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“The Grace of Enough” 

Prayer of Illumination 

The prophet says that "we will draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation." 

May your word to us today be that water, nourishing us to the joyful receiving of your 

scripture. Through your Holy Spirit, may this saving spring come to us and wash us with 

the wisdom of your word. Amen. 

Scripture 1 Isaiah 12:2-6 

Common English Bible 

2 God is indeed my salvation; 

    I will trust and won’t be afraid. 

Yah, the LORD, is my strength and my shield; 

    he has become my salvation.” 

3 You will draw water with joy from the springs of salvation. 

4 And you will say on that day: 

“Thank the LORD; call on God’s name; 

    proclaim God’s deeds among the peoples; 

    declare that God’s name is exalted. 

5 Sing to the LORD, who has done glorious things; 

    proclaim this throughout all the earth.” 

6 Shout and sing for joy, city of Zion, 

    because the holy one of Israel is great among you. 

Scripture 2 Luke 3:7-18 

Common English Bible 

7 Then John said to the crowds who came to be baptized by him, “You children of 

snakes! Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? 8 

Produce fruit that shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think 

about saying to yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to raise up 

Abraham’s children from these stones. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees. 
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Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and tossed 

into the fire.” 

10 The crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 

11 He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must share with the one who has none, and 

whoever has food must do the same.” 

 

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. They said to him, “Teacher, what should we 

do?” 

13 He replied, “Collect no more than you are authorized to collect.”  

14 Soldiers asked, “What about us? What should we do?”  

He answered, “Don’t cheat or harass anyone, and be satisfied with your pay.”  

15 The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered whether John might 

be the Christ. 16 John replied to them all, “I baptize you with water, but the one who is 

more powerful than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 The shovel he uses to sift the wheat 

from the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat 

into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out.” 18 With many 

other words John appealed to them, proclaiming good news to the people. 
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We live in a time where there is a sense of scarcity, we don’t seem to have enough. 

Often times at church we feel like we don’t have enough, people, children, money. We 

don’t have enough. Both of our passages today assume we have more than enough. 

Isaiah talks about drawing water with joy from the springs of salvation. The passage 

doesn’t suggest a limit instead it feels like this spring of salvation is ever flowing. Much 

like John the Baptist saying if you have two shirts, give one away. Abundance in the face 

of what we perceive as scarcity can be hard to find.  

We live in a world that promotes the idea (rightly or not) that the “American Dream” has 

to do with achieving success and satisfy the desire for material possessions. Many see it 

as the opportunity to pursue more than what we have, gain more than what we have to 

meet success. And then we measure success in all the stuff we possess. It is no wonder 

that we feel scarcity when all around us people are eager to acquire more and more stuff.  

This constant need for more and bigger and better stuff is called affluenza. Most of us, 

particularly in the United States have been infected by this virus to some degree.  

YET, one of the key concepts that God seem to keep telling us is that we have enough. 

EVEN when it doesn’t feel like enough. 

Our Jewish brothers and sisters just finished celebrating Chanukkah. One of the many 

stories in the Bible of there being enough even when they feel like wasn’t.  In the second 

century BCE, the Holy Land was ruled by the Syrian Greeks, who tried to force the 

people of Israel to accept Greek culture and beliefs instead of observing God’s 

commands and the belief in God. Against all odds, a small band of faithful but poorly 

armed Jews, led by Judah the Maccabee, defeated one of the mightiest armies on earth, 

drove the Greeks from the land, reclaimed the Holy Temple in Jerusalem and 

rededicated it to the service of God. 

When they sought to light the Temple's Menorah (the seven-branched candelabrum), 

they found only a single receptable of oil that had escaped contamination by the Greeks. 

Miraculously, they lit the menorah and the one-day supply of oil lasted for eight days, 

until new oil could be prepared under conditions of ritual purity. To commemorate and 

publicize these miracles, the sages instituted the festival of Chanukah.i 
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There was not enough, and yet… it was enough. 

Both of our text today highlights this idea of ENOUGH. Isaiah says we will draw from 

the Spring of Joy! This spring doesn’t have a limit it is always present for us to draw on. 

How often to do go to the Spring of Joy?  

John the Baptist answers the question of what is enough as well, “if you have two shirts, 

giveaway one”.  If you have food, share it, and don’t take more that you are due. A very 

clear illustration of enough. 

I wonder how many of us, think about what is enough? if you have 2 shirts, you have 

more than enough. I wonder how many of us think 2 shirts is more than enough. I 

suspect that most of us would say it takes more than 2 shirts to have enough and to be 

willing to give any of that away. 

So how do we cultivate the feeling of enough in a culture that says there is Never 

Enough! Rev. Adam Hamilton (a UMC pastor) wrote a book called Enough, Discovering 

Joy through Simplicity and Generosity.  He says “Were not thinking about the things of 

God while the creditors are calling, we can’t experience the blessing and the joy that 

come from giving freely to things that matter when we can’t make ends meet. We can’t 

even “be still and know that God is God” because we’ve got too many gadgets we’re 

listening to.ii 

In the book Enough, Hamilton suggests we must cultivate contentment to have a sense 

of ENOUGH. He says: 

1) Remember that it could be worse.  

2) Ask yourself “How long will this make me happy?”    

3) Develop a Grateful Heart.  

4) And finally, “Where does my soul find true satisfaction?”   

Answering this question, as we consider purchasing something or adding something 

to our already crowd calendars will help us cultivate contentment and I think 

contentment is what is needed to take room for the holy!  
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I would suggest that perhaps we need to turn off some of our gadgets, to clear out some 

closets, or rooms or even just the dining room table to create room for the holy.  

This Sunday we lit the Joy candle, to remind us that life in Christ opens 

opportunities of welcome, of creating room for the holy to be housed within us. If we 

find room for this then even in challenging times if we have cultivated contentment, 

then we will find a spring of overflowing joy, even amidst sadness and grief.  

There is a Grace/ Joy that comes from knowing you have Enough. Trusting God to 

provide Enough begins with cultivating contentment, and then it takes practice. 

Remembering Emmanuel, Go with Us is more than enough.  

 
i https://www.chabad.org/holidays/chanukah/article_cdo/aid/102911/jewish/What-Is-Hanukkah.htm 
ii  Adam Hamilton, Enough (Nashville, Abingdon Press, 209) 23 
  


