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Lay Reader:   

The pregnancy of Mary is connected to the promise of justice and joy in the 

readings this week. Mary’s womb becomes a sacred space for the gestation 

of grace that moves into, and is transforming, the world. We will ponder the 

spaces we inhabit at home, work, and community, asking whether they are 

feeding, nurturing, and reflecting the freedom and joy that is so desperately 

needed. Hear this first reading: 

First Reading 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 (NRSVUE) 

Reader: The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice 

with joy and shouting. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 

who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will 

come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save 

you.”  

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 

opened; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 

speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and 

streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty 

ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the 

grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean 

shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even 

fools, shall go astray. 

No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 

not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
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The Word in Music - Choir  

 

 (Lay Reader move to pulpit as choir or band moved to their seats) 

Second Reading 

Luke 1: 46b-55 (NRSVUE) 

Reader:  And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 

has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 

    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty 

One has done great things for me, and holy is his name; indeed, his mercy 

is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the 

lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away 

empty. 

He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 

descendants forever.”  

 

 

A Word of God that is still speaking, 

Thanks be to God. 
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Saying YES to Sacred Space 

The pregnancy of Mary is connected to the promise of justice and joy in the 

readings this week. Mary’s womb becomes a sacred space for the gestation of 

grace that moves into, and is transforming, the world.  

 

The vision from Isaiah is glorious. It is poetry constructed of pairs of 

opposites–places that need transformation are tended by God and are made 

new.  

 

Mary’s Magnificat is a staple of Advent, often on this third Sunday in which we 

highlight joy. The song is a “power ballad” in the terminology of musical 

theater. Power ballads are songs in shows that hold so much emotion, and 

can fill the theater with amazing energy, bringing the joyful, now-convicted 

audience to their feet. They are often found just before intermission or at the 

end of the show. I would say that Mary’s power ballad is the former, coming 

before the birth, sung with a full belly pregnant with possibility. She “brings 

it,” as we say, and her “yes” to providing a Sacred Place for the holy inspires 

us to our own “yes” to adore, create, and nurture places where goodness is 

born. 

 

I am pondering this idea of saying YES, like Mary said yes. Her yes becomes 

our eternal yes to God. It is a yes that cannot be undone.  

Father Rohr writes in The Universal Christ “The point is that, in some ways, 

many humans can identify with Mary more than they can with Jesus 

precisely because she was not God, but the archetype for our yes to God! 

Not one heroic action is attributed to her, only trust itself: pure being and 

not doing. From her first yes to the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:38), to the birth 

itself (2:7), to her last yes at the foot of the cross (John 19:25), and her full 

presence at fiery, windy Pentecost (see Acts 1:14, where she is the only 
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woman named at the first outpouring of the Spirit), Mary appears on cue at 

the key moments of the Gospel narratives. She is Everywoman and 

Everyman, and that is why I call her the feminine symbol for the universal 

incarnation. Mary is the Great Yes that humanity forever needs for Christ to 

be born into the world.i 

And yet Mary is not overly busy or productive, in a modern sense. She often 

seems passive and silent, yet her yes, allow God to work through her life as 

a mother, caregiver, and a conduit for love.  Mary seems to have this ability 

to create healthy boundaries and create a space for Jesus to grown and for 

God to Work.  

Last week we talked about the fact that Christ is within each of us, our 

reflection shows the Divine DNA.  This week we turn our attention to 

creation. All of creation is “Real Presence.” We could call it the anointing of 

the universe at Creation. This is not pantheism (God is everything), but 

panentheism (God is in everything!). So, we reflect the Divine DNA in a 

world where God is in Everything! Father Rohr, says “Everything visible, 

without exception, is the outpouring of God. What else could it really be? ii 

We live in Sacred space. A world that God ask us to tend and care for. A 

place for the growth of justice and joy–deep and abiding goodness.  Mary 

models this idea of creating this kind of sacred space, for us and for others 

and nurture it to fullness. 

What can we take from Mary as we look to saying “YES “to creating, living, 

and experiencing Sacred Space? 

A couple of thoughts come to mind 

1) If Jesus is the archetype of what God is doing, Mary is the model of 

how to receive what God is doing and hand it on to others.iii 
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a. Mary unwavering role is offering Jesus to the observer for 

inviting us to come to him. Think of all the Madonna and Child 

portraits. Mary is always hold Jesus “out” to us.  

2) Mary created healthy boundaries- allow Jesus to grow and for God 

to work. 

a. Mary was a steady presence in Jesus’ life, but she did not take 

on too much of Jesus’ burden. So often we try to provide 

emotional and financial support to our children or vulnerable 

members of our society, and we create an unhealthy co-

dependance. Our intentions, however good they are, and our 

desire to feel good about ourselves often disempowers others. 

b. Mary shows us how to hold the tension of caring for others while 

giving them space to grow. She accepts who she is, and the role 

that God has ask of her, while maintaining her focus on what’s 

most importantiv.   

3) We need to return to scripture and take page from Mary’s 

Magnificat and say with Mary “I’m bursting with God-news:  I’m 

dancing the song of my Savior God. God took one good look at me 

and look what happened— I’m the most fortunate person on earth! 

What God has done for me will never be forgotten” 

So how do I live into this saying YES to God. This week let’s ponder the 

spaces we inhabit at home, work, and community, asking whether they are 

feeding, nurturing, and reflecting the freedom and joy that is so desperately 

needed.  

So, how’s our space doing? Is it fine and we just should keep doing what we 

doing? Do we need to freshen the space up? Re-envision our mission so that 

we are reflecting God to the world? Or is God asking for a more radical plan, 

moving us out of our comfort zone and into a “Mary” zone so that our YES 
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makes a different to our neighborhood? To ask us to say everyday “I’m 

bursting with God-news:  I’m dancing the song of my Savior God.” 

Today you received a string of prisms. What happens when you hold the 

prism in light? It cast or multiples the light--- And I believe that is what God 

as Mary to do and what God ask us to do. We are to be prism’s that cast or 

multiple God’s light to the world. Our yes is just that. So, find a place to 

hang your prism as a reminder to say Yes to God to the feeding, nurturing, 

and reflecting the freedom and joy to the world! 

AMEN 

 
i Rohr, Richard. The Universal Christ (p. 127). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

 
ii Rohr, Richard the Universal Christ, (p. 13) The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

 
iii Rohr, Richard. The Universal Christ (p. 127). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

 
iv Rohr, Richard & Boland Patrick, Everything is Sacred (Page 123) Convergent Publishing 


