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Matthew 14:25-29 
25 During the fourth watch of the night [3:00-6:00 a.m.] Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw 
him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: 
"Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."  
29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
  

• Courageous followership is essential 
  
“Your boat is whatever represents safety and security to you apart from God himself. Your boat is whatever you are tempted to 
put your trust in, especially when life gets a little stormy. Your boat is whatever keeps you so comfortable that you don’t want 
to give it up even if it’s keeping you from joining Jesus on the waves. Your boat is whatever pulls you away from the high 
adventure of extreme discipleship.” – John Ortberg 
  
  
  
Matthew 14:30-31 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus reached out 
his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 
  

• Expect setbacks 
  
“It is possible to evade a multitude of sorrows through the cultivation of an insignificant life. Indeed, if a man's ambition is to 
avoid the troubles of life, the recipe is simple: shed your ambitions in every direction, cut the wings of every soaring purpose, 
and seek a life with the fewest contacts and relations. If you want to get through the world with the smallest trouble, you must 
reduce yourself to the smallest compass. Tiny souls can dodge through life; bigger souls are blocked on every side. As soon as a 
man begins to enlarge his life, his resistances are multiplied.” – John Henry Jowett 
  
  
  
Matthew 14:32-33 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly 
you are the Son of God." 
  

• Sustain belief  
  
When you have Jesus in your boat, you’re going to get to where you need to be. 
 


