
Gathering Before God 
October 2, 2022

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder

Let us love and sing and wonder 
Let us praise the Savior’s name 
He has hushed the law’s loud thunder 
He has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame 
He has washed us with His blood  (3x)
He has brought us nigh to God

Let us love the Lord Who bought us 
Pitied us when enemies 
Called us by His grace and taught us 
Gave us ears and gave us eyes 
He has washed us with His blood  (3x)
He presents our souls to God

Let us sing though fierce temptation 
Threatens hard to bear us down 
For the Lord, our strong salvation, 
Holds in view the conqu’ror’s crown 
He, Who washed us with His blood,  (3x)
Soon will bring us home to God
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Let us wonder grace and justice 
Join and point to mercy’s store 
When through grace in Christ our trust is 
Justice smiles and asks no more 
He Who washed us with His blood  (3x)
Has secured our way to God

Let us praise and join the chorus 
Of the saints enthroned on high 
Here they trusted Him before us 
Now their praises fill the sky 
Thou hast washed us with Thy blood  (3x)
Thou art worthy Lamb of God
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CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We will give thanks to you, O LORD, with our whole heart; we will tell of all
your wonderful deeds.

People: We will be glad and exult in you; we will sing praise to your name, O
Most High.

Leader: Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.

People: He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  He
gives  power to the faint,  and to him who has no might  he increases
strength.

(from Psalm 9 and Isaiah 40)

GREETING
Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
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Rejoice

Come and stand before your Maker, full of wonder, full of fear
Come behold His power and glory, yet with confidence draw near
For the one who holds the heavens and commands the stars above
Is the God who bends to bless us with an unrelenting love

Rejoice, come and lift your hands and 
Raise your voice, He is worthy of our praise
Rejoice, sing of mercies of your King
And with trembling, rejoice

We are children of the promise, the beloved of the Lord
Won with everlasting kindness, bought with sacrificial blood
Bringing reconciliation to a world that longs to know
The affections of a Father, who will never let them go

All our sickness, all our sorrows, Jesus carried up the hill
He has walked this path before us. He is walking with us still
Turning tragedy to triumph, turning agony to praise
There is blessing in the battle, so take heart and stand amazed

Rejoice, when you cry to Him He hears 
Your voice, He will wipe away your tears
Rejoice, in the midst of suffering
He will help you sing
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Be Thou My Vision

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
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Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou, my great Father, and I, Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise;
Thou, mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

© Words: Public Domain and Belden Street Music Publishing
CCLI Song # 7056332

CCLI License # 4560741

CALL TO CONFESSION
Prayer of Confession 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from
my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and
my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done
what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blame-
less when you pass judgment.

You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret
heart. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Amen. 

Silent Confession 

WORDS OF PARDON 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.

(1 John 2:1-2)
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PASSING THE PEACE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Word of God 
SCRIPTURE READING – Genesis 14:1-16

1 In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer 
king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2 these kings made war with Bera king of
Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Ze-
boiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 And all these joined forces in the 
Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they had served Chedor-
laomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Che-
dorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and defeated the Rephaim 
in Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and 
the Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as El-paran on the border of the 
wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh) 
and defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who 
were dwelling in Hazazon-tamar.

8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king 
of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle 
in the Valley of Siddim 9 with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, 
Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 10 
Now the Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen pits, and as the kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and the rest fled to the hill country. 11
So the enemy took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 
provisions, and went their way. 12 They also took Lot, the son of Abram's 
brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way.

13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who was liv-
ing by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These 
were allies of Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken 
captive, he led forth his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went 
in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And he divided his forces against them by night, he 
and his servants, and defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, north of 
Damascus. 16 Then he brought back all the possessions, and also brought 
back his kinsman Lot with his possessions, and the women and the people.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SERMON
Speaker: Eric Mitchell

Title: "Rescue”

Series: Genesis: Then and Now

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

Leader: Let us say what we believe.

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He arose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Leader: Lord, in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.
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OFFERING

The Sending
BENEDICTION

Leader: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fel-
lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Now and forevermore, go in peace. 

(2 Cor 13:14) 

People: Amen.
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