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Numbers 22:21-31 
21 Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey and went with the princes of 
Moab. 22 But God was very angry when he went, and the angel of the LORD stood in 
the road to oppose him. Balaam was riding on his donkey, and his two servants were 
with him. 23 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with a 
drawn sword in his hand, she turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat her to get 
her back on the road. 24 Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between 
two vineyards, with walls on both sides. 25 When the donkey saw the angel of the 
LORD, she pressed close to the wall, crushing Balaam’s foot against it. So he beat her 
again. 26 Then the angel of the LORD moved on ahead and stood in a narrow place 
where there was no room to turn, either to the right or to the left. 27 When the donkey 
saw the angel of the LORD, she lay down under Balaam, and he was angry and beat 
her with his staff. 28 Then the LORD opened the donkey’s mouth, and she said to 
Balaam, “What have I done to you to make you beat me these three times?” 29 Balaam 
answered the donkey, “You have made a fool of me! If I had a sword in my hand, I 
would kill you right now.” 30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your own donkey, 
which you have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to 
you?” “No,” he said. 31 Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel 
of the LORD standing in the road with his sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell 
facedown. 
  

 Sometimes God has to get in the way to show us the way. 
  
“We often think that when God closes a door, that is His final answer. We put a period where God puts a comma. We 
think it’s a no, but it’s really a not yet. Is it easy discerning between the two? Not at all. It’s hard to know when to hang on 
to a dream and when to let go. But here’s a rule of thumb: if you sense God saying no, give that dream back to Him with 
an open hand. That often takes more courage than hanging on. But if God hasn’t released you, then keep on keeping on.” 
– Mark Batterson 
  
  
  
Numbers 22:32-33 
32 The angel of the LORD asked him, “Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose 
you because your path is a reckless one before me. 33 The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If 
she had not turned away,  
I would certainly have killed you by now, but I would have spared her.” 
  
reckless = yarat (Hebrew) = rush headlong into trouble 
  

 Perseverance only makes sense when you’re headed in the right direction. 
	 
 


