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Luke 2:6-11

6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was
no guest room available for them. 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you, he is the Messiah, the Lord.

Psalm 16:5-11

5 Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. 6 The boundary

lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely | have a delightful inheritance. 7 | will praise
the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. 8 | keep my eyes always on
the Lord. With him at my right hand, | will not be shaken. 9 Therefore my heart is glad and my
tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, 10 because you will not abandon me to the
realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one see decay. 11 You make known to me the
path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5

1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given

the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For | testify that they gave as much as they
were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us
for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our
expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also

to us.



