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Prayer of Illumination: 

 As we are gathered here today, we ask you, our living 

God, to shower onto us your wisdom and knowledge. We 

pray that as we listen to your word, we may have the 

ability to clearly see what God has called us to do. We 

seek to live to fulfill your purpose so that we can see 

your kingdom. Illuminate our eyes and reveal to us your 

glory. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 22:34-40 New Revised 

Standard Version 

The Greatest Commandment 

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the 

Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, 

a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, 

which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He 

said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first 

commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love 
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your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

MUSIC  

 

SCRIPTURE Exodus 19:1-6 &20:1-2 New Revised 

Standard Version 

19 On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone 

out of the land of Egypt, on that very day, they came into 

the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They had journeyed from 

Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in 

the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the 

mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called 

to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to 

the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4 You have 

seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 

eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now, 

therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, 

you shall be my treasured possession out of all the 

peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall 

be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These 

are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 
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20 Then God spoke all these words: 

2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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 Ten Commandments is an iconic part of the Bible. Who 

can forget Cecil B. DeMille’s movie The Ten 

Commandments? It still is shown the week of Easter on 

at least one T.V. station.  

 And much of western society is steeped in the tradition 

of these commands, they are one of the most important 

foundational stones of the way the west understands 

itself and works its legal institutions.  

Think about it, it is noted that the Ten Commandments 

are more easily found in America’s government buildings 

than in her religious buildings The Supreme Court is 

decorated with a notable and permanent symbol of Moses 

with the Ten Commandments. 

•  • A full-scale model of The Interpretation of 

Law showing Moses holding the tablets of the law is on 

the same floor as the Attorney General’s office. 

• A statue of Moses holding the Ten Commandments is 

prominently displayed in the rotunda of the Library of 

Congress, clearly demonstrating the understanding by 

generations of Americans from coast to coast that the 
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Ten Commandments formed the basis of America’s civil 

laws. 

Just a subtle reminder to the lawmakers of the land of 

the tradition of which they are part. Being iconic, 

however, ironically means the Ten Commandments have 

become established and institutionalized and thus 

perhaps have lost some of their drama as well as 

understanding.  

Often, I think we focus too soon on the actual 

commandments when in fact they are secondary to the 

fact that what is primary in our faith is that we live in 

relationship with God and that of all the things we say we 

believe what comes first is that God claims us first. Only 

then does God invite us to live in a particular way and 

offers the Ten Commandments.  

God does not offer the law in order for us to live in 

relationship with God, but that God establishes a 

relationship with us first and only then offers the law. The 

law is not so much about us individually; it is not 

providing a chance in isolation to live right with God so 

we might gain personal salvation. The law, and especially 
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the Ten Commandments, is far more about our neighbors 

and how we see them and live in relationship with them 

that they may have better lives. 

The Ten Commandments are/were made with the whole 

people, not just the leaders or the lawyers, but rather the 

whole community at Sinai. These ‘Ten Utterances’ as the 

Jews call them, that are often adorned on court rooms, 

are in fact principles we establish by which our neighbors 

can live better lives. They create life rather than limit 

freedoms. Indeed, the passage offers the rubric that ends 

“and brought you out of the land of Egypt.” These are 

words of freedom, how to be free, fully and with others. 

The first words of Chapter 20 are also particularly 

significant. We tend to refer to them as the prologue, yet 

Jews know them as the ‘First Word.’ It underscores the 

point that the commandments are secondary. Firstly, God 

has set us free and established a relationship with us and 

the ten utterances that follow are the general principles. 

These guiding utterances shape all the 613 

commandments in the Law. The Ten Commandments are 

principles that are easy to remember, and the rest is the 

detail.  
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These are the values and principles that shape a decent 

society. The fact that they are still used more than three 

millennia later is testament to the fact they got it right 

back then. The question therefore is how we might still 

let them shape our relationships and laws.  

 

 These utterances or commandments are not meant to 

limit our freedom by telling us what things we are not 

free to do (although these laws do precisely that). These 

commandments are what lives freed in Christ look like. In 

order to love God’s law, we must always remember that 

through Christ’s death and resurrection we have been 

freed from the power of sin. And now that we are free, 

the law shows us what that free life looks like. 

So here is God’s top 10 list of what a life lived in freedom 

looks like! 

1) Put God First 

2) Worship only God 

3) No Bad Words 

4) Work 6, Rest 1 

5) Obey your parents 

6) Harm No One 
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7) Don’t Cheat 

8) If it’s not yours, don’t take it 

9) Tell the Truth 

10) Don’t be jealous of other people’s stuff 

AMEN 

 

 

 


