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Prayer of Illumination: 

As water splashed across our face awakens us in the morn, may your Word awaken 

us to your presence. Wash us in your wisdom, bathe us in your goodness, refresh 

us with your grace, by the power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

  

SCRIPTURE  John 1:35-51 

New Revised Standard Version 

The First Disciples of Jesus 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched 

Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples 

heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them 

following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” 

(which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, 

“Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained 

with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who 

heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first 

found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah”. He brought 

Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are 

to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter[c]). 

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 

found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the 

law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 

said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come 

and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is 

truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you 

get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
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you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under 

the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very 

truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.” 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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“Come and See” 

 

John’s story of Jesus’ baptism as well as his birth narrative is far different from the 

other Gospels.  From the start of the Gospel, John points to the uniqueness of 

Jesus’ place in the story of God. John points to what Jesus will do through the 

sacrifice of his own life for the sake of others. This is a story worth telling and 

passing along. Sometimes we maybe make it a little too big a deal, forgetting that 

the way to pass the torch of faith is through the simple conversations we have with 

people we know. 

So let’s set the stage for this text (and perhaps understand why it's considered the 

baptism of Jesus text. I’m heading back into scripture to John 1, starting with the 

19th verse “Now this was John the Baptist’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in 

Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. John did not fail to 

confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” They asked him, “Then who 

are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”“ Are you the Prophet? ”He answered, 

“No.” Finally, they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those 

who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” John replied in the words of Isaiah 

the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 

for the Lord.’ Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do 

you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” “I baptize with 

water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one 

who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” This all 

happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  

The next section of John is our text for today.  

Four people encounter Jesus for the first time in John 1:35-51. Each of them has a 

different experience. Jesus invites each of them, not to memorize a creed or join an 

institution, but to follow him and to come and see where he abides. That is the 

invitation of the Gospel of John. Come and See who Jesus is and then to invite us to 

translate the story to how we can abide with God each day. 
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The first person to encounter Jesus is actually John and two of his disciples.  The 

text tells us that the disciples begin to follow Jesus after John identifies him as the 

Lamb of God. The first question Andrew ask is where are you abiding (staying). 

That’s kind of a weird question. The word they use there is an important word in 

the Gospel of John. It can be translated as living, dwelling, abiding. Jesus uses it in 

John 15 when he tells the disciples that he is the vine and they are the branches, if 

they abide in him he will abide in them. This whole Gospel is about learning where 

God abides, and how God abides there. 

Jesus says Come and See. It is a clear reminder that to be a follower of Jesus and 

to know where God abides is not an idea. It is not a doctrine to be memorized. 

It is a reality to be experienced. It is a way of life, and you can only know it by 

going and seeing it for yourself. 

And that is exactly what Andrew did (he abided with Jesus through the afternoon), 

THEN and this is important Andrew went to find his brother Simon Peter to share 

this experience and he invited Simon to COME and SEE. Simon does join Andrew, 

meets Jesus, and simply becomes a follower. 

Next, Jesus finds Philip and invites him to follow. Sometimes it seems that God 

seeks us out directly and has a special call on our life. There’s one more character… 

 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses 

in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 

Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

Again, Philip was so excited to be found by Jesus that he goes and finds his friend 

Nathanael. But notice how Nathanael responds. He doubts. He is skeptical. That 

seems to be the dominant type in our society. If you wrestle with doubt, I want to 

tell you right now. That’s OK. Notice how Philip responds. Philip said to him, “Come 

and see.”He simply followed Jesus’ example. He didn’t try to explain it, he simply 

invited Nathanael to experience Jesus and where he abides. 
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This morning as you entered our worship space you receive a stone, I invite you to 

take the stone and look at it. Very simple, rather small, it fits into the palm of your 

hand, it is not complicated, a lovely shade of blue (intentionally) to remind you of 

water. A way to remind you that you abide with God as God abides with you.  

Our faith grows as we follow Jesus. John’s proclamation begins to take hold as 

Jesus attracts his first followers. They are already impressed by what they see in 

their new leader, but they couldn’t possibly be prepared for what is to come.  

Over the next few weeks, we will be spending time in the Gospel of John and I want 

to remind you Jesus said COME and SEE! AMEN 


