
 
We continue our discussion about money in today sermon. We find ourselves 1 Timothy. Again, money 
is something we don’t really like to talk about especially in church. We hear about the focus of money 
from the Apostle Paul in his letter to Timothy, who is the early evangelist in Ephesus. This is not a “Hi, 
how are you?” letter. This is not “I wish you well in all your ministry!” letter. No, this is an instructional 
letter about the church. Paul has gotten word that people could be selling out to the Roman Empire. In 
other words, they were working with the Romans or their giving was supporting the Roman government. 
This was leading to the exploitation and oppression of the poor! Paul wanted the people in the church 
to realize that how they made their money and handled their money needed to align with their values 
and believes. Paul is saying that living a true life of following Christ can definitely help others but it will 
also give joy to the follower. 
 
It is no wonder that we don’t like to talk about money in church. There has been a history of church 
staff, religious evangelist, and various denominations, who have used guilt to get money from people 
and they misused those funds. They didn’t care about the poor or the needs of others only about their 
pockets getting fatter and deeper.  
 
In the 19th and 20th centuries, there were a lot of churches using some bad theology. They called it the 
“prosperity gospel” or the “health and wealth gospel”. The preacher’s sermon focused on sin and guilt.  
So, if you were poor or you were sick, you were not working hard enough or you were not giving enough 
to the church. Shame on them! There are sick people. There are poor people. Their poverty or sickness 
has nothing to do with sin or punishment from God! So, how do we as Christians and disciples of the 
church learn good theology when it comes to money and using God’s gifts? 
 
Marcia McFee from Design Studio says, 
This week’s theme, “looking out,” can invite the use of the phrase “looking out for…” Who are we 
ultimately looking out for? How do we balance our need to care for our own well-being and also look 
out for the bigger picture?  What is “prosperity” really? How can we redefine it? I am an etymology nerd 
and so I love to explore the origins of words. Prosperare is the Latin root that meant literally, “to cause 
to succeed” or “to render happy.” Well, there it is. “Happiness” and “success” are things that are not 
just based in money (although our 21st century world might allude that they are), but rather can be 
translated into a state of well-being that ultimately depends on our interconnectedness with the well-
being of others. Additionally, the Old Latin roots point to “according to one’s hopes” (Pro = “for” and 
spes = “hope”). For what do we hope? What we hope for, what we value, what we build, is where we 
will put our resources. And “resources” must also be seen in terms of the non-monetary gifts we can 
give, especially because for many, money barely covers the costs of keeping ourselves in food and 
necessities.” (www.worshipdesignstudio/wonderfull-life) 
 
In this series, Marsha McFee refers to the book, “Integrating Money and Meaning.” (“Integrating Money 
and Meaning”; www.chicorywealth.com; Maggie Kulyk; 2019) Last week, Beth asked you a couple of 
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questions when you used your phone on “monti.com.” Do you remember how you answered the 
questions: 
 

- Let’s say today you find out you have 5-10 years to live. You won’t be debilitated; you will simply 
die suddenly within that time frame. What would you change about your life? 

- What if you instead only have one year to live. Does that change anything? 
- What if you got word that you will die before the sundown today? 

 
Is there a thought or vision that keeps rising to the top as you reflect on your answers? The authors, 
Maggie Kulyk and Liz McGeachy call this your courageous vision. If you recall, Beth said that this will 
lead you on your spiritual path, a path that will give meaning and wholeness to your life. The book goes 
on to offer an assessment of the “four key money activities,” which are earning, giving, spending and 
storing. These activities help examine how you live your life through the lens of money and keeping in 
check with your courageous vision. It is about staying on the path and tracking it so you stay focused.  
 
To break it down, lets look at these activities (“Integrating Money and Meaning”; 
www.chicorywealth.com; Maggie Kulyk; 2019): 
Earning – This is basically talking about the way you earn your money. Most of us are retired. You have 
made your choices when you worked. Did your job make you feel valued for your gifts? Did or does 
your employer care about you as a person? Does your job match what you see as your courageous 
vision? Going back to the letter from Paul to Timothy, if they answered that the money they earned was 
helping the Roman authorities, this would NOT be a courageous vision of a Christian nor would they 
be able to stay on their spiritual path. If you are retired, what is it that you feel called to do to use your 
gifts now that you have more free time? This is the time that you have received as a gift for the work of 
your past so how is this being used to align with your courageous vision? 
 
Giving - This may not always be a priority on people’s “to do lists.” But, it is a very good spiritual practice 
to have. “There were a series of experiments done in North America in 2008 and it showed that the 
people who gave money away reported a higher level of happiness than those who spent it on 
themselves.” (p. 120; “Integrating Money and Meaning”; www.chicorywealth.com; Maggie Kulyk; 2019) 
I remember from the Dave Ramsey – Financial Peace program, one of the first things he has you do is 
set aside a portion of your income to give to a charity or organization of your choosing. We hear Paul’s 
words to Timothy, “
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