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Luke 5:17-19
17 One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every village of Galilee and
from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick. 18
Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When
they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.

“Friends do not simply want me to stay as I am. Rather, they seek my growth. They want me 
 to become all I can be. They want me to develop my gifts and fulfill my potential. They want nothing less for me
than that I become the full-orbed person I am called from eternity to be in Christ. They want nothing less than
my wholeness and holiness.” 
                                                                                                       – David Benner

Luke 20:20-22
20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began
thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 Jesus knew what
they were thinking and asked, 
 
“Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?

unity of spiritual orientation = the integration of your heart for God & your love for people 

“To understand Jesus’ teachings, we must realize that deep in our orientations of our spirit we cannot have one
posture toward God and a different one toward other people. We are a whole being, and our true character
pervades everything we do. We cannot, for example, love God and hate human beings.” 
                                                                                                        – Dallas Willard

Luke 5:23-26 
23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins . . .” He said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25
Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was
amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”

“Most people are not satisfied with the permanent output of their lives. Nothing can wholly satisfy the life of
Christ within his followers except the adoption of Christ’s purpose toward the world he came to redeem. Fame,
pleasure and riches are but husks and ashes in contrast with the boundless and abiding joy of working with
God for the fulfillment of his eternal plans. Those who put everything into Christ’s undertaking are getting out
of life its sweetest and most priceless rewards.”  
                                                                                                      – J. Campbell White (1870-1962)

 


