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Sermon in a sentence 

Jesus was God’s love poured out for us. Jesus forgave 

again and again, modeling kindness and love in 

unmeasurable amounts–even before folks admitted they 

needed it!  Why? So that we can model God’s love for the 

world. So that we can pour God’s love into the World.  

Telling the Story/ Unpacking Scripture 

In the 1991 award winning film "Grand Canyon" a Kevin 

Kline pays immigration attorney breaks out of a traffic 

jam and attempts to bypass it. His route takes him along 

streets that seem progressively darker and more 

deserted. Then the predictable nightmare: the man’s 

fancy sports car stalls on one of those alarming streets 

whose teenage guardians wear expensive guns and 

sneakers. He does manage to phone for a tow truck, but 

before it arrives five young toughs surround the 

attorney’s disabled car and threaten him with 

considerable bodily harm. Just in time, the tow truck 

played by Danny Glover shows up and its driver, an 

earnest, genial man, begins to hook up the sports car. 

The toughs protest; the driver is interrupting their meal. 
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So, the driver takes the group leader aside and attempts 

a 5-sentence introduction to metaphysics; "Man," he 

says, "the world ain’t supposed to work like this. Maybe 

you don’t know that, but this ain’t the way it’s supposed 

to be. I’m supposed to be able to do my job without 

asking you if I can. And the dude is supposed to be able 

to wait with his car without you rippin’ him off. 

Everything’s supposed to be different than what it is 

here."i 

I agree with the tow truck driver that everything’s 

supposed to be different than what it is in the movie. 

Everything is supposed to be different than what it is 

here too. I’m supposed to be able to slow down to make 

a right turn without someone honking at me or making 

an obscene gesture. You are supposed to be able to let 

your children walk to the school bus without the fear of 

them never coming home. Your neighbors are supposed 

to be able to ask for help with the yard or the car or the 

kids. But it’s getting to be less and less like the way 

everything’s supposed to be. 

SO WHAT? 
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We have choices to make. You have no control over other 

people’s actions toward you. What you do have control 

over is your action toward others. 

Our actions are fruit of our attitude and I believe our 

attitude will reflect the condition of our relationship with 

Jesus. If we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, we will walk 

with a spirit of forgiveness and will reflect a Christ like 

attitude toward others. Each of you must tell the truth to 

your neighbor[a] because we are parts of each other in 

the same body. 26 Be angry without sinning.[b] Don’t let 

the sun set on your anger. 27 Don’t provide an 

opportunity for the devil.  

It is possible to be anger without sinning as our scripture 

this morning states. Once again, our Greek has a variety 

of words for anger. And this particular word (anger) is 

not momentary outward, boiling–over rage or inward, 

seething resentment, but rather a deep–seated, 

determined and settled conviction. As seen in this 

passage, its New Testament use can be an emotion good 

or bad, depending on motive and purpose. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204%3A25-5%3A2&version=CEB&interface=print#fen-CEB-29277a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204%3A25-5%3A2&version=CEB&interface=print#fen-CEB-29278b
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Paul’s command is to be angry (from orgizo), with the 

qualification and yet do not sin. In this statement he 

may be legitimating righteous indignation, anger at evil, 

at that which is done against the Person of the Lord and 

against His will and purpose. It is the anger of the Lord’s 

people who hate evil. It is the anger that abhors 

injustice, immorality, and ungodliness of every sort.  

Paul wants us to fixes our eyes on Jesus and remind 

ourselves that as each of us is part of the community or 

body of Christ, we must remind ourselves that we must 

be very careful with the emotion angry. If we are angry 

at a person for a perceived slight or a behavior, we don’t 

like we could very well be sinning. If we are angry at the 

injustices of the world, we might very well be angry 

without sinning.  

Tell them what you told them 

When we fix our eyes on Jesus, we see the world through 

Jesus’ eyes, not our own flawed vision.   Don’t let any 

foul words come out of your mouth. Only say what is 

helpful when it is needed for building up the community 

so that it benefits those who hear what you say. 30 Don’t 
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make the Holy Spirit of God unhappy—you were sealed 

by him for the day of redemption. 31 Put aside all 

bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, and 

slander, along with every other evil. 32 Be kind, 

compassionate, and forgiving to each other, in the same 

way God forgave you in Christ. 

Today we join Christians around the world; 

Presbyterians, Methodist, Lutherans, Disciples of Christ, 

United Church of Christ, Episcopalians and more are we 

gather around this table of Christ. We come sinners, yet 

leave the table filled with the Holy Spirit… ready to be 

poured out into the World, instruments of love and peace 

and forgiveness. 

AMEN 

DVD – The Turquoise Table (deicox film)  

 

Choir Anthem - Wonderous Cross 
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i   from commentary by Marty Martin in Context 

magazine. 

 


