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Psalm 133 
1 How good and pleasant it is 
    when God’s people live together in unity! 
2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, 
    running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, 
    down on the collar of his robe. 
3 It is as if the dew of Hermon 
    were falling on Mount Zion. 
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 
    even life forevermore. 
  

• A oneness that surpasses equality. 
  
“Oneness beats equality every time, because equality demands sameness. To be equal to you, I have to be as 
smart and strong and kind and generous as you. But oneness presumes difference. To be one with you, I have to 
accept your gift of otherness.” – Mark Buchanan 
  
Difference doesn’t equal division.  
  
 
John 17:20-23 
20My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23I in them and 
you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. 
  

• A oneness that serves as evidence. 
  
From C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters 

My Dear Wormwood, 
I am writing to commend you on your most excellent strategy for dividing the body of our Enemy…You now 
have them debating their differing viewpoints in a tone and tenor that more befits the way we converse in the 
pits of our fiery home than in the spacious confines of theirs. You have them at each other's throats over song 
selection, scientific theory, whether sexual orientation is a moral choice or not, the willingness to be led by a 
woman preacher, social drinking, dancing, emergent tendencies, their precious budget allotments, and the 
way they interpret their Book. I have spent many a night wringing my hands in glee at the total consumption of 
our enemy in these debates…Indeed the road to our eternal home is paved with divisiveness. 
Your Affectionate Uncle,  
Screwtape 

  
 
Ephesians 4:3-6 
3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit— just 
as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all. 
  

• A oneness that demands attentiveness. 
  
 
 
Our vision isn’t unity, our vision is Jesus—becoming consumed with Christ and filled with His Spirit. 


