospital.” chusj.org 

 


