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ECHOES
“Woodland Christ ian Church is an open and af f i rming, 

dynamic community of  fa i th.  We are inspired by Jesus to
pract ice radical  hospi tal i ty and uncondit ional  love.

As chi ldren of  God, we str ive to care for the earth as we
serve others.We respect each indiv idual ’s journey as we

grow together in fa i th.”

A word from Christy Jo
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Last month June Salyer spent time with our
youth group talking about the possibilities of
each seed that we plant as a way to celebrate
and honor Earth Day and creation care. 

We spent time walking around the church to notice all of the blooms and
marvel at the idea that each brilliant bloom began as just a tiny seed that
was planted in the right location, given the proper nutrients, and with just
the right amount of sunlight, moonlight, and rain each seed is given the
opportunity to rise and shine.

The youth understand that the life cycles of creation also apply to us.
They were quick to share their thoughts about how each of us begin as
seeds and grow into seedlings and eventually full blooms with nurture,
time, and nutrients. They also taught us that each of us have seeds or
God-given gifts that we can plant at home, school, church, in the
community, and beyond as a way to shine the light and love of Jesus the
Christ.

This month we embark on our yearly stewardship campaign so we might
begin to dream about what is possible through the gifts of time, talent,
and treasure within Woodland Christian Church. Our inspiration for this
year’s campaign is Ecclesiastes 3:1, “For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under heaven.” 

http://www.woodlandchristianlex.org/


Woodland, we are in a season where it is time to plant, and a time to
dream dreams! As we enter into this stewardship season and dare to
dream about our possibilities together as Woodland Christian Church, let
us plant seeds of hope, and dream dreams of peace, hope, love, and joy
that will ripple far and wide-- that God’s kingdom and will be done at
Woodland and on Earth and it is in Heaven.
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For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…
“A time to plant and a time to dream”

Stewardship Call to Plant + Dream

It is my privilege to share in this year’s
stewardship campaign. It is also my
privilege, as we approach a new church
year, a new season of renewal and
hopes and dreams, to offer us all the
opportunity to continue giving, or in some
cases, begin giving of our resources…
our time, our talents, and our treasures,
to support the life and mission of this
wonderful church family. I was taught at
an early age the importance of
supporting what you believe in, both 

financially and through active participation. I believe in Woodland Christian
Church and the mission we seek to fulfill. As a life-long member of Woodland,
I’ve been a part of this church’s growth and progression through many
wonderfully positive changes, and I’ve been a part of Woodland’s struggles
through some challenging times. And through it all, this church family and I
have been blessed beyond measure. 



M A Y  2 0 2 1  I S S U E

As many of you read in the letter you received this past week, we are
seeking to increase our per-week giving for the coming fiscal year. These
additional funds will be essential in large part to cover the ongoing and
increasing maintenance and repairs that our aging building requires. In
addition to building maintenance… general and administrative expenses
also increase each year. And… just as important, if not more so, we really
hope to be able to expand our Outreach efforts in the coming months. And
so, hopefully we can all agree that we need to do all we can to make these
adjustments… to be the financially responsible church that we want to be
and need to be… not just to pay the bills but to support all the ministries of
this church… the vital, valuable ministries of education, outreach, worship,
fellowship, and community involvement.

So today I invite us all to prayerfully consider what we can do to meet this
moment as we look toward another exciting year together. Let’s plant the
seeds and dream together of what lies waiting ahead for us! Whatever we
can give, no matter the amount, we can be assured that by giving back to
that which we believe in… we, as well as all those whose lives we may
touch, will be blessed beyond measure. 

Let us pray….

On my own, what I have to give doesn't amount to much, in light of all you
have given to me, and in the face of so much need.

But together as a church family, what we offer to you in love becomes
more, not simply added together, but somehow multiplied in its usefulness.

We ask you to bless our gifts, and with the addition of your blessing, just as
it was with the loaves and fishes, there will be enough for all. Amen.

~Janet Brumfield 
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April Showers Bring May Flowers and More!
With this year’s Earth Day theme, Restore Our Earth in full swing our
thoughts turn to the beauty of God’s flowers that will grace our 
neighborhood gardens and parks. Other unwanted plants with flowers
some call “weeds” also appear. All flowering plants attract insects. 
When we want the perfect lawn or garden, we may tend to spray the
weeds with pesticides or insecticides to kill the bad stuff. However, 
when we use these chemical or synthetic sprays, we also kill the 
good stuff (above and below the ground) including the beneficial insects called
‘pollinators’.

Pollinators may be exposed to pesticides and insecticides in numerous ways,
including direct contact with spray residue on plants, through ingesting
contaminated pollen and nectar, or through exposure to contaminated nesting
sites or materials. According to the United States Department of Agriculture,
pollinators, including birds, bats, butterflies, moths, flies, wasps, beetles, and
small mammals, play a critical role in our food production system. Pollinators
also support healthy ecosystems needed for clean air, stable soils, and a
diverse wildlife.

One of those pollinators, the Honey bee, is of particular concern to people
since it is responsible for the pollination which increases crop production and
quality for a wide variety of foods, including fruits, nuts, vegetables, legumes,
and oilseeds. Beginning in 2006, experts noted significant yearly declines in
honey bee colonies. These declines were attributed in part to a phenomena
referred to as Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), an abnormal condition that
occurs when the majority of worker bees in a honey bee colony disappears,
leaving behind a queen, an abundant supply of food, and a few nurse bees to
care for remaining immature bees. Years of research determined the decline
was likely attributable to a wide range of stressors such as pests, diseases,
pesticides, pollutants/toxins, nutritional deficits, habitat loss, effects of climate
variability, agricultural production intensification, among others.

One of many bee coloney & bee keeper survey-results revealed that from April
1st, 2019 to April 1st, 2020, nearly 44% of Honey bee colonies were lost.
Neonicotinoid insecticides are now the most widely used class of insecticides
in the world. While they were initially introduced as less harmful than older
insecticides, research has now shown their devastating ecological impacts. 

Neonicotinoids are very toxic to pollinators, beneficial insects, and aquatic
invertebrates. Their widespread use means that they are now often found in
water and soil samples throughout the country.
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Green Chalice

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worker_bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honey_bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bee_colony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_bee
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Many people bring us JOY. Let's talk about some of them. Please
think about a good friend, spouse or partner or sibling who has
brought you JOY and tell us how you met. This next JOY meeting
tell us about them. At the same time we will learn a little bit more
about you. Hope it is a lot of fun. JOYn us. See you then. 

May 12, 2:00 PM. On Zoom. 

The Zoom link for JOY is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87180710751

Or call and join on your phone
Meeting ID: 871 8071 0751
1-312-626-6799
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JOY

Avoid use of all pesticides around your home. Instead, seek out alternative
solutions. Non-chemical options will often help you address the problem at
its root providing long-term relief, whereas pesticides are a short-term fix.
Ask your nursery if potted plants—especially species that support
pollinators—have been treated with neonicotinoids. When possible,
purchase organic plants. Check labels on plants.
Ask your local nursery /grocery store/big box garden center to stop selling
neonicotinoid products. Shelf space can instead be filled with ecologically
sound options.
Request that landscape and gardening companies not use pesticides on
your property, and ask them to plant organic plants.
Increase the amount of pollinator habitat in your home and garden. For
plant selection ideas go to http://www.xerces.org/bringbackthepollinators/

Pest Management Practices to Protect Pollinators from Neonicotinoids

Recommendations from The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation for
Backyard gardeners

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87180710751
http://www.xerces.org/bringbackthepollinators/
http://www.xerces.org/bringbackthepollinators/
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April is the month that Earth Day is celebrated around the world. The
Youth participated in a Creation Care project with June. Our theme is
“Seeds of Hope.” After discussion with the youth, it was discovered
that we are all God’s seeds of Hope! And we can be the catalyst for
the change that we seek! June took the group on a tour of the flower
beds and discussed the different plants at Woodland and gave us
some history on the growth of the flower beds. Thank you June for
sharing your passion with us and we look forward to planting our
seeds of hope and watching them grow!

 M A Y  2 0 2 1  I S S U E

Youth
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What Does Our Outreach Money Do?
    Last month, the focus of this outreach column was on our regional
ministries. Just to recap: 7% of Woodland’s annual budget is devoted to
“outreach”—which means everything we do beyond our own walls to support
the wider church and our mission together in the world to be a movement for
wholeness in a fragmented and broken world. That 7% equals $11,850.  Of
that $11,850, 67% (or $7939.50) goes to the Disciples Mission Fund where
49% of that (or $3890.35) stays in Kentucky for our work together with other
Disciples. Regional ministries includes: connecting congregations with each
other; fostering faith development; gathering Disciples in camps, conferences
and assemblies; nurturing the development of a new generation of pastors;
assisting churches in calling new ministers; interpreting the global mission of
the Church; representing the Christian Churches in KY in ecumenical
gatherings; leading the church to address racism; inspiring leaders to
experiment and create…and much more.  
    Another big chunk of our outreach work supports the General Ministries of
the Church. These ministries have been established by us, by our delegates at
the General Assemblies of the church, and address broad areas of work,
central administration (remember—the word “ministry” is hidden in the word ad-
ministration—which means to “minister to”) and services to meet
responsibilities of the Church in its mission and service to the world.
Constituting 29% of our $7939.50 (or only $2302.45), our financial gifts support
the following: the Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries; The Christian
Board of Publication and Chalice Press; the Council on Christian Unity and
Interfaith Ministry; Disciples Home Missions; Disciples Women; Disciples of
Christ Historical Society; the Division of Overseas Ministries and Global
Ministries (which we carry out in conjunction with the United Church of Christ);
Higher Education and Leadership Ministries; the National Benevolent
Association; the North American Pacific/Asian Disciples; and the Pension
Fund.
    What a lot our gifts accomplish in conjunction with the gifts of other
congregations across the US and Canada! It makes me want to give more!
Let’s work toward at least a COLA (Cost of Living Adjustment)—which is only
1.3%-- to our Outreach giving as we begin to work on our budget for the
coming year. We can do so much better, Woodland, and the world and our
movement need our support to carry out the work we want it to be doing. We
have not increased in some time. The sign of a healthy vibrant church is the
size of its outreach budget and whether we are all working to make that portion
increase every year. Let’s make it happen, Woodland! 

Local Outreach
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Larry and Kathy Metzger
Larry and Kathy Metzger joined Woodland during the Easter Zoom service and we say
“Welcome” again. Many of us are familiar with their names and several of us remember
when Larry was our pastor at Woodland from October 1985 – September 1996.  
First, a bit about Larry. He grew up in Louisville. Before his clergy career he spent over 5
years in the USAF working in Vietnam, Thailand, South Korea, Okinawa, Hawaii and in
Mississippi at Biloxi (during hurricane Camille). Before coming to Woodland he served his
home church in Louisville as Associate Pastor and then Pastor at Florrisant Valley, MO.
After leaving Woodland they have lived and served churches in Meridian and Jackson
Mississippi. Then it was on west to Ponca City, OK plus more recently some interim
positions. Larry’s whole ministry career has been first as a Pastor with DOC
congregations. We are glad he and Kathy are back in Kentucky and have joined
Woodland as members. 

Kathy grew up in Oklahoma living in Stroud, Tulsa, Stillwater, and Enid. Next, she was in
Bloomington, IN and then Lexington. She and Larry were married at Woodland in
November, 1994. Since then they have served churches in Mississippi and Oklahoma.
Kathy is a Marriage and Family Therapist, and worked as an elementary school counselor
and a Ponca City Public School therapist. Kathy’s church background is also DOC.  

They have interests in a variety of pastimes and hobbies. Kathy likes crafting and hearing
people’s stories. Larry likes “Music, wood working, playing keyboard, composing... oh, and
music”. He has kept his sense of humor. Larry has also directed choirs and sang in the
Louisville Motet for several years and is on the Board of the Association of Disciples
Musicians. 

They are a blended family. All their children are close by or within a short drive. Kathy’s
daughter is Randi and her partner, Greg, who live in Lexington as does Larry’s daughter
Aleah with son-in-law, Mark. Larry’s son, Eric, lives in 
the Cincinnati area. They have four grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. They also have a Yorkie 
(Fancy Dancer) and two kittens (Polly and Emmett.)

When asked why they have chosen Woodland to attend
on their return to the Lexington area they expressed they
like the congregation and the direction it is going. They 
were married at Woodland, it is familiar and they have 
friends here. Welcome back or more happily,  
“Welcome Home.” 
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New Member Welcome
Who's on Zoom
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Dear Woodland
Yum-m and Thank You

Friends and Woodland family, Tim and I are grateful to
have you as friends. Your care, prayers, "checking in",
and food have been wonderful and good for a time of
recovery and less activity and contact. Looking
forward to the time when more things are a bit like
they used to be or at least we can enjoy each other in
person. Thank
you very much for being there. 

With gratitude, appreciation, and love. 
Tim and Jackie Diachun

Anne Goodrum

Anne Goodrum made a very special Easter Sunrise service even more
special by placing her membership in Woodland. Hold on to your seats, she
is fascinating and has done much in her life so far. Her partner who was wise
to bring her here is Alicia Bloyd, our Youth Director. Ann is originally from
Liberia but moved to Limington England as a child to attend boarding school.
She has also lived in New York City, Washington D. C. and now in Lexington
with Alicia. She has worked in the medical field and retail. Is currently
unemployed but “isn’t done yet.” She is seeking employment. She speaks
French, Spanish, Portugese and of course, English. 

Knitting, crocheting and needlepoint are her
hobbies. She has a passion for cooking with a
cultural interest in food and recipes. Tim and I
experienced a wonderful Puerto Rican Chicken
Stew she made for us. Delicious!

Anne, as a child, was raised in the Church of
England and in 2011, as an adult, was baptized in
the Apostolic Church in Indianapolis. Since coming
to Woodland she has appreciated the acceptance
and loving environment.
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Larry Metzger 4th
Nancy Jo Kemper 6th
Pamela Trautner 11th
Cookie Adams 14th
Don Lowe 15th
Richard Day 16th
Steve Johnson 23rd
Mark Barker 25th

May Birthdays

Thoughts and Prayers
We extend our sympathy to the Biggs family at the death of Everett
Bennett Cleary, Angela's father, Melanie's grandfather, and Issac, Eric,
and Lauren’s great-grandfather on April 22.

Angela Biggs, has started chemo for lymphoma
Bill McKenney, Nancy McKenney’s father, recovering from a fall
Tim Owens, friend of Nancy McKenney, undergoing treatment for cancer
Bernice Coleman, recovering at home from a stroke

For our world and the impacts of COVID-19 

Remember Our Homebound
Libby Rountree, Anna Lee Hopkins, Stacey Kaufmann, 
Evelyn Ladd, Hattie Reeves

Prayer Concerns?
Contact Pastor Christy Jo
pastor@woodlandchristianlex.org
731.695.5489

Sunday at 10AM, Worship & Fellowship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920 
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-679

 

Sunday Worship and Fellowship

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920

