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September 11, 2022 

   

 John 15:12-17 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not 

call you servants[a] any longer, because the servant[b] does not know what 

the master is doing, but I have called you friends, because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from my father. 16 You did not 

choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit 

that will last, so that the father will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 

another. 

A Word of God that is still speaking, 

Thanks be to God 

 

The Word in Music 

choral anthem  

 

1 Samuel 18:30-19:10 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

Scripture: 1 Samuel 18:30-19:10; 20: 32-42 New Revised Standard Version 

Updated Edition 

 NARRATOR: Saul’s Plan was to have David fall by the hands of the 

Philistines. The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and as 

often as they David met with more success than the rest of Saul’s officers 
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and his name became well known. Saul told his son Jonathan and all the 

attendants to kill David. But Jonathan was very fond of David and warned 

him: 

JONATHAN: My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your 

guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there. I will go out and 

stand with my father in the field where you are. I’ll speak to him about you 

and will tell you what I find out. 

NARRATOR: Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father: 

JONATHAN: Let not the kind do wrong to his servant David; he has not 

wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. He took his 

life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The Lord won a great victory 

for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong 

to an innocent man like David by Killing him for no reason? 

NARRATOR: Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: 

SAUL: As surely as the Lord Lives, David will not be put to death. 

NARRATOR: So, Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. 

He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as before. Once more war 

broke out, and David went out and fought the Philistines. He struck them 

with such force that they fled before him. But an evil spirit from the Lord 

came upon Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand. 

Whild David was playing the harp, Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his 

spear, but David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the wall. That night 

David made good his escape. 

NARRATOR: Saul’s anger flared up at Jonathan as long as the son of Jesse 

lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now 

send someone to bring him to me, for he must die!” 

JONATHAN: Why should he be put to death? What has he done?”  

NARRATOR: But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan 

knew that his father intended to kill David. Jonathan got up from the table in 
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fierce anger; on that second day of the feast he did not eat, because he was 

grieved at his father’s shameful treatment of David. In the morning Jonathan 

went out to the field for his meeting with David. He had a small boy with 

him,  

JONATHAN: Run and find the arrows I shoot. 

NARRATOR: As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond him.  When the boy 

came to the place where Jonathan’s arrow had fallen. The boy picked up the 

arrow and returned to his master. As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond 

him. 3 When the boy came to the place where Jonathan’s arrow had fallen,  

JONATHAN: Isn’t the arrow beyond you? Hurry! Go quickly! Don’t stop! 

NARRATOR: The boy picked up the arrow and returned to his master. (The 

boy knew nothing about all this; only Jonathan and David knew this was 

code). Then Jonathan gave his weapons to the boy to carry home. After the 

boy had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone and bowed 

down before Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground. Then they 

kissed each other and wept together—but David wept the most. 

JONATHAN Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the 

name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord is witness between you and me, and 

between your descendants and my descendants forever.’”  

NARRATOR: Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town. 

 

 A Word of God that is still speaking, 

Thanks be to God. 
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Friends We Weep for 

Lord, give us grace this morning that we would be both hearers and doers of 

the Word. And may our obedience in both listening and living bring glory to 

You. AMEN 

  

 Friendship is an underlying theme of numerous stories in the Bible, whether 

we think of Ruth and Naomi, David and Jonathan, Jesus and his beloved 

disciple, or Paul and Timothy. Most centrally, through Jesus’ life and sacrifice 

we are made friends with God—which is a rather daunting  

thought for imperfect created beings like us. Friendship is a powerful human 

need. We crave friends because we are created in the image of God with the 

capacity to love and be loved.   

  

The battle was over, and quite descended over the Valley of Elah. As the 

tents of the army encampment rustled in the afternoon breeze, King Saul 

held an audience. His eldest son, Jonathan, was in attendance, and a 

youthful shepherd was excitedly recounting his tale. The youth was David, 

and he was full of zeal and enthusiasm. Saul listened with rapt attention, 

hanging on to David’s every word. How, though, did Jonathan feel? He had 

won victories in his long career of serving in Jehovah’s army. But today’s 

victory did not belong to Jonathan; it belonged to this youth. David had 

killed the giant Goliath! Was Jonathan jealous of the glory being heaped on 

David? 

Jonathan’s reaction might surprise you. We read in scripture (1 Samuel 18:

1-5): “As soon as David had finished speaking to Saul, Jonathan and David 

became bound together in close friendship, and Jonathan began to love him 

as himself.” Jonathan gave David his own fighting gear, including his bow—

quite a gift, for Jonathan was a renowned archer. What is more, Jonathan 
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and David made a covenant, a solemn agreement, which bound them 

together as friends who would support each other. Thus began one of the 

greatest friendships described in the Bible.i 

Theologian Caroline Simon defines good friendship as one in which each 

friend sees (to some degree) what God calls the other person to become and 

helps to facilitate that process.ii 

Clearly Jonathan and David’s friendship shines with each of them help each 

see their call from God and helping facilitate that call. Some background 

may help us to understand what drew Jonathan to young David. Jonathan 

saw David’s great faith. Remember, unlike those in Saul’s army, David was 

undaunted by Goliath’s colossal size. He reasoned that going into battle 

bearing Jehovah’s name made him more powerful than Goliath with all his 

weaponry.(1 Samuel 17:45-47). 

Years earlier, Jonathan had reasoned similarly. He was sure that two men—

he and his armor-bearer—could attack and defeat an entire garrison of 

armed soldiers. Why? “Nothing can hinder Jehovah,” Jonathan said. (1 

Samuel 14:6) So Jonathan and David had much in common: strong faith in 

Jehovah and deep love for him. That was the ideal basis for friendship 

between the two men. Even though Jonathan was a mighty prince and 

nearing 50 years of age, while David was a humble shepherd and likely not 

yet 20 years old, those differences between them did not matter. The 

covenant they made was a real protection for their friendship.iii And the story 

continues with the decline of King Saul to the point he turns against David. 

He plots David’s death, and while Jonathan intervenes for his friend. Clearly 

though, Saul is determined to kill David and so Jonathan does what he can 

to protect his friend. He warns him, then David got up from the south side of 

the stone and bowed down before Jonathan three times, with his face to the 

ground. Then they kissed each other and wept together—but David wept the 
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most. Before Jonathan sends him away “Go in peace, for we have sworn 

friendship with each other in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord is 

witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my 

descendants forever.’”  

Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town, this was the last time 

they saw each other.  

  

The wept as the said good-bye, I suspect each knew this would be the last 

time they saw each other. Their friendship was so rich and so deep. It is a 

model I think for each of us to consider our friendship with each other and 

with God. Jesus uses this metaphor of friendship to describe his relationship 

to the disciples. He knew the longing of the human heart to be listened to, to 

find fulfillment, and to be loved unconditionally. All of these longings point to 

Jesus Christ. You see God wants that kind of relationship with each of us. In 

fact, God us that type of relationship through Jesus Christ.  But I think it 

goes beyond personal relationship and this type of relationship extend to our 

church body and those around our church.  

  

In the activity called Appreciative Inquiry that we used during the 

introduction to our Mission study last month the question was asked who 

would miss this church if we were gone? And you all named all the 

organizations that use our building. I began to wonder about the question in 

a different way – Who would weep if the church were gone?  While ESL 

program or the Pre-school or AA would miss our building if we were gone, 

the fact of the matter is that they would go on, find another location, and 

continue about their business. I don’t think they would weep for us. They 

might consider it sad, but I don’t think it is to the level of friendship where 

they would weep as David and Jonathan wept. What would happen if these 
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agencies were to become friends with JKPC. What would that look like? We 

would have to see (to some degree) what God calls the other person/ 

agency to become and helps to facilitate that process. What would that look 

like?  

And what of our surrounding community, would they even know we were 

gone, much less weep for the loss of JKPC?  

What does it take to build a relationship into a friendship? I suspect it begins 

with our relationship with God, first and foremost and then we can build on 

good friendship as one in which each friend sees (to some degree) what God 

calls the other person to become and helps to facilitate that process. May it 

be so! AMEN 

 
i https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/faith-in-god/men-women-bible/david-jonathan-friendship/ 
ii Simon, Caroline Disciplined Heart: Love, Destiny, and Imagination (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1997 
iii https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/faith-in-god/men-women-bible/david-jonathan-friendship/ 
 


