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» A UNITED church

axios

e  United around a way of life

Ephesians 4:1
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to
live a life worthy of the calling you have received.

axios = worthy = to be of equal weight

“Your life is much bigger than having a good

job, an understanding spouse, and non-delinquent kids. It is bigger than beautiful gardens,
nice vacations, and fashionable clothes. In reality, you are a part of something immense,
something that began before you were born and will continue after you die. God is rescuing
fallen humanity, transporting them into His Kingdom and progressively changing them into
His likeness. And He wants you to be a part of it.” - Paul David Tripp

e  United in a new spiritual family

Ephesians 4:2-5

2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and
one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one faith,
one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

"Be completely humble” = what a privilege it is to be in a room with you
"gentle” = meek, strength brought under control
"be patient” = long suffering toward aggravating people

“bearing with one another in love” = accept the failures and flaws of others

> A SERVING church
Ephesians 4:11-12
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up

APOSTLES extend the gospel. As the sent ones, they ensure that the faith is transmitted from
one context to another and from one generation to the next. They are always thinking about the
future, bridging barriers, establishing the church in new contexts, developing leaders,
networking...etc.

PROPHETS know God's will. They are particularly attuned to God and his truth for today.
They bring correction and challenge the dominant assumptions we inherit from the culture.
They insist that the community obey what God has commanded.



EVANGELISTS recruit. These infectious communicators of the gospel message recruit
others to the cause. They call for a personal response to God's redemption in Christ, and
also draw believers to engage the wider mission, growing the church.

PASTORS nurture and protect. Caregivers of the community, they focus on the protection
and spiritual maturity of God's flock, cultivating a loving and spiritually mature network of
relationships, making and developing disciples.

TEACHERS understand and explain. Communicators of God's truth and wisdom, they help
others remain biblically grounded to better discern God's will, guiding others toward
wisdom, helping the community remain faithful to Christ's word, and constructing a
transferable doctrine.
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Ephesians 4:16
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows
and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.



