
March 26, 2023 



  

Gathering     

(As we prepare for worship, you are invited to use this as a time of reflection 

and preparation as we celebrate the presence of Christ around us.) 

Welcome               Liturgist: Sarah Boys  

*Call to Worship 

      Leader:  In this season of Lent, we make our way to the cross;  

People: We remember the steps that led Christ there: 

betrayal and fear, but also trust in God, and love for 

humanity.  

Leader:  In this season of Lent, as we make our way to the cross, 

we strive to follow Christ’s example: to admit betrayal 

and fear that are part of life,  

People: To embrace trust in God and love for humanity. 

Leader: So may we make our journey, and let us worship God.1  

*Opening Hymn  
73 (UMH) O Worship the King 

*Opening Prayer 

      God of the open road, 

      God of the twisting path, 

God of the narrow and upward way, 

your people are gathered for worship! 

In this hour, give us provision for the journey, 

          courage and faith and compassion, 

          and endurance to face any hardship. 

Open our eyes to see you walking beside us, 

          protecting us, encouraging us, loving us. 

We pray this in the name of Jesus, 

          who moves us, Amen.2   

*The Peace (please wave to those around you) 



Music Ministry 
Fantasia in F minor – Allegro molto moderato, Schubert —                            
                                                      Laura Howell and Jeff Sperry, piano duet 

Sharing of Ministries 

Old Testament Reading 
Isaiah 50:4-9 

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings  

        *Doxology (UMH) 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *Offering Prayer 

               With these gifts, mighty God, bring forth new life 

        and renewed hope. 

Work in us and through us, 

        that our lives and our gifts 

        may become signs of life and hope 

        for all to see. Amen.3 

Prayers of the People 

 Silent Prayer 

 Prayer  

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



Music Ministry 
Hungarian Dance in G minor, Brahms — piano duet  

New Testament Reading 
Matthew 27:24-26 

Sermon (Matthew 27:24-26) 
Clean Hands? — Pastor Andy Wagner  

*Closing Hymn 
297 (UMH) Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

*Benediction 
Leader:  Go with the blessings of the one who forgives our failings.  

People: We go with God’s blessings.  

Leader:  Go with the blessings of the one who saves us and    

                 heals our hearts.  

People: We go with God’s blessings.  

Leader:  Go with God.4  

*Congregational Response 

2280 (FWS) The Lord Bless and Keep You 

The Lord bless and keep you,  

      the Lord make his face to shine on you  

      and be gracious, gracious. 

The Lord bless and keep you, 

      the Lord lift his countenance on you  

      and give peace, give you peace. Amen. 

*Postlude 

God sends us forth to spread his gospel to all people!  
Share the love of Christ! 

* Please stand if you are able. 

1 holdfasttowhatisgood.com 
2 carolpenner.typepad.com 
3 Abingdon Worship Annual 2017 
4 Abingdon Worship Annual 2020 
 
 

 


