
 
 

  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



INTRODUCTION FOR PARENTS 
 
“WHO IS JESUS?” 
 
There is no more important question that we could ask, from the youngest child to the oldest adult. We 
must all come face-to-face with the person and work of Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, the        
long-awaited Messiah, the faithful Savior of His people, the King of all glory, the One greater than Adam, 
Abraham, Moses, and David. 
 
We should ponder Christ every moment of every day of every year, but for many of us, Easter presents a 
time of special focus and attention. And it provides a wonderful opportunity to discuss Jesus together as 
a family. 
 
That is our hope and prayer with this devotional. It takes you on a three-week journey to see who Jesus 
is and what He has done, and it is designed to facilitate discussions amongst your family. Each day, you 
will find a similar format: 
 

READ – At the beginning of each day’s devotional there will be a section of Scripture to  
read together. These will be of varying lengths, with some comprising one or two verses, 
and others a lengthier section. We invite you to read this in a translation that will be 
both faithful and understandable to your children, and depending on the age of your 
kids, you could even let them take turns reading the passage each day.  

 
DEVOTIONAL – Following the Scripture reading, there will be a short devotional  

unpacking a few thoughts about who Jesus is and what He has done. You will find 
questions interspersed throughout for the kids answer, which are highlighted in red like 
this. This is a way, if you so choose, to make it more of an interactive discussion and 
engagement with that day’s devotional. 

 
QUESTIONS – Additional questions are provided at the end of each devotional. We  

encourage parents to read through these beforehand to decide which questions you 
want to spend time discussing, or supplement a few of your own. 

 
In all of this, our prayer is that you are able to come face-to-face with Jesus together as a family. We 
encourage you, as parents, to teach and show your kids that you need Jesus as a Savior too. Christ is 
alive, and we pray that His Spirit would be at work in your lives and the lives of your kids to bring you to 
a deeper love of Jesus. 
 
All to His eternal glory and praise!  



MARCH 21, 2021 

DAY 1: “GLORY” 
 
READ: JOHN 1:1-5 
 
Birthdays are important and worth celebrating! I remember when I was a kid, my birthday was an entire 
day of celebrating me – I got to choose the food we ate, the activities we did, the games we played, the 
movies we watched, and more!  
 
But birthdays also remind us that we have a beginning. How old are you? How old will you be turning 
on your next birthday? This is a reminder that there was a time when you did not exist. And guess 
what? There was a time when your mom and dad did not exist! There was even a time when your 
grandma and grandpa did not exist! That’s hard to believe, isn’t it? But it’s true!  
 
Do you know anybody who does not have a beginning? That would be a very powerful person! God has 
no beginning and will have no end. He is forever. This means he is “eternal.” And the eternal God has 
always existed in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Three persons, 
one God. We call this the “Trinity.”  
 
Imagine that you have a time machine. That would be very cool! Who would you want to go visit from 
history? What events would you want to see? Well, if you went back far enough, you would come to a 
time before you were born! If you went back a little further, you would come to a time before your 
parents and grandparents existed. And if you really went back far enough, you would come to a time 
before George Washington even existed! Even further, and you’d find a time before Paul, before David, 
before Abraham, even before Adam. 
 
But do you know who you would find at every single stop? You would find God in three persons: Father, 
Son, and Spirit. He has no beginning. In fact, everything that exists was made by Him and for Him!  
 
And in the Bible verses we just read, we saw someone called “the Word.” Do you know who this is? This 
is the Son of God. And in a manger in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago, he was born as a baby named “Jesus.” 
We will discuss that tomorrow. Today, remember that unlike you and me, when baby Jesus was born, it 
was not his beginning. As the Son of God, He is eternal.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What was your best birthday celebration? 

 How old is Jesus? 

 What do you learn about “the Word” in these verses? 

 What does it mean that God is Trinity? 

 What does it mean that God is eternal? 

 
  



MARCH 22, 2021 

DAY 2: “BIRTH” 
 
READ: LUKE 2:1-20 
 
Did you know that we are allowed to read those Bible verses in March? It’s not even Christmastime! 
Yesterday we discussed birthdays, so today we will discuss Christmas! What is your favorite Christmas 
memory from this past year? 
 
Did you know that Christmas is actually one big birthday party? Do you know whose birthday it is? 
JESUS! But remember, we learned yesterday that God is eternal, meaning He is forever and has no 
beginning or end. So the birth of Jesus, who is the Son of God, is not the first chapter of His story, but it 
is still a very important chapter. 
 
Every year at Christmas, my family gets a cake and sings “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. But we know that 
we cannot put an age on Him, because He is forever. The miracle of Christmas is that the eternal Son of 
God was born as a human baby and laid in a manger, probably surrounded by animals. 
 
Imagine you are a mighty king living in a huge castle! That would be pretty awesome, wouldn’t it? 
Maybe you’ve got a crown and a sword. Maybe your castle has a moat around it to keep bad guys out. 
Maybe you have to fight a big dragon. Maybe you have to rescue the prince. Maybe you even have a 
round table where all the knights sit. What would your Kingdom look like? 
 
But would you choose to leave the castle to go live among the peasants? To go from sitting on your 
glorious throne to sleeping in a smelly manger? 
 
That is what the Son of God did. He stepped down from His throne, where He reigns as the King of all 
the universe, and came to live among us. Do you know why He did this? He did it because He loves us 
and in order to save us, so that we can live with Him in His Kingdom forever!  
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Why do we normally talk about this around Christmas? 

 Do you notice anything in those verses we read that suggest this baby is a King? 

 Why did the King willingly leave His throne of glory? 

 
  



MARCH 23, 2021 

DAY 3: “BAPTISM” 
 
READ: MATTHEW 3:13-17 
 
Yesterday, we read about Jesus as a baby. Today, we read about Jesus as an adult. What happened to 
his childhood? Don’t worry; he grew up just like you and I do, but the Bible only tells us a few stories of 
his life. There are a lot of stories we don’t know! What do you think he did as a kid? Do you think he 
played with the neighborhood kids? Do you think he built things and participated in projects? Do you 
think he had to go to school? 
 
We don’t know for sure what he did as a kid. But we do know one thing: he never sinned!! Have you ever 
told a lie? Have you ever taken something that wasn’t yours from your brother or sister or friend? Have 
you ever disobeyed your parents? The answer is YES. And if you would have said no, that would be a lie, 
so then you would need to answer YES anyway. (And guess what? Your parents would answer YES too!) 
 
But Jesus never did any of that. He always did the right thing. He always did what God wanted. He never 
sinned. He is the only human being EVER to not sin. Even though he was human just like us, there was at 
the same time something different about Him.  
 
When he was an adult, he was baptized. Have you ever been baptized? Do you know what baptism 
represents? Jesus commanded everyone who loves Him to be baptized, to show others that we believe 
in Him. When we are baptized, we are confessing that we are sinners and that we need Jesus, our 
Savior! It represents death and resurrection – as we are plunged beneath the water, it represents being 
buried with Jesus, and as we are lifted out of the water, it represents being raised with Him. 
 
So why was Jesus baptized? He has no sin and needs no Savior! John the Baptist realized this, and that is 
why he was hesitant to baptize Jesus at all – because John needed Jesus as Savior just like everyone 
else! Here is why Jesus was baptized: because in his life, he is identifying with his people and taking their 
place! Jesus was perfectly obedient in every single thing he did. And in his life and death, Jesus takes our 
place.  
 
We live a sinful life, so we deserve to die. Jesus lived a perfect life, so he did not deserve to die. 
But Jesus died in our place, because of our sins, and He gives us instead His perfect life. He takes our 
place, and calls us to follow Him – which includes being baptized, just like He was. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What is the big deal with baptism? 

 Why should we be baptized? 

 How was Jesus’s baptism different than ours? 



MARCH 24, 2021 

DAY 4: “TEMPTATION” 
 
READ: MATTHEW 4:1-11 
 
Can you remember who the very first humans were? Adam and Eve! Their story is told in Genesis, at 
the very beginning of the Bible. God made everything perfect, but then Satan came in the garden 
disguised as a serpent, and he tried to get Adam and Eve to doubt God and to disobey Him. This is what 
we call “temptation” – something that could or does try to draw us away from God.  
 
This can be something outside of you, or it can be your own heart. When you listen and give in, 
disobeying God, that is sin. And that is precisely what Adam and Eve did – when tempted, they gave in 
and sinned. That is the same thing that every single one of us does on a daily basis. 
 
But remember, as we learned yesterday, Jesus is different. He NEVER sinned! He never told a lie about 
his brother or sister. He never stole something that didn’t belong to him. He never disobeyed his 
parents. He never did anything that God had said not to do. He never disobeyed God.  
 
But even though he did not sin, he was tempted, just like we are. In those verses we read earlier, we see 
that Satan tried to tempt Jesus to sin, but unlike Adam and Eve, Jesus did not give in! In fact, the Bible 
says that Jesus is greater than Adam, because Adam sinned, but Jesus obeyed.  
 
And this is good news for us, because if Jesus was a sinner just like us, he would need a Savior just like 
us! But because Jesus NEVER sinned, then he can be the Savior we all desperately need! Jesus, as the 
sinless Savior, died for you and me, so that we can live with him forever!  
 
Because He is perfect, He is the perfect Savior for all of us who are not. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Do you think it was easy for Jesus to not sin? Why or why not? 

 Why is it important that Jesus never sinned? 

 What are some ways in which you can say no to sin when you are tempted?  



MARCH 25, 2021 

DAY 5: “TEACHING” 
 
READ: JOHN 3:16-17 

 
Who is the favorite teacher you have had? What made them so great? What did you learn from them? 
 
Did you know that Jesus was a teacher? That’s right! But he wasn’t a teacher like you and I think of 
today. He did not teach in a classroom at a school, and he did not teach a subject like math or gym class. 
No, he taught the most important subject of all: he taught about God, and how to know and follow Him!  
 
But a lot of the people who listened to him didn’t get it. Does that ever happen to you? Are you ever 
confused by what you hear from your teachers? It happened to those Jesus was teaching, too. But the 
reason they did not understand was because they thought they knew it all already! I can remember tests 
in school where I thought I knew everything and didn’t need to study… only to realize I failed the test! 
 
That is what Jesus was helping his listeners understand. They thought they knew how to be God’s friend, 
but instead they were His enemy! They were sinning against Him, but thought they were good! So Jesus 
came and taught many things, using stories (called parables) and lessons (called sermons) and 
conversations with people. And though he taught on many different things, his main message was about 
how to know God. 
 
For example, in those verses we read, he is answering someone who asked how to be “born again.” 
What does this mean to be “born again?” It means that you need a spiritual birth, giving you spiritual 
life, and only God can do this. And so Jesus explains what this means: God the Father sent God the Son 
into the world as a human named Jesus, so that anyone who believes that He is Lord and Savior will be 
saved!  
 
Do you know why He did this? Do you know what motivated God the Father to send His Son, and God 
the Son to willingly go? Love. Because God loved you, He sent Jesus. And if you believe in Him, you will 
be saved. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What is your favorite subject in school? What do you think is the most important subject to 
learn about? 

 In your own words, can you share what Jesus taught in these verses? 

 Why did God send His Son? 

 How can we be saved? 

 

  



MARCH 26, 2021 

DAY 6: “HEALING” 
 
READ: MARK 2:1-12 
 
We learned yesterday that Jesus was a great teacher. But he was much more than that! Did you know 
that he was also a great healer? 
 
When we are sick or hurt, we go to the doctor. When was the last time you had to go to the doctor? 
We should be very thankful for doctors who are wise to know what treatments to prescribe to help us 
get better. But the great healer is God Himself, and Jesus showed that. God is always powerful to heal, 
and even though He does not always bring healing as we would like to see it, He is always working 
according to His good plan. But Jesus did heal many people in order to display his power. 
 
For example, Jesus healed a paralytic (Mark 2). This means that the person could probably not move his 
arms or legs, and so his friends had to carry him to Jesus – and actually lowered him through the roof to 
get to him! And Jesus healed him, so that he could immediately walk. 
 
Jesus also healed a blind man (John 9), allowing him to see again. Jesus healed a leper, someone with a 
contagious skin disease, meaning he no longer had to quarantine (Matthew 8). Jesus healed a man who 
was both deaf and had trouble speaking, which meant he could not hear nor talk, but Jesus opened his 
ears and his mouth (Mark 7). Jesus cast out many demons from people, meaning they were free (for 
example, Mark 5). 
 
But Jesus also healed dead people! Now that’s something no doctor can do! He made dead people alive 
again. He did this with a young girl (Mark 5), and he did this with his friend Lazarus (John 11). When we 
read all of this, we should be asking, “who is this Jesus?” He brings healing to various diseases, and even 
raises the dead to life!  
 
Based on what we have learned so far this week, who is Jesus? 
 
Yes, Jesus is God, and therefore He has the power to heal and to raise the dead. But do you know what 
the greatest healing Jesus performed was? He not only healed people physically but spiritually! For 
example, when he healed the paralytic man, he told him, “your sins are forgiven.” Nobody else can do 
this!  
 
Doctors are a gift from God, but they cannot make us healthy spiritually. Only God can do that!  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Can you think of a time where God gave healing in your life? 

 If God is the one who heals, and Jesus heals all these people, what does that remind us about 
Jesus? 

 What is the greatest healing that Jesus provides?  

 What healing do you need to ask Jesus for today? 

  



MARCH 27, 2021 

DAY 7: “MIRACLES” 
 
READ: JOHN 20:30-31; 21:25 
 
Have you ever been hungry? Maybe you got home from school and wanted a snack, but your mom said 
that it would not be too long until dinner. So by the time you sat down to eat, you were super hungry.  
 
Well Jesus one time was teaching a huge crowd of people, and they grew super hungry too! But it’s a lot 
harder to feed thousands of people than your own family, so Jesus’s disciples didn’t know what to do. 
There were well over 5,000 people there, and all they had was only five loaves of bread and two fish, 
brought by a little boy. But Jesus miraculously used those to feed over 5,000 people! (This story is 
recorded, among other places, in John 6:1-15) 
 
Have you ever been scared of a storm? Maybe a thunderstorm in the middle of the night frightened 
you, with bright flashes of lightning and loud bursts of thunder. 
 
One time Jesus’s disciples were scared by a storm too. In fact, they were out on the sea in the middle of 
it! So the boat was rocking back and forth, the waves crashing over the sides of the ship, the rain 
pouring down upon them, the wind howling in their ears. They were terrified. But Jesus was sleeping 
right through it! The disciples couldn’t believe it and woke him up. Jesus stood up and ordered the wind 
and the sea, saying, “Peace! Be still!” And guess what? They obeyed him! The storm stopped instantly. 
(This story is recorded, among other places, in Mark 4:35-41) 
 
Have you ever been at the beach or the pool, swimming in the water? Maybe you jump in the waves, 
or try to hold your breath underwater, or play games with your friends. But do you know what you can’t 
do? You can’t walk on the top of the water! 
 
But Jesus did. His disciples sailed on ahead of him on the sea, but then in the middle of the night, they 
saw someone walking on the water toward them! Wouldn’t you be scared if you saw this? You might 
pinch yourself to see if you were dreaming! But it was not a dream: Jesus was actually walking on the 
top of the water – and he wasn’t sinking!  (This story is recorded, among other places, in Mark 6:45-52) 
 
All of these, and many others, were miracles recorded by Jesus. And they are supposed to teach us 
things about him: Jesus holds all of the power over everything He created. Creation obeys Him. They 
listen to his voice, and they follow Him – do you? 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What are some miracles you can name that Jesus did? Can you think of any that we did not 
talk about today? 

 What are these miracles supposed to teach us about Jesus? 

 What is a miracle that you have seen in your life? [Parent’s note: if your kids have trouble 
thinking of one, you can point out how the Bible is a miracle of God revealing Himself to us. Or, if 
your kids are believers in Jesus, you can point out how salvation is the greatest miracle of all! We 
all have seen miracles!]  

  



MARCH 28, 2021 

DAY 8: “TRANSFIGURATION” 
 
READ: LUKE 9:28-31 
 
Today we are talking about a pretty big word: “Transfiguration.” Now what in the world does that 
mean? It is, in this instance, a change to a more glorious appearance or look. 
 
Here’s what happened: Jesus went up on a mountain and took his three best friends with him (Peter, 
James, and John). They got a front-row seat at the glory of Jesus – who, remember, is the Son of God – 
as his appearance was changed. This is not Jesus becoming something new, but rather the curtain being 
pulled back for a glimpse of who he really is. He is the God of the universe!  
 
Think about the masks that we have been wearing for the past year. Have you ever had trouble 
recognizing someone with the mask on? Well when that mask is pulled back, you can then see who 
they really are! That is not exactly like what happened with Jesus, but here is the point: the disciples 
thought they knew who Jesus was, but they couldn’t tell for sure – just like you looking at someone in a 
mask! But when the transfiguration happened, the “mask” was pulled back and they could see for sure 
who Jesus was: He is God, the King of the universe, and the long-promised Savior. They saw who he 
really was. 
 
But then two more people show up, and they begin talking with Jesus. They are Moses and Elijah. Can 
you remember anything about these two men from the Old Testament? Moses was the one who led 
Israel out of slavery in Egypt in the Exodus event. Elijah was maybe the greatest prophet in Israel’s 
history. So these two massive figures from the Old Testament show up, and they are talking to Jesus 
about his mission. 
 
Because Jesus was about to do something greater than Moses or Elijah ever dreamed of. Jesus was 
going to lead His people to freedom. 
 
What do you think Peter, James, and John were thinking as they saw this? What would you be 
thinking? If your friend was suddenly transformed into a glorious appearance, and two of the biggest 
heroes in history showed up and talked to him? What should you do when that happens? 
 
When this happened to Jesus, God told them what they should do: “This is my Son, my Chosen One; 
listen to him!” When we see the glory of Jesus, we must listen to him and follow him! 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Was there a time where you did not listen to Jesus? What happened? 

 What are some ways you can listen to Jesus today? 
 

 
  



MARCH 29, 2021 

DAY 9: “ARRIVAL” 
 
READ: MARK 11:1-11 
 
Have you ever gone on a trip? Where did you go? How did you get there? 
 
Well, in the last week of Jesus’s life, he arrived in Jerusalem. He was going to celebrate the Passover, 
when Israel remembered God’s mighty act in delivering them through the Exodus, but He was also going 
because He knew He needed to die in order to fulfill God’s plan. But His arrival was probably not like 
anything you have experienced! 
 
Jesus rode into the big city on a donkey! And as he did, people surrounded him, laying down their coats 
before him so that the donkey could walk on them instead of the ground. Other people waved branches 
of a tree in a sign of respect. And the people shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
Do you know what that means? Hosanna is a praising and a pleading for salvation! So as Jesus arrives, 
the praise they are giving Him is that salvation has arrived! David was the greatest King in Israel’s 
history, and the people are saying that Jesus is the even greater King than David! So, in other words, you 
could say that as the people are shouting, they are crying out, “The King has arrived, and he is here to 
save us!” 
 
Were they correct? They were! Jesus is the greatest King in the universe, and he was riding into 
Jerusalem to save His people. And because he came to save, we look forward to when he will return. Did 
you know that the King is coming back soon? We don’t know exactly when, but King Jesus will return to 
earth, riding on a great white horse, and will triumph over all his enemies and rule forever and ever.  
 
And if you believe in him as your Savior, you will get to be in his Kingdom forever. This is a great 
Kingdom, where nothing ever goes wrong, where there is no sadness or crying, where there is only joy 
and happiness, and the reason why is because the greatest King is our greatest joy! 
 
So let’s all shout “Hosanna!” to the King right now!  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What does Hosanna mean? 

 What does it mean that Jesus is the King? 

 What does it mean that Jesus is the Savior? 

  



MARCH 30, 2021 

DAY 10: “LAST SUPPER” 
 
READ: LUKE 22:14-20 
 
Yesterday, we talked about how Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, and how the people praised 
Him. But here’s a big, important question: do you remember why Jesus was going to Jerusalem? He 
was going to celebrate the Passover and to save His people – and those two things are connected! Let’s 
find out how. 
 
Israel celebrated the Passover every year to remember what God had done in the Exodus. Do you 
remember anything about the Exodus, with Moses? God performed a series of ten mighty acts to 
display His power, and the final one was to show His power over death. But He did not want to kill His 
people, so He told them that they would be saved by the blood of a lamb. After this, God led them away 
from Egypt, through the Red Sea, and (eventually…) to the Promised Land. So every year, Israel 
remembered this – and Jesus did too! 
 
So he and his disciples were celebrating the Passover. (1) First, when the disciples arrived, Jesus washed 
their feet! Have you ever run around outside barefoot? When you came inside, your feet were filthy! 
Well, in Jesus’s time, even if they were wearing sandals, their feet would be dirty too! So usually, when 
you arrived, a servant would wash your feet before you went inside and tracked dirt everywhere. Only 
this time… it was Jesus doing it! The disciples couldn’t believe it, but Jesus was demonstrating humility 
by serving them. (2) Second, Jesus ate a meal with his disciples. In Jesus’s day, mealtime was about a lot 
more than just food – it was about being together with friends! (3) And third, Jesus taught his disciples a 
very important lesson. He took a loaf of bread and broke it, saying, “This is my body, which is given for 
you.” Then he took a cup and said, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my 
blood.”  
 
What does that mean? Remember the Passover: Israel was saved by the blood of a Lamb. Here, Jesus is 
saying that he will give his body and his blood to save his people. The Bible calls Jesus “our Passover 
lamb” (1 Corinthians 5:7). So now, like Israel remembered the Passover, we remember what Jesus did 
on the cross for us. One way we do this is through “Communion,” where we reflect and participate in 
each of these three things Jesus did that night. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What do you remember about Moses and the Passover? 

 How is our salvation related to the Passover? 

 Why did Jesus wash his disciples’ feet? 

 How can we serve someone, like Jesus did? 

  



MARCH 31, 2021 

DAY 11: “GARDEN” 
 
READ: LUKE 22:39-46 
 
When was a time where you had to do something really hard? How did you handle it? 
 
We have been talking for over a week now about how Jesus came to die for our sins. But Jesus knew 
that it was going to be hard. It is really hard to know that you will be beaten, made fun of, and killed! So 
after eating the last supper with his disciples (as we saw yesterday), Jesus went to a garden to pray. 
 
What is prayer? Prayer is talking with God. And so Jesus went to a garden to talk with God the Father, 
and he prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but 
yours, be done.” Jesus is telling His Father, “I know this is going to be really hard, and so if there is 
another way to save our people, let’s do that! But I trust you, Father, and your plan is always good and 
right!” 
 
Jesus was a human being just like you and me, and that means that these things were truly hard and 
painful for him. But Jesus also trusted God with all of his heart, and knew that whenever God makes a 
plan, it is the right plan, and it is a good plan. So Jesus followed God’s plan perfectly, even though that 
meant dying.  
 
There are going to be times in all of our lives where following God means something will be hard. Maybe 
it means obeying your parents even though that means you won’t get to play with a friend today. 
Maybe it means not stealing something even though you really want it. Maybe it means sticking up for a 
kid at school and loving them, even when they are being made fun of.  
 
But remember: nothing that you face will be harder than what Jesus faced, as he went to the cross to 
die because of our sins. And he did it obediently, for the joy of glorifying God and saving His people. The 
Son of God already endured the hardest road imaginable because He loves you, and because He wanted 
you to be with Him forever.  
 
So when we face hard situations, remember the love of Jesus, and remember that you can pray to God 
about it. That does not mean it will be easy, but loving God and following Him is always worth it. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What did we learn about Jesus today? 

 What is prayer? Why should we pray? 

 When you face a hard situation, how should you handle it? 

  



APRIL 1, 2021 

DAY 12: “ARREST” 
 
READ: MARK 14:43-50 
 
Betrayal is not fun. This is what happens when someone you are close to, or someone whom you trust, 
breaks that and goes against you. 
 
Have you ever felt betrayed by a friend? How did it make you feel? There are very few things that hurt 
worse than being betrayed by someone you love. But Jesus knows what it feels like.  
 
Jesus spent three years ministering to thousands of people, but throughout it all, he focused in 
particular on twelve men. These were his best friends, who traveled with him and spent those three 
years with him. How many of those twelve disciples can you name? (You can find the whole list in 
Matthew 10:2-4) 
 
One of them, Judas, betrayed Jesus. The religious leaders wanted to kill Jesus, because he was claiming 
to be God, and Judas agreed to help them. In exchange for this, they paid him thirty silver coins. What 
do you think is worth more: thirty silver coins, or Jesus? It is Jesus. Judas was wrong. But he turned 
Jesus in to the enemy, betraying him with a kiss, and then Jesus was arrested. 
 
Wait, what? Jesus arrested? But he has done nothing wrong! His other eleven disciples wanted to 
defend him, so they pulled out their swords ready to fight! But guess what Jesus said? He said that he 
didn’t need an army because he already had one; he had an army of angels in heaven (Matthew 26:53). 
Remember, he is the King! But he didn’t call them. Jesus was following God’s plan, and that is why he 
said, “But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” God had already said what would happen, and that included 
Jesus being arrested and sentenced to die. 
 
Why was this happening? Why was this God’s plan? We will find out more tomorrow. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 How do you think you would have reacted if you were one of Jesus’s disciples on the night he 
was arrested? 

 Did Jesus deserve to be arrested? Why not? 

 
  



APRIL 2, 2021 

DAY 13: “CRUCIFIXION” 
 
READ: JOHN 19:16-19 
 
Death is an enemy. It is not the way things are supposed to be. But death is what happens because of 
sin.  
 
God had told Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden that if they sinned against Him, they would die. Well, 
they did sin against Him, and they did die. And such has been the case for every single one of us since. 
Sin deserves death. That’s what Paul says: “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). That means that 
when we sin – and we all do! – we deserve death.  
 
But did Jesus deserve death? NO! Death is the consequence of sin, of disobedience to God, and Jesus 
never sinned. Not even once. Not even one little tiny lie. Not even when no one was looking. He was 
perfect… and yet he died anyway. 
 
After he was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, he was quickly tried and condemned to die, 
because he had claimed to be the Son of God and the rightful King! If someone else had said it, it would 
have been a lie – and therefore a sin! But for Jesus, it was simply telling the truth! The leaders did not 
like it very much, however, so they sentenced him to die! They led him up a hill, to where they killed 
criminals, and they nailed him to a cross. It was very painful and shameful! He hung on the cross for 
hours, and finally, he died. 
 
The question we should be asking is, “Why?” Why did this innocent man die? The answer is the greatest 
news in the universe: Jesus died in our place. Remember, all of us have sinned and deserve to die – but 
Jesus took our place. Every single sin of every single one of his people were placed upon him, and Jesus 
bore the penalty we deserve.  
 
Which means that if you believe in Him, Jesus paid for all of your sins. Every single one of them – even 
the ones you have never told anybody about! He offers us forgiveness of everything we have done 
wrong, of every time we have disobeyed God, and offers us life forever with him. Eternal life! This is 
good news, and this is our only hope of salvation! Do you believe in Him? 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Why did Jesus have to die? 

 What does Jesus’s death mean for me? 

 Do you think death is the end of the story for Jesus? (Hint: No, it’s not! And it doesn’t have to 
be for us, either!) 

  



APRIL 3, 2021 

DAY 14: “BURIAL” 
 
READ: MARK 15:42-47 
 
Yesterday, we learned that Jesus was killed. He was nailed to a cross, and he died. When someone dies, 
typically their body is buried. So after Jesus died, they had to bury his body, and a man named Joseph 
took responsibility to make this happen. (This was not Jesus’s dad but a different Joseph; it was a 
common name in Bible times.)    
 
Joseph and a few other people took his body and buried it in a tomb. It was kind of like a cave, where 
you can walk into it, and a big stone was rolled in front of it. This stone would keep anyone from coming 
to try to steal the body.  
 
And then Jesus’s friends and followers went home. 
 
I am sure they were very sad, because death is very sad! It is not a good thing. It is not the way God 
made things to be. It is the result of sin. It is ok to be sad over death. And Jesus was really, truly, dead. In 
a tomb. End of story… 
 
… or was it? Was death the end of Jesus’s story? 
 
No, it was not. He was really dead, but he would not stay that way. But for that, we will have to wait 
until tomorrow!  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Was Jesus just pretending to be dead, or was he really dead? 

 What do you think Jesus’s friends, family, and followers were feeling the day after he was 
killed? 

 Can you remember from yesterday why Jesus died? 

  



APRIL 4, 2021 

DAY 15: “RESURRECTION” 
 
READ: MARK 16:1-7 
 
Happy Easter! JESUS IS ALIVE!!! 
 
On Friday, we learned that he was killed on a cross, taking our place as our Savior. On Saturday, we 
learned that he was buried in a tomb, showing that he was really dead. But what about Sunday? 
 
This is the best news of all: Jesus came back to life!  
 
First, this means that God has total power over life and death. Remember how last week we ever-so-
briefly mentioned that Jesus raised a young girl and his friend Lazarus from the dead? Here, God raises 
Jesus from the dead. Only God can do this.  
 
Second, this means that Jesus’s sacrifice was acceptable. He died in our place, and the resurrection is 
proof that this sacrifice was perfect, was pleasing to God, and was enough to save us.  
 
Third, this means that Jesus is now reigning as the King of all the universe. He is alive right now, and he is 
seated on His throne in heaven. He is governing all things and keeping all things going. Go ahead and 
take a deep breath right now. The only reason you can do that is because Jesus allowed you to, because 
he is sustaining you and keeping you alive right now. And he is doing this for everything in the universe, 
all at the same time. 
 
And fourth, this means that we will raise from the dead one day. The Bible talks about how, because 
Jesus came back to life, everyone who believes in him will be resurrected one day to eternal life. When 
Jesus comes back, everyone who loved him will be raised from the dead and given resurrection bodies. 
As Aslan said in The Chronicles of Narnia, “death itself would start working backwards.” 
 
Because Jesus died and rose again, we can have eternal life, if we only believe in Him!   
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What do you think the women were feeling when the angel appeared to them, in the verses 
we read earlier? 

 In your own words, why is it such good news that Jesus is alive? 

  



APRIL 5, 2021 

DAY 16: “APPEARING” 
 
READ: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-8 
 
What are the most important things in your life? Maybe it’s your family, or your friends, or your 
favorite toy(s), or your pet, or your favorite movie or game, or many other things! There are a lot of 
things that are important to us, and a lot of them are good things!  
 
Did you know that the Bible tells us what is most important? The entire Bible is important (because the 
entire thing is God’s Word for us, and God cannot be wrong), but Paul says that the things that are most 
important are these: (1) that Jesus died, (2) that Jesus was buried, (3) that Jesus was raised on the third 
day, (4) that all of this happened to fulfill what the Bible had said would happen, (5) and that he 
appeared to many people. 
 
Why do you think it was so important that Jesus appeared to all of these people? It showed them – 
and us! – that this was not a dream a few people had. This was something that hundreds of people saw 
at the same time: Jesus was alive! You might remember a dream you had, but your friends don’t 
remember it! Why? Because it was your dream! But if you and all your friends and your entire school all 
saw the exact same thing, then it could not be a dream; it must be real! That is why it is so important 
that Jesus appeared: it is proof that His resurrection was real and not imaginary. 
 
Jesus appeared to his disciples. They were overjoyed that he was alive!  
 
Jesus appeared to Peter. He was graciously forgiven of his sins and restored to serving the Lord.  
 
Jesus appeared to Thomas. He was doubting whether Jesus was alive, but then he saw him and 
believed!  
 
Jesus appeared to big crowds of people.  
 
Jesus appeared to many people before returning to heaven. 
 
The most important things in the entire world are that Jesus died for our sins, in our place, was buried 
(he really died), he came back to life, and he appeared to many people (he was really alive), all to fulfill 
what the whole Bible said all along! This is what is truly most important! 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 How do we know Jesus really came back to life? 

 What do you think your reaction would have been if you saw Jesus, like the disciples did? 

 Can you remember what things are MOST important that we talked about? 



APRIL 6, 2021 

DAY 17: “MISSION” 
 
READ: MATTHEW 28:16-20 
 
We have looked at the life of Jesus, and we have learned that he died and rose from the dead to save us 
from our sins and to give us eternal life. And along the way, we have also learned that he is the King who 
will return one day. But have you ever wondered why he hasn’t come back yet? 
 
It’s because God is patient and loving. When was a time you had to be patient? Was it easy or hard? 
Well God can do whatever He wants, whenever He wants, and He has chosen to be patient in coming 
back. Why? Because He is still saving people!  
 
Right before Jesus went back to heaven, he gave his followers a mission: to make disciples of all the 
nations. A disciple is a follower, so Jesus told his followers to make more followers of him. God’s goal is 
that people from all over the world would come to believe in Him, and this requires His followers going 
all over the world! Our mission, as believers in Jesus, is to tell others about him! This is what we call 
missionaries: people who go to another place in order to tell them about Jesus.  
 
Think about the things that bring you the most excitement and happiness. What are they? When 
something makes you really happy and really excited, don’t you want to tell people about it? That is why 
we tell people about Jesus: because he brings the most joy and happiness, we will of course want to 
share him with others! 
 
And this is the mission he gave all of us, including you. You can tell others about Jesus, because 
everyone is in need of Jesus! He is coming back soon, but he is still at work saving people from their sins. 
This good news is too great to keep to ourselves! 
 
Who can you tell about Jesus? 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Are only missionaries supposed to tell people about Jesus? 

 What is the mission that Jesus gave all of us? 

 Who can you tell about Jesus? 
  



APRIL 7, 2021 

DAY 18: “ASCENSION” 
 
READ: ACTS 1:6-11 
 
Jesus came back to life, appeared to many people, and gave us a mission to do – but what happened to 
him after that? Do you know where Jesus is right now? 
 
He’s in heaven! He is sitting on his throne reigning as the King of the universe! But we will look at that 
more tomorrow. Today, we are looking at how he got there.  
 
Right after giving them their mission, Jesus was taken up into heaven as his followers looked on. Go 
outside and look up. What do you see? Do you see the sun, or the moon? Do you see clouds, or stars? 
Do you know what the disciples saw? They saw Jesus rising up through the clouds. And as they looked 
up, with Jesus now out of view, two angels showed up and told them that Jesus will come again the 
same way. We will see him returning through the clouds, coming back to earth. Every time you look up 
at the sky, you can think about how Jesus is coming back one day – maybe even today!! Wouldn’t that 
be amazing?  
 
But it could have been very sad for the disciples to see their friend taken to heaven. Wouldn’t you feel 
sad if your best friend suddenly left? But Jesus knew that they might be feeling this way, and so he told 
them it was actually better for them that he leave! (John 16:7) What? That sounds crazy, doesn’t it? It 
was not crazy, but true. Every single word God says is always true. And this is what Jesus told them: He 
would send the Holy Spirit to be with them.  
 
Now let me see if you remember all the way back to the first day – do you know who the Holy Spirit is? 
He is God! And Jesus sends the Spirit to live inside every single person who believes in him! That means 
if you believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit lives in you (1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Tim. 1:14; Rom. 8:11; etc.).  
 
This is amazing. He is at work in you. Jesus said that the Spirit will convict people about sin, 
righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8-11) – in other words, He will show us where we are wrong and 
how to live rightly. He works the fruit of the Spirit in us (Gal. 5:22-26) – can you remember what the 
fruit of the Spirit are? He will show us what the Bible means and cause us to remember its words (John 
14:16). And most of all, the Spirit will glorify Christ (John 16:14), and will lead all of us more and more 
into glorifying Jesus, who reigns right now as King of the universe in heaven.  
 
Sing a song of praise to Him right now!  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Where is Jesus right now?  
 What are some of the things the Holy Spirit is doing in our lives right now?  



APRIL 8, 2021 

DAY 19: “REIGN” 
 
READ: PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11 
 
We looked yesterday at where Jesus is right now – He is in heaven! But what is he doing right now? 
Based on what we have learned about him so far, do you have any guesses? 
 
The Bible tells us a couple of the things that he is doing right now: 
 
First, he is reigning the entire universe as King. Remember, the people thought he was a King, and they 
were right! Israel had been waiting and waiting for the Greatest King, one who was greater than even 
their very best kings, like David. Jesus was the King they were waiting for. But he didn’t come exactly like 
they expected. Have you ever had something happen that was different than you expected? That’s 
what happened with the peoples’ expectations of Jesus. So we are still waiting for him to return and set 
up his Kingdom in fullness, but he is still reigning right now! He is ruling his universe, and he is the one 
holding everything together and keeping everything going!  
 
Second, he is representing his people as Mediator. A Mediator is someone who goes between two 
people or groups, helping to resolve any problems. Remember, sinners deserve death, so they cannot 
stand before the holy God and live! But Jesus goes between God and His people, and Jesus says, “it’s ok, 
they are mine! They believe in me. They can be here, because I have saved them.”  
 
Third, he is leading his church as its head. The Bible talks about the church as a body, with a bunch of 
different parts. Some people are like an arm, some are like a leg, and so on. But Jesus is the head of the 
church, which is his people. He leads them and tells them what to do, and we follow him. 
 
Jesus is the Great King of the universe; we must worship him! He is the Great Mediator of his people; we 
must thank him! He is the Great Head of his church; we must follow him!  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What is Jesus doing right now? 

 How do you worship God? 

 How do you thank God? 

 How do you follow God? 
  



APRIL 9, 2021 

DAY 20: “RETURN” 
 
READ: MATTHEW 24:30-31 
 
Where is Jesus right now? He’s in heaven! What is Jesus doing right now? He is ruling the universe! He 
is our Mediator! He is the head of the church! That’s what is happening right now – but today we’re 
going to talk about the future!  
 
Do you ever think about the future? What do you think the world will be like in 100 years? Maybe 
there will be hovercrafts zooming around. Maybe we’ll have droids like in Star Wars. We don’t know! 
When we think of the future, we are thinking of things we hope will happen or things we wonder will 
happen, but not things we know will happen.  
 
But did you know that the Bible actually tells us a few things that WILL happen in the future? It’s 
guaranteed, because it’s in the Bible, and the Bible is never wrong! We know it will happen! Today and 
tomorrow, we will look at two things that we know will happen in the future, and the first is this: Jesus is 
coming back! And Jesus will win! 
 
The Bible tells us that Jesus is coming back. We don’t know when, but we know it will happen. And when 
he returns, He will gather all of his people – everyone who believes in Him – and it will be the best day 
you can ever imagine. Because Jesus wins! 
 
There are a lot of bad things in this world. There is a lot of sadness, a lot of suffering, a lot of hard 
situations. You can probably think of some of them right now. You can probably think of times where 
someone has done something that hurt you, or a time that was painful, or a time that was sad. And, of 
course, all of us can think of times where we have done what is wrong and sinned against God.  
 
But sin does not win. Evil does not win. What’s your favorite movie or book? Let me ask you: does the 
good guy win in that story? Of course they do! That’s because every good story has the good guy(s) 
winning – and that is because every good story models the greatest story, where Jesus will win over all 
of His enemies! There is nothing that can stop Jesus. There is no one even close to as powerful as He is. 
And so we wait for Him to return, when he will put an end to all evil, and we will see him face-to-face 
with joy. I can’t wait!  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 Is there anything or anyone in the universe more powerful than Jesus? 

 How are you preparing for Jesus to come back? 

 How does knowing Jesus is coming back impact the way you live today? 

 
  



APRIL 10, 2021 

DAY 21: “GLORY” 
 
READ: REVELATION 21:1-7 
 
Where is your favorite place in the world? What makes it so special? For me, I love being anywhere by 
the water. I grew up in an amazing small town with a beautiful lake, and I love spending a summer or fall 
day on the lake, reading or tubing and just spending time with family in God’s creation. My favorite 
place to go is the Outer Banks in North Carolina, where our family goes on vacation each summer. It is 
beautiful and relaxing, and it too is a wonderful time with family in God’s creation. 
 
But neither of those places – nor any of the ones you mentioned! – can possibly compare with what 
awaits us in the future! The Bible tells us that there will be a new heaven and a new earth, and we will 
live there with the Triune God forever and ever and ever. There will never, ever be an end to it! And day 
by day, forever and ever, we will continue to grow more and more in love with Jesus. 
 
We just read some verses that tell us what this will be like. Can you remember some of those things? 
There are many awesome things about it: he will wipe away our tears; there will be no more death; 
there will be no more mourning or crying or pain. But do you know what the very best thing about 
heaven is? God is there.  
 
The joy of heaven is the joy of being with God. Imagine if your very best friend in the world was also the 
best King in the history of the world, and they lived in your very favorite place in the world, and you got 
to live with them there forever and ever. Wouldn’t that be pretty cool? Ok, now multiply that by ten 
billion times better, and you’re just beginning to understand how amazing it is to be with God. It will be 
better than we can even imagine, because he is better than we can ever imagine. 
 
If you believe in Jesus, you will live with him forever! If he is the treasure and joy of your heart now, 
heaven will be a never-ending delight as we move deeper and deeper into the joy of our Lord. If he is 
what your heart most delight in, he will certainly give you the desires of your heart forever and ever. I 
can’t wait! 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

 What are some things you are looking forward to about heaven? 

 What is the very best thing about heaven? 

 How do you get to heaven? 
  



APRIL 11, 2021 

DAY 22: “BELIEVE” 
 
READ: JOHN 3:16-17; JOHN 20:30-31 
 
What are some things you have learned about Jesus over the last three weeks? 
 
Today is the final day of our “three weeks with Jesus” – can you believe it? It seems to have flown by! 
But did you know there is tons more about Jesus that the Bible tells us that we haven’t even mentioned 
yet? I encourage you to read the Bible to learn more about Jesus!  
 
Because that’s what the Bible is all about: The Bible is all about Jesus, the eternal Son of God, who 
together with God the Father and God the Spirit has chosen for himself a people to save and bless. And 
do you know why the Bible was written? So that you would believe in him!  
 
John tells us that this is the reason he wrote the gospel of John, and I think we can say that is also true of 
the whole Bible: The Bible “is written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.” In other words, it is written so that you would 
believe that Jesus, the man who we have looked at these last three weeks, is the Son of God and the 
Savior of his people.  
 
And when you believe in him, you have eternal life! The Bible tells us that God sent the Son because He 
loves us, and that the Son’s work was to save us. He obeyed perfectly and never sinned, and then he 
went to the cross, paying for every one of our sins. And then he rose from the dead! The Bible says that 
if you believe in him, you will have eternal life.  
 
So, as we come to the end of our devotional here, it does not need to be the end of the story for you. 
Let’s see if you remember: did Jesus stay dead? What happened to him? Yes, he was raised from the 
dead! He is alive! And because he is alive, we can live forever too.  
 
You cannot earn it. You cannot deserve it. Sometimes, your parents might say, “Clean your room, and if 
you do, then you can play video games!” Or your parents might say, “Do your chores, and then I will give 
you allowance!” Or maybe your parents say, “If you behave, we will get pizza tonight!” All of this is 
awesome, right?  
 
But that is not the way God treats us. You cannot be saved by what you do, because all of us sin. We 
need a Savior. We are only saved by what Jesus has done for us, in our place. We just come to Jesus and 
say, “I believe in you, I love you, and I want to follow you with my life! I want to turn away from my sin 
and turn toward you! You are the greatest joy of my heart, both now and forever!” 
 
Do you believe in Him? The invitation is open today: believe in Christ, and you will live! That is the 
very reason why He came. 
 
[PARENT’S NOTE: Use this as an opportunity to discuss with your child(ren) their relationship with Jesus. 
If they are believers in Jesus, use this as an opportunity to discuss what it looks like to walk with Him 
daily, and share examples from your life as well. If they are not believers in Jesus, use this as an 
opportunity to discuss why YOU believe in Jesus and for them to ask any questions.] 


