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Abstract 

Building on over 50 years of working in the financial services world, Ron Blue has developed the 

case that the only rational approach to money and money management is a biblical worldview 

approach. This lesson will explore this approach, which works for all people in every circumstance 

of life. Ron Blue will explain his guide to biblical financial decision making and present an effective 

tool counselors can utilize with their clients.    

 

Learning Objectives 

1. Participants will explore the big picture of money and money management.  

2. Participants will evaluate the profoundly simple biblical worldview of financial decision 

making.  

3. Participants will analyze a one-page tool which can be used in counseling sessions to 

facilitate both mutual decision making and effective communication about personal 

finances.  
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I. Money Management 

A. Financial Hope 

“But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my 

course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the 

gospel of the grace of God.” – Acts 20:24, NASB 

  

 

B. Christians and Money 

1. Many Christians do not truly believe God’s word is authoritative. 

 

2. Those who do believe in the authority of Scripture don’t believe that money 

management is a simple process. 

 

3. People don’t understand the importance of getting money right in making life right. 

 

 

II. The Two Big Issues 

A. Fear 

1. Matthew 6:28-33 

 

2. Fear results in a series of common questions.  

• How am I doing? 

• Will I ever have enough? 

• Will it continue to be enough? 

• Will it ever be enough? 

 

3. Areas of fear: 

• Widowhood 

• Debt 
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• Economic uncertainty 

• Student loans 

• Aging parents 

 

 

B. Confusion 

1. The church has equated stewardship with money. 

 

2. Money is the tool of stewardship, not an equivalent. 

 

3. James 3:16-17 

 

 

III. Understanding Financial Matters 

A. The Complexity of Money 

1. Paradox of Prosperity: “Money buys choices. The more choices I have, the more 

complex life becomes.” 

 

2. Delusion of the American dream: “Money buys freedom.” 

 

3. You can’t accumulate enough to escape the complexity of life.  

 

4. The reality is that economic uncertainty is certain. 

 

 

B. Money Matters Today 

1. Is God’s Word relevant to today’s financial environment? 
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2. A biblical approach is the only rational approach to money management and works 

for all people, at all times, in all areas of life.  

 

3. Wall Street Journal: Is it still relevant the next week? 

 

4. The Bible: Always relevant 

 

 

C. 3 Characteristics of Biblical Principles 

1. Always right 

 

2. Always relevant 

 

3. Never change 

 

 

IV. The Four Hs of Financial Wisdom  

A. Quadrant 1: The Heart 

1. Behavior follows belief 

 

2. If you don’t get your heart right, you will not get your money right 

 

 

B. Quadrant 2: Habits 

1. Spend less than you earn 

 

2. Avoid the use of debt 

 

3. Plan for financial margin 
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4. Set long-term goals  

 

5. Give generously 

 

 

C. Quadrant 3: Health 

1. There are only five ways to spend money: 

• Live 

• Give 

• Grow 

• Owe (taxes) 

• Owe (debt) 

 

2. God owns it all 

 

3. People have simultaneous and competing priorities.  

 

 

D. Quadrant 4: Hope 

1. This approach is founded on biblical wisdom.  

 

2. The world wants to see people who are content, confident, and manage money 

according to God’s principles.  

 

 

 

 

For Ron Blue’s Four H Tool, visit 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f49e4a_3437cc7b5ef24a2793c1bbce1a4525c0.pdf 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f49e4a_3437cc7b5ef24a2793c1bbce1a4525c0.pdf
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Abstract 

In this lesson, Ron Blue presents a one-page diagnostic tool which can be used to focus on 

effective and specific financial issues, questions, and concerns. Focusing a couple on this tool will 

facilitate understanding and communication between partners. This session will also provide 

listeners with a series of questions that can be asked to clients in order to help them evaluate 

their financial situation.  

 

Learning Objectives 

1. Participants will be equipped to help others answer the question, “how am I doing with 

my money?”  

2. Participants will be exposed to the complexities and dynamics of a financial life.  

3. Participants will evaluate diagnostic questions regarding a healthy financial life.   
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I. How Are You Doing? 

A. Complexities and Dynamics 

1. Relationships involved: Men and Women think differently 

 

2. Personalities involved: Spenders and Savers 

 

3. Life experiences: Training received and worldly advice 

 

4. Habits and patterns of behavior 

 

B. The Three Stages of Life 

1.  Self-preservation: Young Adult, new parents 

 

2. Accumulation: Adults, adult children 

 

3. Distribution: Mid-Life, grandchildren, retirement 

 

 

II. Simplifying the Money Conversation 

A. The Heart 

1. Behavior follows belief 

 

2. Questions to ask yourself: 

• Do I believe God owns it all? 

• Do I believe that what I have right now is enough? 

• Do I believe that I demonstrate my faith through my finances? 

• Do I believe God’s wisdom is available to me? 
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B. Habits 

1. Spend less than you earn 

 

2. Give generously 

 

3. Avoid the use of debt 

 

4. Plan for financial margin 

 

5. Set long term goals 

 

 

C. Health  

1. This identifies today’s reality.  

 

2. Pie Chart of Priorities 

• Live 

• Give 

• Owe (taxes) 

• Owe (debt) 

• Grow 

 

 

D. Hope 

1. Hope provides tomorrow’s promise. 

 

2. Change your spending habits to meet the priorities that you have.  

 

3. Changing habits to increase margin is the only way to meet long-term goals and align 

our hearts and hope toward eternity. 
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Examples of Questions To Ask: 

1. What do you think God would have you do? 

2. What does your spouse think about this? 

3. What’s the most important thing for you about money? 

4. What are your three biggest worries about money? 

5. Best or worst money decisions? 

6. Are you satisfied with your level of giving? 

7. How free would you feel if you had no debt? 

8. Are you content with your lifestyle? 

9. How do you feel about giving? 

10. Do you have a savings account? 

11. What’s your belief about college for your children and how will this be paid for? 

12. Will you pay for grandchildren’s college education? 

13. How do you feel about caring for aging parents? 

14. What would you do if you got $50,000 expectedly? 
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Abstract 

Money issues are a common theme in counseling. This session features an interview between 

counselor Robbie Sherrill and financial planner Ron Blue discussing real life situations and 

scenarios that they have faced in their respective careers.  

 

Learning Objectives 

1. Participants will evaluate real-world examples of this counseling tool in use.   

2. Participants will understand that all almost all money issues are rooted in communication 

and spiritual issues.  

3. Participants be introduced to a process of helping others develop a realistic financial plan.  
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I. An Interview with Robbie Sherrill 

A. Common Issues within a Counseling Session 

1.  Depending on the topic, the times money can come up in conversation can be as 

high as 60-70%. 

 

2. People often worry about how much they have. 

 

3. Often, one partner in the relationship will control the finances while other is 

unaware of the financial situation.  

 

4. Savers and spenders often clash. 

 

5. Money management has changed over the years.  

 

 

B. Finances as a Spiritual Decision 

1. Most clients would not know how to respond to the idea of finances as a spiritual 

decision.  

 

2. This is an area of conversation that opens a door for conversation. 

 

 

C. Techniques Used for Financial Questions 

1. Recognize that God is the ultimate provider. 

 

2. Refer clients to financial advisors. 

 

3. Use the assessment tool from Ron Blue. 
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D. Key Issues to Work Through 

1. Communication 

• Listening is necessary 

 

2. Financial Literacy 

• Teach financial literacy through God’s truth 

 

 

II. An Interview with Ron Blue 

A. The Need for a Money Management Tool 

1. There was a need from an academic and pastoral side. 

 

2. The goal was to create a tool that was simple and effective. 

 

 

B. Lessons from Financial Stories 

1. Men and women think differently. 

 

2. There is often a lot of fear among widows and single moms. 

 

 

C. The Importance of the Heart 

1. “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be.” 

 

2. Money can be a type of prison. 

 

3. There is as much fear in wealth as there is in poverty. 

 

 



Money and Financial Management 2.0 

D. A Biblical Perspective 

1. Confidence, contentment, and communication are by-product of money 

management.  

 

2. We all have hope in something.  

 

3. True financial hope is not in the amount of money you have, rather, it is hope in 

your mindset and how you think about money.  

 

 

 


