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Happy New Year, Church!

We are now in the Christian season of Epiphany where we
are invited to focus on the revelation of God. 

Inspired by the story of the magi who followed the star to 

A word from Christy Jo

ECHOES
“Woodland Christian Church is an open and affirming, 

dynamic community of faith. We are inspired by Jesus to practice
radical hospitality and unconditional love.

As children of God, we strive to care for the earth as we serve
others.We respect each individual’s journey as we grow together

in faith.”
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visit Jesus and bring their gifts, we are participating in the spiritual practice
of each receiving a star word to help light our path for this coming year. A
star word is simply a star-shaped piece of paper with a word printed on it. 

Star words are one way God might provide us a way to look for God in our
midst. In our fast-paced lives filled with many demands for our attention,
having an intention word to consider throughout the year and reflect on
might allow us to see God in ways we may not have seen God otherwise. 

Star words received in our faith community include: seek, build, inspire,
power, weave, rise, enjoy, home, wonder, speak, and wisdom. I am looking
forward to all the ways our words will invite us into deeper faith, trust, and
courage as we remain faithful to God’s call for us as individuals and as a
faith community. 

As we begin a fresh new chapter in our Book of Life in 2023 each of us have
blank pages awaiting our most brave and beautiful stories for our lives and
our church that we can dare to imagine and co-create together. 

May each page of our lives be filled with God’s light of hope, peace, joy, and
love as we work to bring about the Kindom of God here on Earth so that all
might know the liberating and transforming love of Emmanuel, God with
us.

http://www.woodlandchristianlex.org/
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Happy New Year, Woodland! 

A new year brings an exciting time of new beginnings. For
me, January has become a time to bring my ideas to the
surface and explore what may be possible in the coming
months. 
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A word from Chloe

There’s so much excitement in new beginnings! And at the same time,
when we welcome something new, we often let go of something old too. It
can feel confusing and conflicting to hold the “both/and” of excitement for
the new and grief for the old. I imagine we’ll all wrestle with those feelings
during the big changes of 2023, and I’m so grateful that we have one
another to walk with on this journey. 

My star words are reminding me to make space for the ebbs and flows of
grief and excitement. I have two star words — one that I drew with the rest
of you during Epiphany and another that I’ve chosen for myself. My star
words are time and tenderness. 

For my whole life, I have dealt with scarcity around time. I have
experienced perpetual fear that I am running out of time, and so I’ve lived
my life at too fast a pace and have rarely slowed down to enjoy each tender
moment that comes my way. 

I know that this isn’t the way I want to live in 2023. I’m striving to remind
myself that I am not running out of time. There is no need to rush through
grief to get to the other side; I have space for both joy and sadness. I can
take my time and embrace everything that comes my way piece by piece.
As I work to heal myself from a mindset of scarcity, I tell myself over and
over again that I will not miss out by moving more calmly and intentionally. 

2023 need not be a hurried year. As we welcome a new beginning, we have
time to say goodbye too. In this life, few things will stay the same, but our
love for one another and God’s love for us will last forever. May we take the
time to hold ourselves and each other with tenderness this year and
always. 

With Love and Tenderness, 
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Dear Woodland Family and Friends,

First, Happy New Year! I hope you each had a wonderful
Advent and Christmas season, and that 2023 is off to a
great start! As I mentioned last month, Advent is one of
my favorite times of year. The call to intentional
anticipation, reflection, and action energizes my soul. It is 
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A word from Brandon

my prayer that our worship together throughout Advent and Christmas
brought you the hope, peace, joy, and love you needed, and even gave you
the strength to carry these attributes to others as we embark on another
year together. While I am generally not one to make resolutions at the start
of the year, for some reason, as of late, I have found myself thinking about
healthier ways to approach 2023, and feel my focus needs to be on
gratitude. With that in mind, I’d love to share a couple of thoughts with you!

Matt and I spent much of our younger years in evangelical, charismatic
churches. While we have certainly moved away from the theology taught at
these churches, we have not moved away from our love for the southern
gospel music we would get to hear and sing on Sunday mornings! We even
have a “Southern Gospel Music” playlist on our phones, and last week a
song called, “Count Your Blessings,” began playing. While I have heard this
song many times (as it was often sung in my childhood church), to be
honest, I had mostly grown numb to it and typically would mindlessly sing
along. However this time, for some reason, I listened carefully and indeed
found myself counting the blessings I experienced in 2022. I just sat in awe
of God’s goodness, and was reminded that, despite part of 2022 being one
of the most difficult times of my life, there are always blessings to be found
(and that is not meant to negate that sometimes life is just hard, as I am a
firm believer that it is important to feel what we need to feel!). Simply put,
God is good, and I am grateful for the blessings in my life as well as the
trials from which I can learn and grow! 

Church, at the top of my list of blessings is YOU. I can’t even express how
grateful I am to have found a home in Woodland. I feel like I say it all the
time, but Matt and I love being part of this church and are so happy to be
around people of faith who lean into God’s call to love others. One of my
favorite passages in the Bible is Romans 8:38-39. It reads, “And I am
convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our
worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us
from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed,
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nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God
that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” I used to wonder how God could
love me, as well as with this idea of having faith in a God I couldn’t see. As
I’ve grown older, I’ve come to realize that I do see God - I see God in people
like you. And it is because of people like you that I also feel God’s
unconditional, uninhibited, expansive love that knows no boundaries. It is
because of people like you I actually believe that nothing can separate us
from God’s love, and I am certain that Woodland is the light this world
needs.

So, as we head into 2023 together, I want to encourage you to count your
blessings, nudge you to join the choir (rehearsals are on Sunday mornings
at 9:10 in the choir room!), testify that God is good, and remind you that
God’s love is ever-present. My dear friends and family, you are loved, you
are appreciated, and you are an important piece of this beautiful (and
sometimes crazy!) puzzle we call life. As I close, my mind continues
replaying the lyrics of one of the songs I sang at Christmas - “Is there room
in your heart for God to write love’s story?”  In 2023, let’s continue making
room for all and living God’s love. Together, we can look forward to seeing
Woodland’s story continue to unfold! Oh, and did I mention that I’d love it if
you decided to join the Woodland Choir that meets on Sunday mornings at
9:10 in the choir room (haha!)? Again, Happy New Year!

Peace and Blessings,
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As we open the calendar to days, months, and a year of new possibilities, I
look forward to more conversations with you about the beauty and
challenges of being our own unique person on planet earth.

The definition of quest is to search for something, and I believe each of us
has a quest or two in our heart and mind at any given time. I also believe
when we gather together for conversation, deep listening, and reflection
we create a sacred space with unlimited possibilities for growth and
understanding.

The last Sunday of each month (except May) Quest will meet after worship
in the committee room (please bring yourself a bite to eat and drink).

The first Sunday, January 29, the conversation will revolve around
“Happiness, Joy and Contentment”. Future possibilities include
conversations around aging (fears, the concept of aging well, making
plans), grief (how it sometimes shows up even when nobody died), learning
new thoughts from research around the world on Alzheimer’s and other
dementia diseases, embracing our mortality (I DO like to talk about death
and dying). 

After we meet, I will submit a summary of our discoveries to be shared so
that others can come if there is a second conversation and not feel behind.
I also welcome other quests you may want to propose. I will continue to
offer the opportunity to learn Comfort Touch for Hands, on request.
Contact me at the number or email below.

Peace,
Lee Ball

handsofpeacemassage@gmail.com or 859-619-2255

Quest
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mailto:handsofpeacemassage@gmail.com


M A R  -  A P R  2 0 1 9

We are excited to try something new this year! Theology on Tap &
Uncorked is a fun and engaging way to build community and explore
theology. 

Gary and Bruce will be hosting us in their home for our first gathering. We’ll
spend time mixing and mingling over refreshments and drinks (alcoholic
and non) and then enjoy an hour of theological conversation that touches
on current, challenging, relevant, and thought-provoking topics. 

All you need to do is show up and be ready for fun and engaging
conversation as we weave together our theology and beliefs! Through good
fellowship and engaging conversation we will build community, grow,
listen, and expand our collective thinking as we are mindful and respectful
in a Christ-like manner throughout. 

RSVP by clicking on the picture below to let us know if you can join us for
our first Theology on Tap & Uncorked on Friday, January 27 from 6:30-
8:30PM at 4131 Tradition Way. 

You’re invited to bring a side or dessert that will go along with soup and
cornbread. All drinks will be provided!

Theology on Tap & Uncorked
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https://bit.ly/WCCTheologyonTap
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Come Again to the Circle: 40 Leaders Imagine the
Church beyond COVID 
by Rev. William B. Kincaid

Rev. Bill Kincaid has released his new book, “Come
Again to the Circle: 40 Leaders Imagine the Church
beyond COVID.” Rev. Christy Jo Harber is one of the 40
faith leaders he interviewed for his book. Be sure to
purchase a copy to be inspired for the year ahead! 

Kincaid’s book description explains that: Come Again to
the Circle features the wisdom and reflections of forty
diverse Christian leaders from around the US. These leaders are working to
faithfully facilitate the conversations that broke open during the pandemic
and to leverage the learnings from the era of COVID for what lies ahead.
Their stories, perspectives, and actions will provide reference points and
first steps for congregations discerning the commitments and contours of
their own futures.

COVID-19 pulled the curtain back on the realities in the church and the
broader society. Grief and massive uncertainty of recent years especially
have created a pervasive, albeit misguided, nostalgia that has sent many
congregations scurrying to return to the congregational life of pre-March
2020. At the same time, many people are evaluating the value added by
their church participation and whether and how they will resume their
religious activities.

Come Again to the Circle focuses on the church transcending COVID, on
being the church beyond COVID rather than a church defined by it. These
leaders name themes, opportunities, and strategies to show us the way.

Come Again to the Circle
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Woodland in the news!
Did you see our article by Linda Blackford in the Herald Leader?

Herald Leader Article

https://www.amazon.com/Come-Again-Circle-Leaders-Imagine/dp/1666749567/ref=sr_1_1?crid=4RHTPZ0ZPIW2&keywords=kincaid%2C+come+again&qid=1672166524&sprefix=%2Caps%2C253&sr=8-1
https://www.kentucky.com/opinion/linda-blackford/article269960552.html?utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR0kwnHg4aNC7hEwovqaVzapL-CDjwCwgS-MS0sOf2CyZ0BF0HfEn7HVfRo
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Crank & Boom: Manchester Street , Clays Mill
Good Foods Co-op: Southland Drive
John’s Run/Walk Shop: S. Ashland Ave. and Palomar Center
Wild Birds Unlimited: N. Locust Hill Dr.

Christmas Tree Disposal

Fayette County residents may place their natural tree (free of 
lights & decorations) curbside on their regular collection day until 
January 27. Trees will be composted at their compost facility. 
Artificial trees may also be set out in the same manner or placed 
in a plastic trash bag and put in the green bin. 

Residents without curbside service may take natural trees to the Haley Pike
Waste Management Facility.

Until January 15, the Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources has
a drop off location at Jacobson Park paddle boat parking lot for natural
trees. The department uses them to construct game fish habitats in lakes
all over the state.

Holiday string lights and electric candles may be dropped off at a
number of sites in Lexington. Here are a few that collect Sunday-Thursday,
noon-10PM.

Electronics Recycling (Fayette Co. residents)
1306 Versailles Rd. 
Mon, Tues, Thur, & Fri: 8-4PM, Wed: 12-4PM, Sat: 8-12PM.
LexingtonKY.gov/EWaste for items that are acceptable

For the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. 
1 Corinthians 10:26

Green Chalice
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https://www.lexingtonky.gov/electronics-recycling
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JOY
There will be no JOY group outing in January. We will celebrate the holidays
with lots of JOYful spirits! We will begin considering our next JOY group
outings in February. Call Vicki, 859-420-8684, or Jacqueline, 859-321-1535,
with ideas.

Children's Ministry
Save the Date!
It’s a new year and we are excited to
start planning for the next steps of our
children’s faith journey. To that end,
Pastor Chloe, Leigh Carr, and I will meet
with parents on January 15 following
worship. We hope to dream together
how we can best meet the needs of
each child during Children’s Church.

Many thanks to our “story-tellers” who gather the children for A Story for
All Ages during worship. It’s a wonderful way for the children to meet new
people and for the story-tellers to get to know the children.
Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me…”
--Matthew 19:14

Faithfully,
Miss June Salyer

Online Portal Reminder
View our church directory, board
minutes, and more through our online
portal at https://bit.ly/WCCPortal or by
clicking the button at the bottom of
our weekly emails! 

If you would like a printed copy of our
directory email Brandi:
office@woodlandchristianlex.org 

https://bit.ly/WCCPortal
mailto:office@woodlandchristianlex.org
mailto:office@woodlandchristianlex.org
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Yoga Class with Connie Payne
Monday nights 6-7PM in the Fellowship Hall; Cost: $5
RSVP via email or text: cmpayneky@gmail.com or 859-333-9473
Our class incorporates centering and moving with the breath, as well as
focusing on strength, stretch, and stability. If you're looking for a hot-yoga
type class, this is not it. The class is designed (like Woodland) to welcome
all - all body types, all levels of fitness, all (or no) yoga experience. Poses
vary from class to class - sometimes we do several standing poses,
sometimes we use chairs, and sometimes we do not rise from a seated or
prone position. The goal is to make yoga gentle and safe for all. Yoga props
(mats, blocks, etc.) are available. 
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Yoga

Connie Payne began practicing yoga to relieve back
pain and has been practicing for over 3 decades. She
completed her 200 hour yoga teacher training in
2013 and has been teaching at Woodland ever since
and in 2014 she started teaching at Lexington
Healing Arts. In 2017, she completed her 300 hour
certification and since 2018 she has been a co-
instructor with the yoga teacher training program. 

Poetry Night

Join us for a candlelit evening of sharing your favorite poetry from the
comfort of your home. We invite you for fellowship and to share an original
or a favorite poem or two. When you arrive (log into Zoom), private
message Alicia and she will add you to the performers list. 

mailto:cmpayneky@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
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Promises To Keep
 by Hermant Bohra

 
We resolve to turn a new leaf in our lives

Yet go back to whining old ways in no time
 

Why do we break promises ever so often
When we want a better future than our past or present?

 
Why do we not care for ourselves

Yet want a story that the world will tell?
 

But if you want to change your story forever
Inspiration and motivation will have to go together

 
An inspired heart can move mountains and cut the seas

Don't the stories of these people inspire thee?
 

Then comes the role of a motivated mind
If left idle it can behave weird many a times

 
Convince the mind before getting down to work

Else you will have to fight yourself first
 

But the protagonist of your story has the biggest role to play
If you don't care, then nobody will anyway

 
So be the change, and script your story your way

Start with fulfilling the promises you made
 

It is said a journey of thousand miles begins with one step
Likewise, success in future depends on the promises you kept

 
We have a long way to go and many promises to keep

So treasure every moment and every New Year equally
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Join us in person or virtually for worship!

Fellowship at 9:30AM

Worship at 10:00AM
bit.ly/WoodlandZoomWorship
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799

Sunday Mornings
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Wishing you a joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year. We wanted to thank
the sandwich committee for all the wonderful sandwiches throughout the
year. 
Best Wishes, Charles and Mary (HOPE Mobile) 
_________________________________________________________________________________                  
Humbly, with Gratitude and JOY to our Woodland family,

You have been great! We appreciate all the wonderful gifts you have brought to
us - the meals, the cards, the errands, the rides, the calls, and mostly the LOVE.
Thank you, thank you!

With the health conditions of my body and sometimes my spirit you have been
there. I feel your prayers and appreciate your acts of care and kindness. Even
though the conditions will not go away they are becoming manageable. Prayers
are still welcome, but I will not be on the printed, active Prayer List. We look
forward to continuing to do what we can as members of Woodland.

Prayers and blessings for each of you, 
Jacqueline and Tim Diachun

Dear Woodland

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
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