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ECHOES

“Woodland Christian Church is an open and affirming,
dynamic community of faith. We are inspired by Jesus
to practice radical hospitality and unconditional love.
As children of God, we strive to care for the earth as
we serve others.We respect each individual’s journey
as we grow together in faith.”

Woodland Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
530 East High Street
Lexington, KY 40502
Phone: 859-266-3416
office@woodlandchristianlex.org
www.woodlandchristianlex.org

A word from Christy Jo
I always look forward to the rhythm of Wednesdays on
my Bethany Fellow clergy retreats where we practice a
24-hour period of silence. This past week one of my
closest friends, Rev. Daniel Lyvers, led our time of
worship into silence by sharing the following from In the
Shelter by Padrig O’Tuama:
“There was no word for ‘hello’ in this local language in Papua New Guinea.
Instead, upon seeing someone, one simply said ‘You are here.’
The answer, as I recall it, was equally straightforward: ‘Yes I am."
Whether by fact or fiction, it remains that for decades I have thought the
words ‘You are here’ and ‘Yes I am’ as good places to begin something that
might be called prayer.
Where is it that we are when we pray? We are, obviously, in the place where
we are. However, we are often in many places. We are saying to ourselves ‘I
should be somewhere else’ or ‘I should be someone else’ or ‘I am not where I
say I am.' In prayer, to begin where you are not is a poor beginning. To begin
where you are may take courage, or compromise, or painful truth-telling.
Whatever it takes, it’s wise to begin there. The only place to begin is where I
am, and whether by desire or disaster, I am here. My being here is not
dependent on my recognition of the fact. I am here anyway. But it might help if
I could learn to look around.”
What does ‘here’ mean for you at this moment? After locating where ‘here’ is
for you, take a few centering breaths and repeat to yourself, ‘God is here, too.’
What does ‘here’ mean for Woodland Christian Church at this moment? On the
following pages you will get a sense of where we are, following our second
Discernment Circle. After reading I invite you to take a few centering breaths
and repeat to yourself, ‘God is here, too.’
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Letter from WCC Board
Dear Woodland,
As you know, this past spring the Board hired K Norman Berry
Associates Architects (KNBA) to do a comprehensive building
evaluation. This was done after several years, and numerous efforts,
to address some issues in the sanctuary. This, combined with the age
of the building, led the Board to the decision to hire KNBA to get a
comprehensive understanding of the current state of the building. Initially, we thought
doing so would help guide us in spending our limited funds for the building. However,
after receiving the report, we realized the issues might be more than we can handle.
After mulling over the report, we talked with a local real estate agent to get a sense of
what our options might be. Unfortunately, old churches don’t go up for sale often, so the
Board only got a vague sense of what our property might be worth (we have three
separate parcels: the large parking lot, the building, and the vacant lot). Theoretically, we
could sell any or all. The Board also reached out to the Disciples Church Extension Fund
who offers expertise in areas such as building planning and evaluation services and
relocation guidance. While we have not decided to engage them at this time, they did
give us a number of things to think about, including the size of the current building in
relation to the size of the congregation.
That brings us to the present. Following the discernment discussions, we have had over
the past month or so, the Board met last week to discuss our options and to develop a
preliminary plan for moving the conversation forward. Please know that the Board feels
that we heard the congregation. If you were not able to attend, please watch the
recording and submit your feedback by our next Board meeting, November 23.
(https://bit.ly/WCCSecondDiscernmentCircle)
Primarily, we understand you all want to know, to the best of our abilities, what all our
viable options are. With that in mind, we will have four teams looking to different options
along with their starting questions:
Team focusing on potential sale of property
(Steve Johnson and Janet Brumfield)
Sell parcels separately or as a whole?
Current value of property?
Is the building sellable as is?
Can the building be sold and rented back to WCC?
What types of concessions from a buyer could be negotiated?
Should we consider putting on the market to determine potential market and sales
price, in order to have a better feel of what resources may be available for other
options?
Team focusing on possibilities with current building
(Larry Metzger and Bruce Lawrence)
To what level will building improvements get us?
Does our building hold us back or enhance our ministries?
Better to gut our current building and renovate than build new?
What is possible with our current building through remodeling and repurposing?
Required funding?
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Team focusing on possible relocation of WCC
(Richard and Rita Day)
Where would WCC go?
What types of properties might be available?
What would be the cost of rent or lease?
What would be available for purchase?
Rent with option to buy?
Team focusing on construction of a new building either onsite or elsewhere
(Brian Perry and Gary Barksdale)
Raze and rebuild on site? Or find a new plot?
Type of Building:
Size?
Parking?
Building functionality?
Required funding?
Members are welcome and encouraged to join these teams. We will limit each group to a
reasonable size, so please let us know if you want to join one of them as soon as possible
by emailing Brian: brian_perry@fastmail.net
The goal here is to provide the Board with an in-depth review of each option including a
few examples of what those options are which will assist the Board in making a final
recommendation to the congregation as to the best path for our property.
However, this will not be a quick process. The Board has set a date of Ash Wednesday,
March 2, 2022, for the completion and submission of team reports. The season of Lent
will allow for prayerful consideration of the reports with recommendation to the
congregation to follow Easter. As the teams gather information and update the Board,
we will provide periodic updates between now and March through our monthly Echoes
newsletter, special emails as needed, and in worship.
At this time, the Board has decided to not move forward with temporary fixes to the
sanctuary. Instead, we are working to improve our worship experience in the Fellowship
Hall by moving the Grand Piano into the Fellowship Hall and by purchasing new chairs
set to arrive in Late November.
If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know.
Brian Perry, Board Moderator
Steve Johnson, Chair of Elders
Gary Barksdale, Property Chair
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Silent Auction
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Silent Auction, we had 11 desserts
and one wreath! We raised $443 for the CROP Walk!

Lunch, Laughter, and Love

Following worship we enjoyed having a picnic and fellowship time at
Woodland Park on September 19th.
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CROP Walk

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CROP HUNGER WALK!!

Thanks to ALL who supported Woodland’s team for this year’s CROP Hunger
Walk! Although the rainy weather kept some folks away, our small but mighty
team represented our church well. More importantly, Woodland once again
not only met our $2,000 donation goal, but we have substantially surpassed it
with a total of $2,665 collected to date, and we will continue to receive
donations through Sunday, October 17. Donations may be made online or by
check, payable to Woodland Christian Church (for CROP Walk). To donate
online, click this link: CROP Hunger Walk - Woodland Christian Church.
As a reminder, 75% of these life-saving funds collected will go to Church World
Service for global use, and 25% will go to God’s Pantry for use in our local
community. Woodland’s ongoing commitment to food justice and food
security continues thanks to YOUR generous donations. THANK YOU,
THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!
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MAR - APR 2019

JOY
JOY is taking a break from trips for a while until health-wise we feel more
secure. We will keep information posted so you will know when we resume
trips to some of our favorite places. We want to be safe for all. Thanks.

Circles, Woodland Disciple Women
Thanks to everyone who purchased a broom or dish cloth during our sale.
Profits will be used for our HOPE Center for Women gifts. There are still a
few brooms and a lot of dish clothes in a wide assortment of colors. If you
would like to purchase more please contact Jackie Diachun,
jackie@diachun.com, or Brandi, office@woodlandchristianlex.org

Youth
Hey Y'all! After a relaxing and fun summer, we will
start meeting after church services in the YG room.
This fall we will be discussing topics from the book
“What is the Bible?” by Rob Bell and incorporating
FUN into everything we do. As a fundraiser the
youth group are selling car window cling decals
with the NEW Woodland design! These decals are
$5! For more information please contact Alicia,
al323bloyd@hotmail.com
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Dear Woodland
Woodland Family and Friends,
I want to express my gratitude for the extra effort and support many of you
are making for us to have worship each Sunday. It is special and
welcoming. These are unusual times, different from which we are familiar.
Besides the issues with COVID we have had to deal with building problems.
In my own opinion and with a feeling of appreciation, I say “Thank You” to
those of you who have been making it the best it can be for all of us. You
know who you are: you are appreciated.
Grateful member, Jackie Diachun
______________________________________________________________________________
Dear Dan, Rita, Steve, and volunteers,
Thank you all for the hard work that goes into The
Kentucky Art Market. You do a fabulous job. It truly is
the best Art Show I have ever done. I felt welcomed
appreciated and well taken care of. This was the first
show I'd done in several years and was kind of burned
out really, but because of the Woodland Church
Family I'll be back. I met so many great people helping
with the event and shopping to support the church
missions. Please accept this token of appreciation for
my gratitude. I look forward to seeing you all next year!
Mitzi Lutes
(Fellow DOC @ Oxford Christian Church, Georgetown)
______________________________________________________________________________
KY Art Market Volunteers,
To say, "thank you" just doesn't seem like enough! As an artist, I appreciate
so much all the hard work and care you gave. It means a lot. I appreciate it
so very much.
Sending much love and hugs,
Kathy Conroy
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Sunday Mornings
Fellowship at 9:30am
Worship at 10:00am
Join us in-person or virtually for worship
on Sundays at 10AM.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799
Sunday School at 11:15am

Delphia Osborne Celebration of Life
A Celebration of Life Service for Delphia May Osborne, and Roy and
Marguerite Lambert (Del’s brother and sister-in-law) will be held on Sunday,
October 17, 2021, with a Gathering at 3 p.m., and a Service at 4 p.m. at
Woodland Christian Church, 530 E High St, Lexington, KY.
Delphia was the mother of Rev. Vicki Ray, Pastor of Antioch Christian
Church, and Patti Osborne Orr, Connersville, IN. Del was the long-time
bookkeeper for CCK and a beloved member and elder of Woodland
Christian Church. She passed away on December 8, 2020, from
complications of a fall. At the time, only a restricted graveside service was
possible. Del's brother passed on March 6 and her sister-in-law on
December 1, 2020 in Albuquerque, NM.
Delphia is survived by her daughters Rev. Vicki (Herb) Ray of Frankfort and
Patti (Jim) Orr of Connersville, IN; two granddaughters: Carrie (Matt) Zapfe
and Mandy (Dan) Ford; three grandsons: Scott (Laura) Ray of Park City, UT,
Jeremy Ray (Lauren) of Arlington, VA, and Brian (Kate) Ray of Kingfield, ME;
and four great-grandchildren.
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