
Making Jesus Know[n] - Small Group Experience  
Session #5: The Power of Community 
 
Getting Connected  
What group of people energizes you the most? Why? Have you ever been a part of a 
group, team, staff, etc., that accomplished something significant? What did you do? What 
are the common traits of these groups? 
 
Prayer  
Thank God for community and the power he’s given to the church. 
 
Reality Check 

• What church groups are you a part of, and how would you describe your level of 
connection? How would you describe the purpose and value of each group to an 
unbeliever? 

• Do you think the average unbeliever would be interested in being a part of any of 
these groups? Why or why not? 

• How often do you invite someone to attend a Sunday service with you or watch 
online with you? If you have, who has come or watched? If not, why not? 

 
Scripture Reading - Acts 5:12-16 (NIV) 
 
The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers 
used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. No one else dared join them, even though 
they were highly regarded by the people. Nevertheless, more and more men and women 
believed in the Lord and were added to their number. As a result, people brought the sick 
into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall 
on some of them as he passed by. Crowds gathered also from the towns around 
Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were 
healed. 
 
Pause & Reflect 

• Solomon’s Colonnade was a part of the Temple structure, i.e., this was a public 
gathering of believers in a traditional Jewish environment. Kind of like our Sunday 
morning gathering but more diverse. What do you think of these paradoxical 
statements? 

o “No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the 
people.” 

o “Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and 
were added to their number.” 

• Can you think of a similar paradox at our church? If not, what changes would we 
need to make to see this kind of divine manifestation? 



• We don’t see a lot of people being “added to our number” at FCUMC. Any thoughts 
as to why? Is it something we’re doing or not doing? The goal of this discussion is to 
be a part of the solution, not complaining. ! 

• Our “new” mission statement is: “Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known.” What if 
we worked together to make Jesus known and unsaved people regularly got saved? 
Would that be exciting? Fulfilling? Worth investing your time and money? 

 
The Miraculous 
In the Lenten small group study “Know[n],” we looked at this issue of the miraculous a little 
bit. It keeps coming up in the book of Acts. Here it is again. It’s pretty important that we 
wrestle this a bit more. Has God changed his mind or reduced his involvement in the life of 
his disciples? 
 
Deeper Dive 

• How did the people figure out that they could be healed just by being close to Peter, 
within a shadow’s reach? 

• Would you agree that this kind of power is at least as miraculous as what we see in 
the ministry of Jesus? Consider this flashback from John 14:12: 

“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been 
doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to 
the Father.” 

Is there any “logical” reason that God would want to reduce his power as time goes 
by? As if, once the Apostles died, God would relax and reduce his power? 

 
While you’re still processing this, switch gears from your brain and engage your heart and 
soul as you listen to the first 4 minutes of this song:  https://youtu.be/ZOBIPb-6PTc 
 

• Pray as a group that God would bring clarity. What is his desire for us individually 
and as a group in regard to living with more of his power? 

• Now that you’ve asked God for help, did you hear anything? 
 
Wrap Up  
Review the things you’ve learned about yourself during this session. What is one thing you 
would like to do differently this week? Why do you want to do this, and what is your 
expected outcome? 
 
Prayer 
Ask God to bless each person that they can repent (change their thinking) and believe 
(change their behavior) so that it aligns with his will. 
 


