
Under the weight of our grief, our shame, our pain or that of the world, we can
convince ourselves that joy is the enemy. That to celebrate or feel happiness
somehow mocks pain. But it is sometimes the opposite. Joy is the oxygen for
doing hard things as Gary Haugen says… When you are feeling the weight of grief
or falling prey to the fears that stalk your mind, try joy on for a change. 

Our Christian calendar honors the cycles of life and death, despair and hope,
struggle and healing, growth and transformation. With the inspiration of Kate Bowler
and Jessica Richie and their devotional “Good Enough” we are invited to carve out
space between despair and hope. 

They encourage us, “to look out for beauty and meaning and truth in the midst of our
lives that didn’t turn out like we thought they should.” And reminds us: the truth is
this: perfection isn’t possible, but transformation is.

As we watch with horror the chaos and destruction unfolding in the Ukraine we are
simultaneously watching our story and future at Woodland Christian Church become
brighter through the unanimous vote this past Sunday to move forward in our
partnership with Winterwood, Incorporated.

This morning in my struggle to make room for the expansive feelings of despair and
hope these were the words I needed to hear from Kate and Jessica:

As we seek to be faithful disciples who courageously follow the path of the Holy
Spirit, may we try on joy even and especially in the wilderness. May our song be our
prayer: Transform us as you, transfigured, would not stay within a shrine. Keep us
from our great temptation– time and truth we quickly bind. Lead us down those daily
pathways where our love is not confined. (Transform Us, Chalice Hymnal, #182)

A word from Christy Jo
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ECHOES
“Woodland Christ ian Church is an open and aff irming,  
dynamic community of faith.  We are inspired by Jesus
to practice radical  hospital i ty and uncondit ional  love.
As chi ldren of God, we str ive to care for the earth as
we serve others.We respect each individual ’s  journey

as we grow together in faith.”
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This week we begin the season of Lent where we remember
Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness and journey to the cross. The
word “Lent” comes from an Old English word for “lengthen,” and
refers to the gradually lengthening days of late winter and early
spring. This holy season reminds us that we are dust– stardust
and to dust we shall return, yet out of death comes new life.
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Gary Barksdale, Property
Alicia Bloyd, Youth and Children
Richard Day, Board Member
Janice James, Community Outreach
Rev. Christy Jo, Pastor
Steve Johnson, Music and Chair of Elders
Bruce Lawrence, Board Member
Madeline Mele, Creative Arts
Rev. Larry Metzger, Technology

I am so excited to share where Woodland is now in relation to our building.

At this point both the board and congregation have voted to move forward with
our partnership with Winterwood, Inc.

The agreed upon terms have now been submitted to legal counsel, for both
parties, to draft the final “option to lease” documents.

Immediate next steps are for design teams from both Woodland and
Winterwood, Inc. to begin their work on space planning and design of the 7000 sq
feet dedicated to Woodland.

We have assembled a great design team to represent Woodland.

There will also be sub teams in the specialty areas noted above and opportunities
for others to have input into the design process. If you would like to be included
in one of the sub teams, let me know.

-Gary Barksdale
barksdaleg74@gmail.com

Property Update
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Lent Meditation by Chloe Specht
In 2021, the season of Lent turned into one of the darkest times of my life. The
congregation I had been a part of for the last three-and-a-half years cut ties with
me just as Lent was beginning. 

After opening up to my pastors about my religious trauma for the first time, they
came back to me a week later and asked me to resign from my internship at the
church and severed their friendships with me. 

I sunk deeply into a depressive episode. I felt lost, like part of me had died away.
My heart was shattered. 

In retrospect, it doesn’t seem like a coincidence that these things were happening
to me during Lent. After all, Lent is a liturgical season marked by grief, lament,
and longing. Lent is an invitation to witness the pain in the world and in our own
lives. 

Sadly, pain is a universal human experience. We all go through heartache and
struggle. But witnessing our pain is something we often try to avoid. By
minimizing our suffering in our words and thoughts, we can more easily pretend
that we’re okay. This distraction is always temporary though. 

There is hope, however, even in the middle of our pain. Lent reminds us that we
are free to name our pain and grief. We do not have to pretend that all is well. We
don’t have to maintain the illusion of a perfect life. There is room to say both “this
is my joy” and “this is my sorrow.” 

When we feel free to name our hurts, then we can openly acknowledge that pain
is part of a normal cycle of human experiences. Yes, we hurt and mourn. But that
is not the end of our stories. 

During Lent, we sit in our pain because it’s real and worth our collective pause.
But then what comes next? We celebrate resurrection. We relish in the cosmos-
shaking love and liberation of Jesus. Because his death was not the end of his
story. In fact, without his death, there could be no resurrection. 

As this year’s Lenten season begins, I am thinking of the boundless joy of
resurrection life. Though 2021’s Lent met me with so much grief, 2022’s Lent has
already borne so much delight and hope. 

In sharp contrast to the events of last year, now I am celebrating being approved
as a candidate for pastoral ordination in The Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). My heart is overwhelmed by the love and healing I have experienced at
Woodland, which has set my life on an exciting new course. 

As we embark on this season of Lent together, I pray each of us can draw
strength from our community as we witness death being transformed back into
life in each of our lives. May we take courage in the knowledge that we can meet
God both in the light and in the darkness. 
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Green Chalice
Congratulations to Rev. Carol Devine who has been called to be the 
new National Climate & Faith Director for ecoAmerica. Beginning in 
mid-March she will direct the Blessed Tomorrow program that Green 
Chalice has partnered with since 2015. Carol will continue to serve as 
Minister of Green Chalice with Rev. Scott Hardin-Nieri. 

More good news comes from Lexington Theological Seminary. It has
become the first CERTIFIED Green Chalice Seminary! Congratulations also
to the First Christian Church, Paducah, for becoming a CERTIFIED Green
Chalice Church. 

Recycling Update from Kroger
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Dear Woodland
Thank you so much for providing a wonderful space for our meetings!
-Chapter R   P.E.O
______________________________________________________________________________
Dear friends at Woodland Christian Church:
I want to thank you for your love and support in my time of grief upon the
death of my father William A. McKenney, Jr. (Aka “Bill”). The three white
roses sent by the church are beautiful. I also appreciate your many cards,
phone calls, and email messages, offering condolences and concern for my
well being. My heart was especially touched by those of you who drove to
Richmond to attend my father’s visitation–God bless each of you! A special
thank-you to Rev. Christy Jo for regularly and faithfully calling or emailing
me to make sure I am OK.
 
Thank-you all for so wonderfully demonstrating
 the love of Christ in your actions.
 
In Christian love,
Nancy McKenney
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A Wilderness Journey
Each week of this journey is intended to be
connected but is a complete offering by itself. It's
appropriate to come and go as you are able and
interested.

In week 1 of our Wilderness Journey we will explore 
gratitude. We will learn the benefits (both physical and emotional) of
gratitude and how to have or expand a gratitude practice. 

In week two we will explore a brief overview of different types of grief, what
to say and what not to say to someone who is grieving, how to support
someone as they grieve, and more. 

Each week I look forward to sharing an easy to learn self-care practice to
help you care well for yourself. At the end of our six week journey I will
provide a list of the resources I used each week and list some additional
resources that are local. 

I'm looking forward to being with you!
Peace,
Lee

Zoom: 
bit.ly/wildernessjourneywithleeball

Meeting ID: 860 7691 6382
Dial In: 312-626-6799

http://bit.ly/wildernessjourneywithleeball
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The Sound
by Rita Day

When two hearts can beat as one, the sound is crystal clear
Though it’s not heard by everyone, it’s there for the listening ear.

And when there’s stress and anger flares, the sound will guide you through
To love and peace and happiness experienced by few.

For many do not understand the completeness that is found
By letting go of all the noise and listening to the sound.

Fellowship at 9:30am

Worship at 10:00am
Join us in-person or virtually for worship 
on Sundays at 10AM.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799

Sunday Mornings
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Poetry Night
Last month we enjoyed an evening of fellowship and support as we
listened to original poetry as well as poems from our favorite authors. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
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