
 

 

Gathering Before God  
December 5, 2021 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Angels We Have Heard On High 
    
 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 
 
 Gloria, In excelsis Deo 
 Gloria, In excelsis Deo 
 
Shepherds why this jubilee 
Why your joyous strains prolong 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav'nly song 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord the newborn King 
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to live, speak, and serve as the very presence of Jesus for  
Collingswood and its surrounding boroughs 



 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

People: You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice           before 
you, as with joy at the harvest,... 

Leader: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder,... 

People: And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 

Leader: Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom,... 

People: To establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. 

(from Isaiah 9) 

GREETING 

      Leader: The Lord be with you.  

       People: And also with you! 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

 
How Great Thou Art 

 

O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,  
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;  
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 
And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;  
That on a Cross, my burdens gladly bearing,  
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 

Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!  



 

 

 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,  
And there proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!” 
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O Come All Ye Faithful 
 

 

O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him 
Born the King of angels 
 
 O come let us adore Him 
 O come let us adore Him 
 O come let us adore Him 
 Christ the Lord 
 
Sing choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation 
O sing all ye bright 
Hosts of heav'n above 
Glory to God all 
Glory in the highest 
 
Yea Lord we greet Thee 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

Prayer of Confession  

Holy God, and Father most gracious! Rebuke us not in your anger, nor chasten us in your 
wrath. Heal us from our sin, for we are troubled. Deliver us for the sake of your steadfast 
love. Our sins trouble us, O God. We are troubled by how they have hurt others. We are 
troubled by how they have hurt ourselves. Your ways are right. Have mercy on us, O God. 

Holy God, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us for the sake of your 
Son, who died to free us from our sins. To you be honor and glory! Amen. 

 

Silent Confession  

 

WORDS OF PARDON  

“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law...the righteous-
ness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 
to be received by faith.” 

(from Romans 3) 
 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Word of God  

SCRIPTURE READING – Matthew 1:18-25 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 

the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 

shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 

to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet:  



 

 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 

name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 

took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 

name Jesus. 

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ! 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SERMON 

Speaker: Eric Mitchell 
Title: “Joseph and Jesus” 
Series: Wise Guys, Wise Men, and Immanuel: Matthew's Christmas Story 

 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

 

Leader: Let us say what we believe. 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He arose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 
Amen. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Leader: Lord in your mercy. 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERING 

 

The Sending  

BENEDICTION 

Leader: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. Now and forevermore, go in peace.  

(2 Cor 13:14)  

People: Amen. 


