
Fearless Prayer 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” Luke 11:1 

 

Group Experience #2: Fearless Encounters 

 

Checking In – Warm-up Questions 

• Do the normal things to greet and connect 

• Any lingering thoughts from our time together last week? 

• Would you say that your prayer experience was at least 1% better? 

• What is one change you noticed? 

 

Practice 

A normal part of our relationships with people is telling them thanks. As a group, 

brainstorm a bit about what it feels like when someone says “thanks.” Is there a certain 

way or type of “thank you” that means more to you? 

 

Now, based on your observations, take a few minutes to thank God the same way 

you might thank another person. You can close your eyes if that helps, but you 

certainly don’t have to! You don’t have to go in a certain order. It’s even okay if two 

people begin speaking at the same time! That’s what happens in a group conversation. 
:) 

 

What Does the Bible Say? 

(This portion will be a tad long, hang in!) 

Today we’re going to reflect on the second verse, verse 10, in the “Lord’s Prayer”: 

 

      9 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. (NIV) 

 

If you attend the traditional service, you say this prayer every week, so I’m guessing you 

know it well! Spend some time sharing what this verse means to you. It’s short and 

sweet, but at the same time it’s pregnant with meaning. 

 

I must admit, years ago when I first began seriously thinking about this verse, I was 

confused. Here are some of questions that confused me... 

• What is the “kingdom”? 

• How/When will God’s will “be done”? 



• “On earth as it is in heaven”? ... Is this referring to Jesus’ millennial reign? What 

does it mean? 

How could something so simple and straightforward be so hard? 

 

Slowly the pieces started coming together for me. Let’s look at some of these pieces 

and see if we can gain more understanding. 

 

First, what does Jesus mean when he refers to God’s “kingdom”? 

The phrase “kingdom of God” appears in the Gospels 53 times. Its synonym “kingdom 

of heaven” is found 32 times. Other than Jesus talking about God, the kingdom is 

mentioned more than any other subject. 

 

The thing that helped me most was realizing that the kingdom is not referring to a place 

but a realm of influence. We might say that when God is allowed to be in control of our 

situation, his rule and reign – His kingdom – has come upon us. Let’s look at a couple of 

examples in the Bible: 

 

“One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, ‘When will the Kingdom of God come?’ 

Jesus replied, ‘The Kingdom of God can’t be detected by visible signs. You won’t be 

able to say, “Here it is”’ or “It’s over there!” For the Kingdom of God is already among 

you.’” (Translator’s comments: Or is “within you”, or “is in your grasp.”)   (Luke 17:20,21 NLT) 

 

“He knew their thoughts, so he said, ‘Any kingdom divided by civil war is doomed. A 

family splintered by feuding will fall apart. You say I am empowered by Satan. But if 

Satan is divided and fighting against himself, how can his kingdom survive? And if I am 

empowered by Satan, what about your own exorcists? They cast out demons, too, so 

they will condemn you for what you have said. But if I am casting out demons by the 

power of God, then the Kingdom of God has arrived among you.’” (Luke 11:17-20) 

 

These are two “fun” passages. Let’s start with the first one in Luke 17. 

 

Jesus is obviously trying to clear up some misconceptions that the Pharisees held. It 

would be natural for them to think of the rule of a king over a territory; maybe Herod, or 

a king from a neighboring country, or even the good old days when Israel had kings. 

These kingdoms would be something visible, and there would be some kind of “signs” 

or indicators that a ruling transition was about to take place. For example, there are 

plenty of signs that the rule and authority could change in the Ukraine, right? 

Jesus says that the kingdom of God is “among,” “within” or “in our grasp.” (Sometimes a 

Greek word can have some breadth of meaning. Depending on the context, they can 

have multiple but similar meanings.) 



Practice 

A good habit in Bible reading is to pause and ask God for help. Why? 

  

Paul says this in 1 Corinthians 2:13,14 (NLT): 

“When we tell you these things, we do not use words that come from human wisdom. 

Instead, we speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain 

spiritual truths. But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s 

Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are 

spiritual can understand what the Spirit means.” 

 

Talk to God the same way you have been, in a very natural and conversational way. 

Tell him what you’re thinking as you read this text about the Kingdom. Ask for “spiritual” 

understanding. Invite the Holy Spirit to help. It’s okay to meditate, be still, be quiet. 

Imagine that God is with you! Because He is. Go for it! 

 

Let’s Talk 

• Do you have similar thoughts as the Pharisees regarding the Kingdom of God?  

• Among, within, in our grasp ... it sounds like the kingdom is close to us? How, 

when or where do you experience the kingdom of God? 

• Jesus told them that the kingdom had already arrived. Is it still here? 

 

The verses in Luke 11 are filled with drama. If you want to take the time, feel free to 

read the full story together! Here is a brief recap: 

• Jesus is accused of casting out demons by Satan’s power. 

• His argument is that no kingdom can survive if it’s fighting against itself. 

• The only way a demon, Satan’s servant, can be cast out is if Satan’s enemy, 

God, is doing it. 

• Since Jesus is casting out demons, it must be God in Him doing it. 

• Therefore, the kingdom of God in Jesus has arrived among them! 

 

A Real-Life Example… 

In 21st century America, it’s common to equate God’s presence with a church building, 

as if God occupies certain spaces and not others. The Jews felt that the temple was 

God’s special place. It’s the place Jews would go to encounter God. It’s similar in 

popular thought today: We “go to church” to be in “God’s presence.” In reality, God’s 

presence is available to us wherever we are. He’s not limited to buildings or geography.  

 

Ironically, the Pharisees in Luke 11 were accusing Jesus, the very essence of God, of 

casting out demons by Satan’s power or authority. Which is totally illogical. Jesus is 

showing us that wherever we go, we can host His presence AND disrupt Satan’s 



kingdom. We are thermostats that can change the environment because the kingdom is 

in us. We don’t have to be thermometers at the mercy of the environment around us. 

 

Let’s Talk 

• Does this example help illustrate the Kingdom of God? 

• Do you have a clearer picture now? 

• Can you think of any implications for you personally? 

• Say the prayer again together out loud:  

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

• If/since Jesus wants us to say this to God, should we expect anything to happen? 

• If so, what? 

 

Deeper Dive 

At the beginning I said that the study portion would be a tad long. It’s also a tad deep! 

The interesting thing, and somewhat baffling, is the fact that this incredible prayer can 

become boring. We say it over and over and over, without thinking about how it can 

impact our daily lives. Here’s how and why it does. 

 

Logically it follows that the agent or representative of the Kingdom of God is the 

Holy Spirit. Did anyone figure this out already? The Holy Spirit is the presence of God 

in us, among us, in our midst, that allows us to do his will on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

He is the power source – “And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father 

promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with 

power from heaven.”  (Luke 24;49 NLT) 

 

“During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time 

to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked 

to them about the Kingdom of God. Once when he was eating with them, he 

commanded them, ‘Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he 

promised, as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’”  (Acts 1:3-5 NLT) 

 

Let’s Talk 

This sermon series is about fearless prayer.  



• Does knowing that God’s presence and power is in you give you more 

confidence to pray verse 10? 

• If so, how so? 

• What questions do you have? I call them the “yes, but” questions. 

 

Practice 

When we talk to people, it’s normal to share our doubts, questions, and areas of 

confusion. It’s okay to talk to God this way too, even as a group. What questions do you 

have for God about this passage? Talk to God about them now in the group. 

 

Wrap Up 

What’s your biggest takeaway from our time together? 

How can you be more fearless in your conversations with God this week? 

How could you increase the quality and quantity of your conversations with God? 


