
Gathering Before God  
January 17, 2021  

      Second Sunday after Epiphany 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of 

our salvation! 

People: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful 
noise to him with songs of praise! 

Leader: For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand 
are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The 
sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 

People: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, 
our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand. 

(from Psalm 95) 

GREETING  
Leader: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you! 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION  
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to live, speak, and serve as the very presence of Jesus 
for Collingswood and its surrounding boroughs.



How Can I Keep From Singing 

My life flows on in endless song; 
Above earth's lamentation, 
I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn 
That hails a new creation. 

Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear the music ringing. 
It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing? 

What though my joys and comforts die? 
The Lord, my Savior, liveth. 
What though the darkness gather round? 
Songs in the night he giveth. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm 
While to that refuge clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
How can I keep from singing? 

I lift my eyes, the cloud grows thin 
I see the blue above it 
And day by day this pathway smooths, 
Since first I learned to love it,  

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart 
A fountain ever springing! 
For all things are mine since I am his! 
How can I keep from singing? 
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CALL TO CONFESSION  

Prayer of Confession  

O most holy and gracious God, you are the King of all the world. Your laws are 
holy, just, and good. But we have denied to obey your commands, being unruly 
and self-willed. Lord, you are infinitely good, and yet we have not fully taken you 
for our portion, nor have we loved you with our whole heart, nor made you our 
true desire and delight. For all this, we ask your forgiveness. 
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Help us to deny ourselves, to take up our cross, and follow your son Jesus. Let us 
be faithful even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, 
through the merits and intercession of Christ Jesus our Lord, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

Silent Confession  

WORDS OF PARDON  
“In [Christ]...you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 
putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried 
with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the 
powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead 
in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together 
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” 

(Colossians 2:11-14) 
PASSING THE PEACE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Word of God  
SCRIPTURE READING - Hebrews 11:13-16, 12:1-2 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers 
and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are 
seeking a homeland. 15  If they had been thinking of that land from which they had 
gone out,  they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed  to be called 
their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is  set before us, 2  looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SERMON 
Speaker: Jim Angehr 

Title: “The Danger and Promise of Heaven” 

Series: Get off Your Island! 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED  
Leader:  Let us say what we believe.  
People:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
  the Creator of heaven and earth,  
  and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:  
  Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the Virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  The third day He arose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven  
  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,  
  whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  
  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and life everlasting.  
  Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Leader: Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer. 

Living Hope 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation, I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness, Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished, the end is written 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
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Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin oh and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior,  I'm Yours forever 
Oh Jesus Christ, my living hope 

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
And out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus, yours is the victory 

 By Phil Wickham and Brian Johnson 
c.2017 Phil Wickham Music, Simply Global Songs, Sing My Songs, Bethel Music Publishing 
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OFFERING 

The Sending  
BENEDICTION 

Leader: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Now and forevermore, go in peace.  

(2 Cor 13:14)  

People: Amen.  

DISMISSAL  

Leader: Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus                           
Christ.  

People: Thanks be to God!
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