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“With A Little Help” 

 

 Scripture   John 2:1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 

Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 

wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They 

have no wine. “And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you 

and to me? My hour has not yet come. “His mother said to the servants, "Do 

whatever he tells you." Now standing there were six stone water jars for the 

Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said 

to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim. He 

said to them, "Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward." So, 

they took it. 

When the steward tasted the water that had become wine and did not know 

where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), 

the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the 

good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 

drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now." 

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 

glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 

A Word of God that is still speaking, 

Thanks be to God. 
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The first few chapters of the book of John record the busy early days of 

Jesus’ ministry. He was baptized by John the Baptist, tempted in the 

wilderness, and called his first disciples. Suddenly, He has to participate in 

an event that seems almost commonplace compared to the Father and the 

Spirit being present at His baptism and overcoming Satan in the desert. He 

is a guest at a wedding at Cana in Galilee. 

I love this story, not because it is Jesus’ first miracle, but because it is such 

a human story. I can see it in my mind’s eye. The family has gathered for a 

wedding. Now granted that weddings in the Middle East are much more than 

a ceremony and a reception; NO, they are a PARTY!  This party followed 

several other things, like the arrangement of the marriage. The parents of 

the groom (who is about 18) would select a bride from a select group of 

young women (generally around 13). Once the selection has been arranged, 

it was followed by a year of betrothal. The couple often lived apart (although 

it was not unheard of for the bride to move in with the groom’s parents so 

she could learn the family’s customs). This marriage arrangement included 

protracted negotiations between the families. You see, marriage was not so 

much about love and romance as it was about survival. Further, it was not 

merely the individuals who were married; the two families came together in 

mutual support. Beauty and romance, while considered pleasant things, 

were noted to be passing. Life and survival had to be based on sturdier 

foundationsi. This coming together of families led to the extended 

celebration of not only a marriage but also this union of family.  

Now, at the conclusion of the betrothal period, when all the agreements 

were signed, the wedding could occur. Weddings of that time typically 

extended over five to seven days. Autumn was the best time for marriages 

because the harvest was in, the vintage was over, minds were free, and 

hearts were at rest. It was a season when the evenings were cool, making it 



 
P

ag
e3

 

pleasant to sit up late at night. In small villages, the entire community would 

usually gather to celebrate.  

Some theologians believe the wedding couple were relatives of Mary, the 

mother of Jesus. It would make sense, if close family Mary would know that 

the servants were beginning to panic because they ran out of wine. 

Culturally, running out of wine would make the family appear inhospitable, 

cheap, and unwilling to spend money to take care of their guests. Being 

hospitable was, and still is, a cornerstone cultural value in much of the 

Middle East.  

Other scholars suggest that the reason they were running out of wine was 

that while Jesus was invited, the disciples were certainly beyond his plus one 

card. For whatever reason, the wine began to run low. Mary pressed Jesus to 

do something about the situation.  

Jesus' first miracle - the transformation of water into wine happened not 

long after the first few disciples began following Jesus. He had not yet 

displayed personal, supernatural power in front of people, and John 

confirmed, “This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 

exhibited his glory. And his disciples believed in him” The goodness of God 

abounds. 

So often we concentrate on this being Jesus’ first miracle. Today, I am 

wondering about Jesus’ mom, Mary.  

Since Christmas, our scripture lessons have been about Jesus’ growing up. 

And if you noticed, Mary is in every story. Last week we talked about the 

fact that Mary (and Joseph) did not see their responsibility to train Jesus in 

the role of Savior. No, from the Scripture account, we get the sense that 

they understood their role to be themselves: parents.  

So how then do we understand what Mary did in this story?  

Was her concern simply out of the relationship with the bride and groom’s 

family and the dishonor it would bring them and, by extension her?  
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Was this simply being an overbearing Jewish Mom?  

Or something in between? 

I wonder if this was a subtle reminder that we all need encouragement. 

Jesus is no longer a young boy; he as entered his prime and is about 29 or 

30 years old at the time of this story. He has completed step one of this new 

path in he has called his disciples. And perhaps like all new ministry, he 

wants to settle in, have a honeymoon period where his disciples get to know 

him before the hard stuff hits. I know that is always my hope as I move 

from congregation to congregation. I like a little honeymoon (although as a 

transitional, I would consider three months just about perfect); most called 

pastors hope for a year before the hard stuff begins. And just like at JKPC I 

didn’t get quite three months before the hard stuff hit. We weathered the 

storm and moved on. So perhaps Jesus’ is hoping for a honeymoon before 

this real task begins, and his MOM shows up and begins to encourage him to 

step away from that plan and move into ministry. For John (the only place 

we find this miracle), it is part of a larger theological pattern of attested 

Jesus’ being the Messiah. For us, I wonder if it is not a reminder to be the 

encourager. The person that reminds us of the gift we have been given and 

the need to use them.  

Mary, as mother, sees in her son all the gifts that God has bestowed upon 

him. She sees that his future is not that of a carpenter but of a savior of 

people. She has seen him interact with the Rabbis and religious leaders, and 

she knows he is destined for greatness. And I wonder if her impatience in 

moving things is because she knows Jesus. So, she feels no qualms about 

encouraging him.  

How often do we see other people’s gifts and abilities and wonder, should I 

say something or wait and see?   
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If we do it right (no nagging) if we follow Mary’s pattern, she simply stated 

the facts “They have no wine. “His mother said to the servants, "Do 

whatever he tells you." And then Mary fades to the background, and the 

miracle unfolds. Simple encouragement! 

As we embark in a new chapter in JKPC life, we will need lots of people to 

step forward with their gifts, and we will all need to encourage each other.  

Our new 6-word story begins with Come and See! All of us can extend that 

invitation. Come and see.  

In many ways, I think that is what Mary was saying Come and See what my 

son will do. Come and see. We all need that encouragement, whether it is 

simply to come to church or join one of the new projects we are starting. 

Come and see!  

AMEN 

 
i https://blog.adw.org/2017/03/marriage-family-time-jesus/ 


