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2022.03.13- 2ND Sunday in Lent Scripture and Mediation  

 Liturgist - First Reading 

Isaiah 55: 1-9   

55 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and 

eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your 

money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen 

carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an 

everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to the 

peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 See, you shall call nations that you do not 

know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon 

him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let 

them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says 

the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

A Word of God that is still speaking, 

Thanks be to God 

 

The Word in Music 

choral anthem  

 

 

 

  - Gospel Reading 

 Luke 13: 31-35 
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  At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from here, for Herod wants 

to kill you." 

 

He said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 

cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the 

next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 

Jerusalem.' 

 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 

often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me 

until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 

 

 

A Word of God that is still speaking, 

Thanks be to God. 
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Thoughts about an Imperfect Life and Faith 

“So much is out of our control”  

Even Jesus got frustrated when folks didn't behave as he would have liked. What if we could let 
go of needing all things and all people to be "just so" and instead learn to dance with the 
unfolding of that which is not ours to control? 
  
 Luke knew how to spin a tale! I think that is why so many say Luke is a favorite gospel. We 
love the stories around Christ's birth and ministry. That's why I cannot quite figure out this 
quirky 13th chapter in Luke's Gospel, much less make a lot of sense out of the five short verses 
the Lectionary carved out for this Lenten lection.    
Commentaries on this chapter are all over the place. Scott Hoezee writes in the Center for 
Excellence Preaching, "Because you see, I am convinced that the Pharisee's "warning" to Jesus 
about Herod is a feint. It may or may not have been a fabrication, an outright lie, but it was 
conveyed to Jesus not to protect him but to get him out of their sight. They couldn't pin anything 
on Jesus, and his teachings and healings were generating palpable enthusiasm among the 
masses.  
Jesus was already far more popular than the Pharisees had ever been (and this should come as no 
surprise to anyone in that the average Pharisee was about as much fun as an impacted wisdom 
tooth).  
Their left-handed attempt to hustle Jesus away only showed how content they were to stay on the 
outside of whatever kingdom Jesus was talking about. 
So, when Jesus tells them to go tell Herod "that fox" that he wasn't going to take his marching 
orders from him, he was really telling these foxy Pharisees to take a hike, too. Yet there was 
enough love and compassion (and grace) in Jesus that he couldn't leave it at that, either. If Herod 
and these Pharisees were the fox in this scenario, then Jesus was the mother hen trying to gather 
up chicks under his wings. Of course, in their encounters with foxes throughout history chickens 
have not tended to farewell and, indeed, very soon Jesus will die, and even the chicks who had 
stayed closest to him the longest will scurry away and scatter. But for those who ultimately come 
back to Christ the Hen, for those who see in him even so a sheltering wing that can protect them 
into the kingdom of God for all eternity, there will be new life after all." [i] 
While we aren't receiving death threats as Jesus was, our wellbeing can be threatened by the idea 
that if we try hard enough, are nice enough, say just the right thing, life will always go our way. 
We run around in so many directions, trying to herd the chicks into some imagined semblance of 
perfect formation (have you ever tried to herd chicks?). And we fail, time and time again to get 
control, of the chicks, of our life.i 
Did you notice what Jesus was doing amidst these "threats"? While the Pharisees were trying 
hard to get life to go their way, Jesus was concentrating on what he was supposed to be doing, 
throwing out demons healing the sick. He is not altering his plan on account of a threat. He is on 
his way out of Galilee and toward Jerusalem, but he will not hurry his timetable or change his 
local mission. In doing what he is supposed to do, Jesus stays in control, not of the world, not of 
Herod or the Pharisees; no, Jesus models this idea that we can only be in control of ourselves.  
When the world feels like it is out of control and we persist with the idea that if we try hard 
enough, are nice enough, say just the right thing, life will always go our way, we perpetuate a lie. 
Our human propensity for control is perhaps one of the most frustrating aspects of our human 
brains. What we desire–our longing for particular outcomes–can often keep us driven to 
exhaustion and distraction. Yes, so much of life's circumstances are out of our control. Jesus 
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knows he can only bring the message and is called to do so even in the face of danger), not make 
the people accept it. 
So, Let's be honest, our WORLD is often out of control, and no amount of trying hard enough 
will solve things like war, cancer, and other hard things in life. 
In her Devotional Good Enough, Kate Bowler says," I would prefer a word run by formulas. I 
am Good; therefore, I will thrive. I am loving so that no one can leave me. I am hardworking, so 
I can never be slowed or stopped by sickness or death or disability and despair. The life I want is 
predictable, controllable, and fundamentally fair. But instead, I see the reality is infused by war 
and violence, illness, and hurricanes." (Richie, 2002)[ii]  
What if we could let go of needing all things and all people to be "just so" and instead learn to 
dance with the unfolding of that which is not ours to control? 
We can't control God, and that leads to disappointment! So much is out of control!!! Jesus 
said, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow" Jesus stays in 
control of himself; he does the work he is supposed to do, not worrying overmuch about Herod 
or the Pharisees. What if we could let go of what we can't or shouldn't control and instead be nest 
with God, and embrace what God has put in our control, our Good Enough selves. AMEN 

 
i  
  [i] https://cepreaching.org/commentary/2019-03-11/luke-1331-35-2/ 

[ii][ii]  
 


