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 Liturgist – 1st Reading 

 Romans 5: 1-5 Common English Bible 

5 Therefore, since we have been made righteous through 

his faithfulness, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 2 We have access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand through him, and we boast in 

the hope of God’s glory. 3 But not only that! We even 

take pride in our problems because we know that trouble 

produces endurance, 4 endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope. 5 This hope doesn’t put us 

to shame, because the love of God has been poured out 

in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given 

to us. 

 

  - 2nd Reading   

 John 16:12-15 New Revised Standard Version Updated 

Edition 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he 

will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on 

his own but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 

declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will 

glorify me because he will take what is mine and declare 

it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine. For this 

reason, I said that he will take what is mine and declare 

it to you. 
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A Word of God that is still speaking, 

Thanks be to God. 
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Spirit Led- Spirit Born 

Today is Holy Trinity Sunday. The one Sunday we look at 

this relationship between God/Jesus/Spirit. Luther 

Seminary Professor Lucy Lind Hogan says this “The Holy 

Trinity is definitely one of those difficult, challenging, 

thought-provoking doctrines of our faith. But we should 

not think of it as an exam question that must be answered 

before we will be admitted to the heavenly banquet. Nor is 

the Trinity an IQ test to identify the superior intellects and 

weed out those who are not worthy. Rather, as Catherine 

Mowry LaCugna explains her book, God For Us, the Trinity 

is “ultimately a practical doctrine with radical 

consequences for Christian life . . . [it] is the specifically 

Christian way of speaking about God, [and] what it means 

to participate in the life of God through Jesus Christ in the 

Spirit.”i  

 

Three in one. A triune God that is active from creation 

through today, until all things are made new. That all 

sound very text bookish…. And perhaps this concept is 

better with illustrations. How do we get our head and 

maybe hearts around this idea of The Trinity is a way of 

speaking about God, and what it means to participate in 

the life of God through Jesus Christ in the Spirit. 

There are many examples of trying to illustrate this 

concept. One popular story relates that Saint Patrick 

used a clover to teach the Irish about the triune 

nature of God. The clover has three leaves that 
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branch off from one stem. He explained that just as 

the clover is one plant with three leaves, so too God 

is one God with three persons. However, one clover 

leaf on its own is not the full plant, whereas 

Scripture teaches that each of the persons of the 

Trinity is in Himself fully God. So, the clover plant, 

while helpful as an illustration, is not an exact 

replica of God's triune nature.  

Other popular illustrations of the Trinity along the 

same lines are an apple with its outer peel, inner 

flesh, and centralized seeds, or an egg with its shell, 

white, and yolk. These illustrations refer to one 

item, made up of three parts; but each part on its 

own does not constitute that item so these 

illustrations fall short, too, because they lend 

themselves to the misunderstanding called 

partialism. 

One illustration that avoids the partialism pitfall of 

the previous examples is the three states of matter 

of H2O. As a solid, H2O is ice; in liquid form, it's 

water; and in its gaseous state, H2O becomes 

steam. Regardless of the form in which it is found, 

the chemical makeup remains the same. However, 

the three states of matter illustration fall short 

because ice, water, and steam cannot coexist in the 

same space and time. Father, Son, and Spirit do 

coexist and commune together. They also remain 

distinct whereas ice becomes water and water 
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becomes steam and vice versa. But the Father never 

becomes the Son, nor does the Son turn into the 

Spirit—that misunderstanding is called modalism.  

Perhaps the least flawed illustration we have of God's 

triune nature is a musical chord of three notes. The three 

distinct notes work together to make one melodious 

sound, existing at the same time and space, and unified 

in purpose while remaining separate and distinct. Each 

note on its own fills the auditory space and creates a 

beautiful sound, and yet when combined with the other 

two notes continues to make a unified melodious sound 

that fills the auditory space while remaining distinct from 

the other two. So, think this example comes close to 

showing how God's triune nature exists. 

Mark Holcomb is a colleague; university chaplain and 

blogger writes about today’s scripture passage “How did 

Jesus’ answer Philip’s request to show him the Father 

(John 14:8-11)? By saying if we’ve seen him, that is 

Jesus, we’ve seen his Father. Mark goes on to say 

“Maybe the reason there was so much ruckus last week 

on Pentecost Sunday was because the arrival of the 

Spirit, in true Trinitarian understanding, was the coming 

again of Jesus. Presence is everything. His Kingdom has 

crashed into our world (Already), evidenced by his death 

and resurrection, and now the spirit of the Triune God is 

here to enable us to live fully into what it means to be 

subjects of this Kingdom as we await all things new (Not 

Yet).”  
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So, when you see the Spirit, you see Jesus. And when 

you read about the activity of Jesus in the gospels, you 

see the activity of the Father and the Spirit. And if we 

want to know what God is like, the Spirit, longs to show 

us each and every day, by being present with us.  

And if that is true so is this: because of the arrival of the 

Spirit, the work of the Triune God is expressed in us. We 

are Spirit Led because we are Sprit Born. We celebrate 

the Trinity not just because of the ways God is expressed 

in Father, Son, and Spirit; but also because of the way 

the God through God’s Spirit is expressed in us. So, 

those of us claiming to live in the way of Jesus, the Spirit 

living within us, put on display who God is to our world.  

That’s why Paul can write to the Romans 5:1-5 that the 

reason we hope, are not crushed, able to endure, is 

“because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” So 

according to John, everything we need for life, truth, 

endurance, and hope arrived and is present in the Spirit 

of the Triune God.  

Like a chord of music, the Triune God enable us to live 

fully into what it means to be subjects of this Kingdom as 

we await all things new. The three distinct notes work 

together to make one melodious sound, existing at the 

same time and space, and unified in purpose while 

remaining separate and distinct. This means that the 

Trinity is a practical doctrine with radical consequences 
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for Christian life it is the specifically Christian way of 

speaking about God, and what it means to participate in 

the life of God through Jesus Christ in the Spirit. Spirit 

Led as we are Spirit Born. 

 
i https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/the-holy-trinity-3/commentary-
on-john-1612-15-2 


