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What an exciting and transformational season we are
entering into in the life of Woodland Christian Church! We
have been blessed by Brandon Stroup’s gifts of music as he
began serving as our Music Director on October 23. If you
have joined us for worship the past two Sundays I know
you have been blessed and inspired by Brandon.

A word from Christy Jo

ECHOES
“Woodland Christ ian Church is an open and aff irming,  
dynamic community of faith.  We are inspired by Jesus
to practice radical  hospital i ty and uncondit ional  love.
As chi ldren of God, we str ive to care for the earth as
we serve others.We respect each individual ’s  journey

as we grow together in faith.”
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We are looking forward to a beautiful Advent/Christmas season where we
will be guided by Marcia McFee’s worship series, Angels Among Us. Our first
Sunday of Advent, November 27, Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett, II, our Regional
Minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kentucky will be
preaching as we welcome and commission Chloe Specht as our part-time
Associate Pastor. I am looking forward with lots of hope as we continue to
expand our ministry and mission with Brandon and Chloe! 

In the midst of this season of change at Woodland and our changing
seasons I have enjoyed prayer walks down Catalpa Road that’s lined with
Ginkgo trees. Day by day I’ve watched the green leaves transition to the
most brilliant hue of yellow– creating a beautiful golden tunnel. And now I
patiently anticipate the day the leaves drop, turning Catalpa into a yellow
brick road. I love listening to the wisdom of the trees this time of year.
Lucille Clifton’s poem, the lesson of the falling leaves, guides my reflection
during this time of year:

          the leaves believe
          such letting go is love
          such love is faith
          such grace is God
          i agree with the leaves

http://www.woodlandchristianlex.org/
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I wonder what God is calling us to let go of and release with faith?

As we continue to learn and grow together with each changing season may
our faith, hope, and love increase day by day.

THANK YOU

Dear Woodland,
Thank you for the many ways you support, encourage, and pray for me as
your Pastor. Thank you for the beautiful expression of love you sent me as
I remember my grandmother and we celebrate Pastor appreciation month.
I give thanks for the ministry we have done, are doing, and will continue to
do together by the grace and help of God.

With gratitude and joy,
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Dear Woodland Family,

I am grateful that in my first two Sundays at Woodland, I am
already comfortable referring to you as "family!" Matt and I
are thrilled to have found such a loving, welcoming
congregation. It is apparent you are intentional in your
commitment to "living love and loving all," just as Christ has 
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Welcome Home Brandon!

taught. My faith journey has been complicated, to say the least, but I find such
comfort in communities of faith like Woodland, so thank you for being a beacon of
light!

Although talking about myself is not something I typically enjoy, I thought I would
use this opportunity to introduce myself to you! The youngest of five, I was born and
raised in Southern Ohio. As I mentioned, my faith journey has been complicated. I
grew up in a conservative evangelical church, and while I am appreciative of many of
the experiences I had in this church, I am also thankful to have grown in my
understanding of what it means to follow the example of Christ and thankful to now
involve myself in faith communities where I can be my authentic self.  

A first-generation college graduate, I have a Bachelor of Music in Music Education
from Capital University, a Master of Music in Choral Conducting from Messiah
University, and am currently finishing a Doctorate in Music Education. I have taught
choir and piano in the public school system in Ohio, Arizona, and Florida for the past
19 years. The majority of my teaching career was spent in Yuma, Arizona, where I
also founded and directed an ecumenical choir as well as an audition-based
community chamber choir. I have served in music ministry since I was 16 years old.
This has included playing the piano, pretending to play the organ, singing, leading
worship, and directing choirs. Prior to coming to Woodland, I was the Minister of
Music at Pilgrim United Church of Christ in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Between the two of us, Matt and I have three horses, a donkey, a barn cat, and 7
dogs! On Saturdays, you'll often find us at the farm riding our horses. We also enjoy
spending time with our families, playing cornhole and board games, sitting at the
piano singing through the old hymns, eating out, and just living our best life! I am a
huge fan of the Ohio State Buckeyes and the Cincinnati Bengals. And while Matt is
not a huge fan of football (except, being born and raised in east Tennessee, he does
follow the Vols), he watches with me anyway!

As we learn and grow together in faith, I look forward to sharing music with you.
Please know that as the Music Director at Woodland, it is never about me, as it is my
genuine prayer that the music I share will be a source of hope, peace, joy, and love.
Again, Matt and I are thrilled to be part of Woodland. Thank you for the warm
welcome we have received!

Love to you,
-Brandon 
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TOWN BRANCH COMMONS—Have You Been There?

Lexington’s Town Branch Commons is complete! This 2.5-mile trail is also a
park that serves as the hub of the city-wide trail system. It connects with a
portion of the Legacy Trail (which takes you all the way to the Kentucky
Horse Park) and a portion of the Town Branch Trail to create a 5.5-mile
loop around the north side of downtown.

Running along Vine Street (from Rupp Arena) and Midland Avenue, the
“Commons” is a strip of Bluegrass history. It protects bikers, joggers, and
walkers from traffic as it follows the historic path of Town Branch—
Lexington’s original water source. 

Along the 14 ft-wide trail, 300 trees expand the urban tree canopy with
native bluegrass and plants that help collect and filter stormwater.
Interpretive signs point out the social history and geology.

This beautiful downtown corridor is surely pleasing to our Creator since it
strives to improve the environment and our health. According to the
American Psychological Association, exposure to nature helps lower stress,
elevates mood, and increases empathy and cooperation, among other
benefits. 

More benefits will be realized when the 9-acre Town Branch Commons Park
is completed in 2025. It will link Lexington’s two major trails, giving us 22
miles of uninterrupted trail. This inclusive park will offer visitors of all ages:
art, music, science, and recreation (even a Reading ‘Room’ with books and
spaces for reading). 

For now, let’s enjoy this newest section of trail and celebrate God’s
goodness along the way. 
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Green Chalice
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Trackside at the Depot 

Poetry Night

Join us for a candlelit evening of sharing your favorite poetry from the
comfort of your home. We invite you for fellowship and to share an original
or a favorite poem or two. When you arrive (log into Zoom), private
message Alicia and she will add you to the performers list. 
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JOY
The JOY group will be traveling to Berea
on Wednesday, November 9 to visit the
Kentucky Artisan Center for browsing,
shopping, and possibly lunch at the
Center’s cafe. We may tour downtown
Berea, as well. Further information to
come. We hope you'll JOYn us! 

To learn more about the Kentucky Artisan
Center visit:
https://kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov/visit/
visitor-info

RSVP by November 7 to: Vicki,
vevaughn29@gmail.com

Poinsettias
Orders due Friday, November 18
To order: bit.ly/2022Poinsettias
Contact: Brandi, office@woodlandchristianlex.org
It's time to order poinsettias! Choose from red or
white for $8 each. The poinsettias will be
displayed in the Fellowship Hall during worship
from December 11-25.

http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
https://kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov/visit/visitor-info
mailto:vevaughn29@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/2022Poinsettias
mailto:office@woodlandchristianlex.org
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Join us in person or virtually for worship!

Fellowship at 9:30AM

Worship at 10:00AM
bit.ly/WoodlandZoomWorship
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799

Sunday Mornings

Dear Woodland
Dear Woodland, 
I just want to take this opportunity to say thank you to Woodland Christian
Church for your generous donation for Master-Pieced’s Immigrant
Integration Program. Your monetary support will go a long way in helping
us continue to work in this area to help more immigrants in the Lexington,
KY area get access to the needed resources and support they need as new
arrivals in the USA and we couldn't do it without you. We are so grateful for
all your help and support for Master-Pieced Inc. Thank you again. 
Sincerely, 
Tina Kufour
Executive Director
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Advent Devotionals

Advent Devotionals are here!
Pick up during office hours Monday-
Thursday 8:30-1:30pm or on Sunday
morning! If you would like a copy mailed to
you let Brandi know:
office@woodlandchristianlex.org or 
859-266-3416
 
Suggested Donation: $5 to cover cost
Memo: Advent Devotional

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
mailto:office@woodlandchristianlex.org
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