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1 Samuel 18:5-9 
5 Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so successfully that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the 
people, and Saul's officers as well. 6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women 
came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with tambourines 
and lutes. 7 As they danced, they sang: "Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands." 8 Saul was very 
angry; this refrain galled him [irritated, frustrated]. "They have credited David with tens of thousands," he thought, "but me 
with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?" 9 And from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. 
  
“…not everyone shares God’s excellent attitude toward us.” – Eugene Peterson 
  
  
How is God coming to me when my life is bracketed by evil? 
  

• Sacred friendship 
  
1 Samuel 18:1-4 
1 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 2 From 
that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father’s house. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with 
David because he loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his 
tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. 
  
“…someone enters your life who isn’t looking for someone to use, is leisurely enough to find out what’s really going on in 
us, is secure enough not to exploit our weaknesses or attack our strengths, recognizes our inner life and understands the 
difficulty of living out our inner convictions, confirms what’s deepest within us. A friend.” – Eugene Peterson 
  
  

• Character development 
  
1 Samuel 19:1-5 
1 Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan was very fond of David 2 and warned him, “My 
father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there. 3 I will go 
out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I’ll speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out.” 4 
Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; he has 
not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly. 5 He took his life in his hands when he killed the 
Philistine. The LORD won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an 
innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?” 
  
“Jonathan’s friendship entered David’s soul in a way that Saul’s hatred never did.”  

– Eugene Peterson 
 


