
Making Jesus Know[n] - Small Group Experience  

Session #1: Contagious Christianity  

 

Getting Connected 

Leaders, if there is anyone new in the group, ask each person to share some of the 

basics … family, work, hobbies, why they started attending Faith Community, etc. 

 

Now, think of a recent “thing” (movie, book, restaurant, vacation, Amazon purchase) that 

was so good that you wanted to tell others AND you actually told someone else. What 

was it and who did you tell? 

 

Prayer  

Leader, pray that the group will experience the presence of the Holy Spirit, the love of 

our Heavenly Father, and the joy of being infected with the life of Jesus.  

 

Scripture Readings 

We’re going to read three short passages, pausing after each to notice a progression of 

faith, courage and power in the lives of the disciples. Do your best to put yourself in their 

shoes. What were they thinking, feeling, sensing? 

 

First Passage - John 20:19-23 (NIV) 

(Context: Remember, this is happening on Easter evening.) 

 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 

doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 

disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! 

As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and 

said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you 

do not forgive them, they are not forgiven. 

 

Pause & Reflect 

• Ask each person to share one thing that stands out.  

• What significance might that have for you personally? 

 

 

Second Passage - Acts 2:1-4 (NIV) 

 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound 

like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where 



they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came 

to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 

Pause & Reflect 

Once again, do your best to stay in the story.  

● What is happening to you? How are you feeling? (Describe this in terms of your 

body, emotions, your spirit, your soul, etc.) 

● Some critics in the crowd are going to dismiss your testimony, your experience, 

and say you’ve been drinking. How would you respond? How would it feel to be 

discredited? (And now it’s all over social media!) 

 

 

Third Passage - Acts 2:42-47 (NIV) 

 

Context: Between Acts 2:4 and 42, here are some things you’ve experienced… 

• An amazing sermon by “fisherman” Peter -- bold, articulate, clear, it gave us 

goosebumps! 

• After his message, thousands of people were weeping; we were overcome with 

the thought that the one who was just crucified was the Messiah. 

• 3,000 -- yes, 3,000 -- people were baptized. It was amazing. All 3,000 declared 

that Jesus was their Lord and Savior. 

 

And now we experience this... 

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every 

day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 

favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved. 

 

Pause & Reflect 

• Now what are you feeling and experiencing? 

• What impresses you the most? 

• Would “transformed” be too strong of a word to describe what has happened to 

you? 

• Do you think you would be inclined to tell someone what happened to you? 



• What if you invited them to come with you to one of the “temple court” gatherings 

or to “break bread” with your other baptized friends. Would that be weird? Pushy? 

 

Deeper Dive 

What if “Making Jesus Known” is as simple as sharing our own personal experience of 

Jesus with others? The way He makes us feel, think, act, love, forgive, etc. 

What is “easy” about this, what is “hard” or “challenging”? 

 

Take a few moments to reflect on what God might be saying to you right now. Don’t 

overthink it. As a group, listen to this song as it’s quietly played, then share what you 

hear God saying to you. 

 

https://youtu.be/7NyH9mDYECk 

 

Wrap Up  

Pray over each person so that they hear God clearly and respond to His voice. 

 

Afterglow… 

If you still have more time, chew on this together: 

• Have you ever been in an energetic, Holy Spirit-filled environment like the one 

displayed in the music video? Did it feel a little like Acts chapter 2? 

• How helpful would it be for your ongoing journey to make Jesus known to have 

these kinds of gatherings on a regular basis? 

• Would anyone like to pursue this? 

 

https://youtu.be/7NyH9mDYECk

