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Paul’s final charge...
> Thoroughly preach the whole counsel of God (v. 2)
> Expect a wide-range of responsiveness (v. 3-4)
> Stay grounded and faithful (v. 5)

“Let every student be plainly instructed and earnestly pressed to
consider well, the main end of his life and studies is, to know God and
Jesus Christ, which is eternal life, and therefore to lay Christ..as the
only foundation of all sound knowledge and learning.”

- Student Handbook, 1636

Secularism disciples people to learn to live without God.

“Secularism is doing a reverse exorcism. In the Bible, whenever Jesus encountered the
demonic, he drove it out. In a secular culture, wherever it encounters Christ, it seeks to drive
him out.” - Jon Tyson

> Empty yourself for a worthy cause (v. 6-7)
2 Timothy 4:6-7
6 For | am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my
departure. 7 | have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith.

Our lives are being poured out...day by day, week by week, month by month...the question is,
what is it being poured out upon?

Saul of Tarsus = pouring his life out to stop Jesus’ mission
Paul the Apostle = pouring his life out for Jesus’ mission

> Enjoy the awards that await (v. 8)
2 Timothy 4:8
Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing.

v. 10, ...for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me
v. 14, ...Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him...
v. 17, ..And | was delivered from the lion’s mouth.

Paul sets “this life” (unresolved, unjust, betrayals, sufferings) under the banner of “that day.”
-- that day when | enter my eternal home
-- that day when everything that wasn’t quite right gets set right for the glory of God
-- that day when Jesus gets the final word

You don’t wait until the end to decide how you’re going to end.
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