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2022.06.26 

Scripture: Mark 12: 28-34  

What the World Needs Now 
    

Sermon in a sentence 

What the world needs now is …. love sweet love! " How many of you remember 

the popular song with lyrics by Hal David and music composed by Burt Bacharach? 
“Lord, we don't need another mountain, What the world needs now is love, sweet 

love, no not just for some but for everyone.” 
 

Telling the Story/ Unpacking Scripture 

This idea of love is nothing new. Jesus said it “you will love your neighbor as 

yourself.” Hal David said it, What the world needs now is love sweet love, and 
we say it. And yet this idea of loving your neighbor as yourself is not always an 

easy thing.  
 

Our scripture today has Jesus giving us the two greatest commandments “And 
to love God with all of the heart, a full understanding, and all of one’s strength, 

and to love one’s neighbor as oneself" In our twenty-first century world where 
love has become a romantic emotion, this might all seem a little too much like a 

Burt Bachrach, Hal David song rather than a call to social consciousness and 
faithful action. But in Jesus’ world, this was not so. 

 
The common Greek dialect in which Mark wrote his gospel knows several 

different words for love, two of which are used in the New Testament. The first, 
phileo, refers to ‘brotherly love,’ or love between equals and expects reciprocity. 
(This is where the city of Philadelphia gets its name). The other, agapao, refers 

to complete and selfless love and expects self-giving. Neither love reflects a 
solely emotional state, but rather, points to the relation in which one person 

lives toward another. 
 

The word for love that both Jesus and the scribe use in today’s text is agapao, 
quoting the same usage from the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the 

Hebrew Bible with which Jesus and his contemporaries would have been 
familiar). At its heart, what it really means, is simply putting the ‘other’ first. 

The first thing that stands in the way of putting our neighbor first or loving our 
neighbor as ourselves. I think, is that often we don’t really love ourselves. 

Moreover, that makes it hard to love others. We have a list of why we are not 
worthy of being loved. We say to ourselves that we are not good enough in our 

eyes to be loved; we tell ourselves all the reasons someone might not like us. 
We worry about whether it is safe to express this idea of love, in a world that 

feels risky to love someone that doesn’t fit into the “they are acceptable” 
category. Each of these lists or worries becomes a barrier or wall to being loving 
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to others and ourselves. It blocks our ability, to be honest and authentic and to 
be compassionate to our neighbors. 

 
And there is a fear of those we do not know, fear of what we perceive as 

someone that is different than us.  It can be simple fear like they do things 
differently than we do. It can be a fear that was planted in our minds (and 

hearts as a child) such as racism, even the old “stranger danger” warning we 
taught our children.  Or a fear that our place in the neighborhood, community, 

workplace will be displaced if we allow someone different into our circle of life. 
And whether we find it hard to love ourselves much less other or the fears of 

differences THIS stand in the way of us fulfilling Jesus’ simple command to love 

our neighbor as ourselves. 

SO WHAT? 

Self-love is hard to do! Especially if you have had years of shame and self-

depleting messages running in your brain. Or we have an unhealthy view of 
self-love which leads to a life of pride and arrogance. Often, we get unhealthy 

self-love confused with healthy self-love. 
 

Now healthy self-love begins with an accurate view of who we are. God 
created us, and God paid attention to the details. There is no cookie-

cutter person; we are each unique. Jesus told us that God numbers the 
hairs on our heads. Scripture tells us that we matter to God. So much 

so that God has a plan for our lives. And more than anything else God 
desires fellowship with us and that love means that the Holy Spirit 

dwells with us. God is at work in us and is faithful to complete that 
work. 
 

Now some of you may have been raised to think that honoring God you 
must be self-sacrificial to the point of martyrdom. Some of you may 

have heard pastors tell you that if we do not believe we are the scum 
of the earth, then we doubt our humility. This perspective is WRONG. 

Yes, there will be hardships in our lives, and some of us may be asked 
to sacrifice our lives for the sake of the gospel. However, appropriate 

humility is having an accurate view, a self–understanding, of our 
sinfulness and God's salvation, recognizing both our weaknesses and 

our strengths. It means looking to God for our identity rather than 
judging our self-worth through comparisons. When we belittle 

ourselves, we belittle God's creation! God loves us. So, we accept 
God’s love by accepting ourselves. We see our flaws and submit them 

to God (that’s why our prayers of confession are so important)  
knowing forgiveness if God’s gift to us. That fact of the matter is i f we 
do not love ourselves, we are not accepting the fullness of God’s gift. 

So, step one in loving our neighbors as ourselves is to love ourselves!  
I find that often times simple things like bible study with a trusted 
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friends and meditation, not to mention counselors and spiritual 
directors, help develop healthy self-love. 

 
Next, we need to move beyond hurt, fear, and move to compassion. To move 

beyond hurt means we must mean the broken heart that occurs when we are 
hurt. That hurt often moves us to a place of “darkness” or away from the light 

of God. In the work of moving towards the light, through bible study groups, 
counseling, and soul-tending meditative work we find that the hurt (which may 

never totally disappear, is mended enough that we can see beyond our hurting 
selves. In those moments compassion is often born. 

  
To move beyond our fear means we need to understand our fear, understand 

where it comes from, and the either is a fear that is appropriate, or we need to 
work at releasing the fear, so we have room for love. I have found meditation 

one of the best practices to help release fear and trust God. It is a one-day a 
time practice.  

 
Love yourself because you cannot move to compassion without loving yourself. 
 

In working on these spiritual practices, we discover our true and deep self, our 
call. 

 
While I have been talking about personal self-work, this is also the work of the 

community of faith. We must love and trust this community as we work on 
tending souls and then moving out to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  

 
On Friday, the supreme court of the United States made a decision that is 

causing a lot of conversation. AND because each of us has feelings and thoughts 
about abortion is has made it hard to be a neighbor when the neighbor thinks 

differently than we do. I would invite each of us to walk gently during this 
tender time. And to show compassion to our neighbor even when they think 

differently than you do. It doesn’t mean you have to change your opinion. If 
you find yourselves with lots of emotions about this know that you are not 
alone. If you are hurt, remember to let the hurt go and figure out a compassion 

response to those who sit on the other side. If you are fearful, I invite you to 
look for ways to acknowledge what you are fearful of and then work on making 

the fear go away. I’m fairly sure that Jesus didn’t agree with everyone he 
encounter in his journey, he pointed out when people were not following God. 

HE even got a little hot around the collar a couple of time and yet he loved his 

neighbor has himself, and he call us to do the same thing.  

Tell them what you told them 

What the world needs now is love, sweet love. This week practice loving 

yourself more just like God loves you, and then open your heart, move fear 

aside so that you can love your neighbor as yourself. AMEN 


