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• Prime Timers - Nov. 16
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• Hello from the Mansell’s
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GOD IS PRESENT AMID TRANSITION!
WE ARE GRATEFUL!

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY - NOV. 7
The pandemic continues! We have found ourselves in the 
midst of transition! Frank has moved and we are waiting for 
the Interim Pastor to arrive! A lot of feelings go into this 
time of uncertainty, and it can be difficult! We have buried 
loved ones, even in the church we have lost four saints since 
Frank’s leaving.  Yet, there are so many things in the church 
that we have celebrated. We have taken in new members, 
welcomed partnership with Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana 
and led VBS, heard guest preachers, ministered to our con-
gregation, hosted an Ice Cream & Popsicle Drive-thru, cel-
ebrated the retirement of Dawnie Barnhouse and held our 
All-Church Retreat at Pyoca. God has been present as we 
have continued to be an Open. Caring. Community, living 
out our calling to be Christ’s faithful disciples. We are truly 
grateful to have received from our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sustainer especially through the roller coaster of emotions, 
which we have felt.

This next year will be a time for us to look to our future and 
listen for where God is calling us to be and what is God 
calling us to do. As our community and congregation con-
tinues to evolve, what will John Knox’s mission be? It is no 
doubt that we want John Knox to continue to be the healthy 
church that we have worked so hard to achieve and to live 
on being Christ’s light for our members as well as our neigh-
bors.

As a church, we are deeply grateful for the consistent and 
ever-flowing generosity of so many who have sustained the 
ministry of John Knox, especially during this time of transi-
tion.  And we are all invited to express that commitment to 
God on Stewardship Sunday on November 7.  Prior to that 
day, you will receive in the mail materials and a pledge card 
for 2022.  You are asked to complete that financial com
mitment and bring it with you that Sunday so it might be
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dedicated as part of our worship services.  If you are unable 
to be with us that day, then please feel free to mail it to the 
office or bring it another Sunday and place it in the offering.

Normally, we would gather for a special joint service on 
Stewardship Sunday, as well as a catered meal following 
worship.  Unfortunately, we are not able to do it again this 
year.  We have come up with the same schedule as we had 
last year for this special Sunday.

On Sunday, November 7, we will have our normal sched-
ule: worship services at 9:00 am and 11:00 am, and Church 
School at 10:00 am.  What will be different is that both wor-
ship services that day will be identical.  The orders of ser-
vice, the music – everything will be the same at both the 
9:00 and 11:00 services.  So, whichever service you attend 
– either in-person or online – it will be as if you’re attending 
a joint service.

We will again offer in celebration the gift of Celtic music.  
Both the band and the organ will lead our music in both 
services that day, and the hymns and praise songs will all be 
drawn from our Scotch-Irish heritage as Presbyterians.  This 
is one of our most popular worship services every year at 
John Knox, and we hope that by making these adjustments 
we can enjoy this once again this year as we have in years 
past!

I am grateful for the deep generosity that is inherent in this 
community of faith, and look forward to where God is lead-
ing us as generous stewards of God’s good gifts.

Blessings,
Lisa
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COMMUNION: Sunday, November 7. the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion will be celebrated.  Plan to be in church on that 
day to share this meal with the people of God.  If you will be 
joining us online, please have your forms of bread and juice 
available at home!

FOOD ON THE FIRST: Food items (non-perishable) are col-
lected on the first Sunday of the month and then taken to 
The Storehouse Food Pantry.  Bring your items on Sunday, 
November 7, or during office hours the week before.

SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 7

Don’t forget to set your clocks BACK one hour when you go 
to bed on Saturday, November 6, as that is when Daylight 
Savings ends.  We would hate for you to be an hour early to 
church on Sunday, November 7.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 7

PRIME TIMERS - NOVEMBER 16

The Prime Timers will gather for a Thanksgiving meal on 
Tuesday, November 16 at 12pm at the church. We will pro-
vide the turkey, stuffing and side dishes or dessert. Jim and 
Bonnie Graves will provide the turkey, stuffing and home-
made noodles. Please sign-up and let us know what you 
plan to bring; contact the church office if you are planning 
to attend (317-291-0308). Everyone is welcome to come and 
get in the holiday spirit!
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TIDINGS DEADLINE
Articles for the DECEMBER 2021 issue of the John Knox Tid-
ings are due by Wednesday, NOVEMBER 17.
The preferred way to turn in your articles is to email them 
directly to the editor:  JKPCTidings@gmail.com or place 
them in the TIDINGS mailbox in the Church Office. 

THANK YOU MARGARET WILSON

It is with deep gratitude that we share with the congrega-
tion that Margaret stipulated in her trust that John Knox be 
a charitable beneficiary. We have received $80, 450.72 to be 
used as an unrestricted gift. The session will be determining 
how this will be dispersed.

In the letter from Margaret’s niece, Deb Mishler shares: Mar-
garet’s church family was so important to her. The friend-
ships were long lasting through worship, study groups, mu-
sic, kid’s programs, women’s group, stewardship and travel. 
John Knox was a huge part of Aunt Margaret’s life and faith 
experiences. She was glad to be able to prove this gift to the 
church, where many memories of community were always 
present. Thanks to the congregation for always being there 
for her.

This gift speaks to the continued gratitude for Margaret’s 
life of discipleship and impact on the church’s ministry. This 
is the largest bequest in the last twenty years for our church 
– maybe in its history. As you think about your estate plan-
ning, may you consider letting your legacy live on in the 
ministry of John Knox.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS/PHONE

Rev. M. Elizabeth Wagner
1688 Bearcub Ln.
Avon, IN 46123

NEW BEGINNINGS UPDATE
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE:  The pantry is open to the pub-
lic Monday - Thursday from 8:30 am – 4:00 pm. The families 
visiting are expressing needs for food, utility, rent and gas 
assistance. A lot of our pantry visitors are unemployed due 
to COVID. Although we continue to push through the pan-
demic as a country, many families continue to struggle with 
homelessness, job loss, sickness, and financial insecurity. 
Please pray for the families and individuals struggling in our 
community and consider donating to the “New Beginnings” 
pantry. This month we were able assist 10 families with a $25 
Kroger gift card. Each family looking to find assistance at 
John Knox is thankful for your support of the “New Begin-
nings” pantry!       ~ Amy Willis

FUNDRAISING

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM:  You raised 
$132.44 in the third quarter of this year.  Thanks for your 
support.  All money raised goes in the church New Fund.  If 
you are not participating in the program, it is an easy way 
to support the church.  All you need is a Kroger Plus Card.  
Instructions on how to participate are on the table by the 
church office.  If you have any questions or need help to 
sign-up, please call  Judy Ricketts at 317-272-2533.



7

Blessings to all,

Just another reminder about the Pyoca Fall Youth Retreat 
from November 19 to the 21st and that there are scholar-
ships available for those interested in participating.

Remember you can join us live on YouTube for the Youth 
Sunday group after 10 am on Sunday.

Bendiciones,
Pastor William

YOUTH UPDATE

HELLO FROM THE MANSELL’S
We hope this finds you all well back in Indiana!  We are get-
ting settled into our new home in Raleigh, and the girls are 
doing well in college at Davidson.  We wanted to share that I 
have accepted a new call to be pastor of Western Boulevard 
Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, North Carolina.  Western 
Boulevard is about a mile from the North Carolina State Uni-
versity campus, is of similar size to John Knox, but also has 
some new opportunities for ministry.  My first Sunday will be 
November 7, and we are full of gratitude that God has called 
us to this new community of faith.  Our new home address 
is 1940 Jupiter Hills Court, Raleigh, NC, 27604.  Thank you 
for your continued prayers and support - we have felt them, 
to be sure!  And we are excited for you as Rev. Beth Wagner 
begins her ministry with you in October - God is surely pres-
ent with us all!
    — Frank and Debbie Mansell
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Judy Ricketts  Nov 1
Mariah Judy   Nov 2
Pam Whitehouse  Nov 3
Goehrig Orr   Nov 5
Joe Annan   Nov 9
Carolyn Lyons  Nov 10
Lora Spargur   Nov 12
Joseph Annan  Nov 13
Caitlin Whitaker  Nov 13
Betty Dunkel   Nov 18

Sharon Flannery    Nov 18
Jonathan Barnhouse  Nov 20
Alexandro Turcios    Nov 20
Cheryl Morrell    Nov 21
Jeff Williams     Nov 23
John Shaw     Nov 24
Jeffrey Orme        Nov 25
Allaire Schlicher-    Nov 26
   Beutner
Nicholas Whitaker     Nov 27

THE STOREHOUSE -
SPECIAL THANKSGIVING REQUEST

The Storehouse has begun their preparation for the Thanks-
giving holiday early.  They are taking advantage of the avail-
ability of food items and good pricing and stocking their 
shelves to be ready for the increase in need that goes along 
with this holiday.  This year, instead of food donations for 
Thanksgiving, they are asking for monetary donations in-
stead, so they can rebuild their depleted coffers.  If you 
wish to help them out with their holiday request your check 
should be written payable to the Church and allocate the 
funds to The Storehouse.   This is a special request for the 
Thanksgiving holiday only.  We will still have Food on the 
First and your food donations are greatly appreciated.  If 
you have any questions please see any member of the Mis-
sion Team,  Dan Bourne, Tim Graves, Carol McKeown or Bev 
Ray.
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

9 a.m.
Worship

11 a.m.
Worship Online

Sep. 19 53 27 60

Sep. 26 Combined 34 43

Oct. 3 37 17 50

Oct. 10 46 42 75

Oct. 17 47 11 55

AFGHAN FAMILTY RESETTLEMENT - 
AIDING TEAM RUBICON THROUGH

FRANCISCAN HEALTH

Team Rubicon is a voluntary team made up of military per-
sonnel, active and veterans, who served in Afghanistan and 
have deep personal feelings for the Afghan allies who worked 
shoulder to shoulder with them overseas.  Their needs are 
great and Franciscan Health has partnered with Team Ru-
bicon to not only provide medical services but also act as 
a collection center for donations of items such as; clothing, 
hygiene items, child-specific items, etc.  A list of requested 
items has been posted on the Mission bulletin board in the 
hallway outside the Sanctuary.  Items can be brought to the 
Church office and Dr. Sue Hartman has volunteered to take 
them to Franciscan Health’s collection site.  If you prefer to 
make a monetary donation you can do so at; trusa.co/re-
settlement, your donation will go directly to Team Rubicon.   
If you have any questions please see any member of the 
Mission Team. 

Thank You
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HAT AND MITTEN TREE

SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE

Winters cold and snow is just around the corner and the Hat 
& Mitten Tree has been erected in  the hallway outside the 
Sanctuary, awaiting your donations of new Hats, Scarves, 
Mittens and Gloves, which will be distributed to kids in need 
at three neighborhood elementary schools.  Donations to 
the tree will be accepted throughout the month of October, 
with October 31st being the last day to donate.  The schools 
and the kids greatly appreciate your gifts of warmth and 
love.
Thank you for giving,
The Mission Team

In early November, the Hat & MItten Tree will become the AN-
GEL TREE once more, giving us a way to participate in this 
wonderful program of giving through the Salvation Army.  
Adopt and Angel (or two), purchase the items requested by 
the child and return your purchases to the Church no later 
than December 8, 2021.

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, return your An-
gel to the Church with your check attached, payable to the 
Salvation Army, purpose “Angel Tree”.

Thank you for helping to bring Christmas Joy to local chil-
dren.
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The Worship Team and Chancel Guild invite everyone in 
the church to join us in decorating the church for Advent 
and Christmas.  You are invited to come on Saturday, No-
vember 27 for Hanging of the Greens.  We will gather at 
9am.   Doughnuts, coffee and other drinks will be provided.  
We will work throughout the morning placing decorations 
around the church.  We hope you will join us for this great 
opportunity for fellowship.  Thanks for your willingness to 
assist in making the church look beautiful for Christmas this 
season!

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM IS COMING!

Christmas Program is coming!  It’s time to prepare.  On Sun-
day, December 5 at 6:30pm, we will come together to cele-
brate the start of the Christmas season. This year’s program 
is in the process of planning. We will get more information 
to you soon.  If you are interested in reader’s theater or shar-
ing a talent of some sort, please contact Dawnie Barnhouse 
or Lisa Crismore.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 27

THEY’RE BACK!!!

Your JKPC Coordinating Team is excited to welcome back 
the CIRCLE CITY RINGERS to our Sanctuary to perform their 
uplifting Christmas music that always brings us so much 
joy.  Mark your calendar for Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 
3:30 p.m.  This concert will NOT be streamed online due to 
licensing issues, so prepare to enjoy this performance live 
and in person. 

See You There!
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