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us in our discernment with our building. I shared in our July 2021
newsletter:

I am filled with excitement and wonder about what God will reveal to us
through our discernment, dreaming, sharing, and listening. Woodland, we are
the people, at this time and place, who have been invited to co-write with God
the most beautiful and brave story we can imagine! As we dare to dream, may
we trust God’s power through the process, the Holy Spirit’s leading, and the
unconditional love and peace of Jesus the Christ that goes behind us, with us,
and before us.

The following pages of this newsletter are beautiful expressions of the
ways God’s power and the Holy Spirit’s leading of Woodland Christian
Church is alive and well. I pray that as you read the following pages you are
filled with inspiration and hope. 

“...and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”
Romans 5:5

Thank you God and thank you Woodland for the hope and love you pour
into our church and community as we continue to live into our identity
statement as Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a
fragmented world by living love and loving all.

The times that we are living through globally and locally are
not for the faint of heart, yet somehow in the midst of it all
we continue to find room and reasons to celebrate and
cultivate the power of community, compassion, and care
with each other. A year ago we were preparing to begin our
first discernment circles with no idea where God would lead 

A word from Christy Jo

ECHOES
“Woodland Christ ian Church is an open and aff irming,  
dynamic community of faith.  We are inspired by Jesus
to practice radical  hospital i ty and uncondit ional  love.
As chi ldren of God, we str ive to care for the earth as
we serve others.We respect each individual ’s  journey

as we grow together in faith.”
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Maintain existing Sanctuary functionality.
36-38 new one-bedroom residential units. The target is to build 8-10
residences in our existing building. There will be apartments on all three
floors.
25% of the total space (new and existing) will be shared spaces. This will
include hallways, new ADA restrooms on the first floor, and a plan for a
community room with a kitchenette. The kitchenette will serve the residents
but may also be available for the church’s use. The new elevator, serving all
floors of both the new and existing building will reside in the new building.
The parking lot behind our building will be reworked to meet the city’s
requirements and will be dedicated to resident parking.

The sanctuary will be restored in a way to encompass its historical beauty. It is
not known at this time what modifications, if any, will be considered based on
historical restoration requirements.
Our wish list includes the use of our sanctuary as a space for both performing
and visual arts. If allowed by historic standards, there will be consideration of
revising the layout of seating pews and the organ to provide an adequate
space for small performances and display of visual art.
Updates to HVAC, sound, lighting, and technology. Hidden drop down screens
will be installed on both sides of pulpit.

A new efficient kitchen and storage pantry will be located within its current
space.

In our last update we spoke about our first design team meeting between us and
architects from Necto Architecture. The purpose of that meeting was to review
Woodland’s “wish list” of what we would like to have in our newly renovated
space.

On June 15, our design team met for the second time with Michael Shaffor and
Jay Copley, Necto Architecture, to see two options for a space plan for our
existing building and the new building that will be built in our vacant lot. It was so
exciting for our team to have a visual presentation showing our “wish list” of
spaces within both our existing space and the new building. 

You can view the space plans here, bit.ly/WCC-SpacePlans

General Space Requirements

Sanctuary

Kitchen
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Woodland Update
by Gary Barksdale, Property Chair

https://bit.ly/WCC-SpacePlans


Our existing fellowship hall will be refurbished in a way to provide flexible
room layouts with some type of acoustic separation.
Both meeting groups from the community and our church are expected to
utilize these spaces in many ways.
The ceiling of the fellowship hall will also be raised to its original height which
adds the feel of more space.

Meeting rooms on all three floors.
In this space plan the nursery will be adjacent to the sanctuary in what is now
the parlor. 
The youth room will be located on the 3rd floor just off the sanctuary.
Across from the youth room on 3rd floor will be a space for church meetings
and Sunday school.

Offices for the Pastor and general office will be just inside the Kentucky
Avenue entrance. The Pastor’s office will be located approximately where the
current committee room is today. The general office will remain in the same
location. 
A third office will be created for a future Associate Pastor. In this space plan it
is located just inside what is now the library. Consideration is being given to
locating the third office on ground floor closer to other offices. If that is
possible this small office (currently library space) could be utilized for
counseling and to meet with an on-site social worker (part of our wish list).

Multiuse space 1st floor

Meeting rooms 

 
Offices:

Comments:
You will not find the location for needed storage for table and chairs, holiday
materials, music, archive files, and IT in these space plans. The architects will be
determining where in the space plan to locate our storage needs. Also not shown
in these space plans is the location for showers. This space was a part of our wish
list and we expect it will be located on the ground floor; likely in the current
kitchen where the dishwasher is now. Our current restrooms shown on the
ground floor will be enlarged and possibly relocated to become handicap
accessible.

When the design teams meet next, we expect to be shown renderings of the
buildings and spaces. Architectural renderings show two- and three-dimensional
views of the proposed spaces. The goal is to illustrate a lifelike experience of how
a space, or building, will look before construction begins.

For more information contact Gary: barksdaleg74@gmail.com 
or 859-619-5012.
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In the past when I have done a horse for Horse Mania, I have selected
artistic designs that I felt were clever and pleasing. I had no trouble getting
a sponsor and someone to purchase my horse after the exhibit.
 
This time, while I'm not usually political with my work, I felt a strong need
to use this horse as a way to visually capture the strong feelings I have
surrounding the BLM movement. This design was not chosen to be
sponsored.
 
I was planning on just paying for the horse and doing it myself because I
felt it is an important statement. However, a friend suggested that I do
gofundme to allow others to participate in this important project and get
some publicity for “A Horse of a Different Color.”
 
As an artist, I have sought to use mixed media to create an aesthetically
pleasing work that people would hopefully appreciate and enjoy. Using my
art for societal commentary or political statements has not been my goal.
This work is literally “A Horse of a Different Color.” My goal was to create
something that makes a bold statement about our common humanity as a
nation and how as a white man, my eyes and heart are open to something
deeply important to our nation. 

This Horse of a Different Color is a black horse that proudly wears the
colors of diversity. Patterns based upon African prints encompass the vivid
colors of our jockey silks, uniting the past with the 
beauty of today. The areas left uncolored, the core of 
the horse, unapologetically convey Black Lives Matter.
We can continue a tradition of overlooking those who
have not only contributed to the foundations of horse 
racing, but also much to our nation's deep diverse
roots, or we can bet on the future that truly embraces
and celebrates all. 

That would be “A Horse of a Different Color."

Thanks for your support!
Dan Neil Barnes

Support “A Horse of a Different Color”: 
gofundme.com/f/help-support-the-horse-of-a-different-color

Dan's horse at the
intersection of MLK Blvd

and Main

“A Horse of a Different Color”

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-support-the-horse-of-a-different-color
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Require thorough background checks of all transfers or sales of weapons,
whether at a gun show, or private or personal. 
Raise the age at which a person may legally purchase any gun to 21.
Enact Extreme Risk Possession Laws (ERPOs, or “red-flag laws”) to prevent
those who are a danger to themselves or others from possessing or
purchasing a gun. 
Reinstate the ban that existed from 1994 – 2004 on assault style weapons that
have no place in the hands of civilians and are only meant for one purpose—
to kill as many people as possible in as short a time as possible. 
Ban the sale of high capacity ammunition magazines. 

Dear Senators McConnell and Paul: 

As Kentuckians whom you represent in the U.S. Senate, and as persons of faith,
we submit this petition to ask that you work urgently and swiftly to pass sensible
gun safety legislation to end the senseless gun violence that besets our nation. 

As people of faith, we think we have become a “gun-sick” nation, with concealed
weapons and assault weapons and large ammunition magazines as idols of false
worship for far too many people. As people of faith, we work to increase the love
and respect of, and between, neighbors in our cities, Commonwealth, and nation,
and we do not want to live in an armed society. 

The 5 legislative actions we recommend below are well within the bounds of
preserving and respecting the Second Amendment of our Constitution. The late
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia stated clearly: “Like most rights, the right [to
bear arms] secured by the Second Amendment is not unlimited:” …“the right was
not a right to keep and carry any weapon whatsoever in any manner whatsoever
and for whatever purpose.” You know this to be true. 

As your constituents, we humbly ask that both of you give your immediate
support to the following legislative actions, and as soon as possible. Let not one
more child die because of the lax gun laws and policies in this country. Not one
more human being.

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

Contact: 
Senator Mitch McConnell
Washington: 202-224-2541
Fax: 202-224-2499
Louisville Office: 502-582-6304
Lexington Office: 859-224-8286

Senator Rand Paul
Washington: 202-224-4343
Bowling Green Office: 270-782-8303

Petition by Rev. Nancy Jo Kemper
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To add your signature click on the picture, sign
on Sunday during church, or visit the church

during office hours.

https://bit.ly/WCCSignthePetition
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WCC Pride
This year’s Lexington Pride
Festival was Saturday, June 25. All
of us who volunteered in the
booth have one word in common
to say about the festival, WOW!
Woodland’s booth was busy with
visitors from the time it opened
until 7pm when we closed it
down. We had a prime spot along
the busy sidewalk and we ended
up under a shade tree. Can we
say God is Good? YES! ALL the
time God is
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Woodland has participated in the Pride Festival for many years. Woodland
was one of the very FIRST churches to take part of this festival. We believe
that ALL of us are children of God and all deserve to LOVE and be LOVED.
For John and I, this is a very near and dear ministry as we both have been
hurt by religion in the past. It is such a blessing to let others know that it is
okay to be yourself and that you are loved. Woodland is a safe place where
everyone is welcome at the table and is a place of acceptance and healing. 

We had a fun time kicking off Pride month by
painting the Lexington skyline the colors of the

rainbow with folks from Faith Lutheran at Pinot’s
Pallet on June 8. 

good. Per the local news, there was over 30K in attendance. 
This is the largest gathering to date for this event!
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It was GREAT seeing all of us sporting our NEW purple Woodland t-shirts.
These definitely stand out and are easy to spot. The highlight of this year’s
festival was seeing our Pastor wearing a shirt that read ‘THIS PASTOR
LOVES YOU’. Wow, what powerful words! Christy Jo had a great way to show
a lasting impression by offering everyone a ‘glitter blessing’. Needless to
say, this helped make our booth extra popular as all ages stopped by to see
what this was all about. She would say you are fearfully and wonderfully
made and then rub glitter on one’s arms! As we walked through the
festival, it was great seeing all the folks that had received this blessing. One
does like to be bedazzled. (LOL) 

Thanks AGAIN to ALL the volunteers who helped make this a huge success
again this year. We never know what can come of this ministry. I can only
imagine all the mustard seeds that were planted and to know that God is
happy with what we were doing for our community. For this, I say THANKS
BE TO GOD! 

Jimmy Owens
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JOY
We are JOYful because we have a lot of fun.  Last
month the JOY group went to The Castle and felt like
Kings and Queens! We had a great time with lots of
conversation and good memories.  We travel on the
second Wednesday each month to a destination to
learn or just see and very importantly have lunch.  All
are welcome for a JOYful time.

Our nex JOY outing is Wednesday, July 13.
We are going to Frankfort where we will
have lunch at Casa Fiesta restaurant, visit
the Frankfort History Museum, and stop at
the State Capitol grounds to admire the
Floral Clock. We are hoping for a chance to
meet Governor Andy Beshear during our
visit. Will we be leaving the church at
10:45AM, please arrive by 10:30AM to help
us determine who can carpool together.
We are excited for another fun and JOYful
outing. 

RSVP by July 8 to Jackie,
jackie@diachun.com, or Vicki,
vevaughn29@gmail.com

mailto:jackie@diachun.com
mailto:vevaughn29@gmail.com
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A service opportunity for anyone who would be willing to be a compassionate
advocate for persons who are facing the threat of losing their homes due to
eviction. The Catholic Action Center, led by Ginny Ramsey— has given her life to
the homeless and the poor in Lexington for over 2 decades in the spirit of the
Catholic Worker Movement—is seeking persons who might be willing to give 3
hours a week to serve as intermediaries between renters and landlords, as
compassionate listeners, as those who would point persons (the poor and
landlords) in the direction of resources that will help them avoid becoming
homeless.  They will do this from their home, and be provided with separate
google phones to undertake the work. Training will be provided, and the
appropriate resources for referral of those in jeopardy of losing their housing. We
will not be handing out any money, or meeting with individuals, other than
listening and talking people through problems on the phone. 

This program will start in mid-July. Rev. Nancy Jo
Kemper is going to be one of the volunteers, and
would be glad to talk with any Woodland folks who 
might like to consider this very important community 
service to our neighbors in need. Housing is in a crisis
in Lexington at the moment and our neighbors 
need our help.  

To learn more contact Rev. Nancy Jo at njk3422@gmail.com

Catholic Action Center

Receiving sun and giving shade,
their life’s a benefaction made,
and is a benediction said o’er
all the living and the dead.

In fall their brightened leaves, released,
fly down the wind, and we are pleased
to walk in radiance, amazed.
O light come down to earth, be praised.

O slowly, slowly, they return
to some small woodland let alone:
great trees outspreading and upright,
apostles of the living light.

As patient stars they build in air
tier after tier a timbered choir,
stout beams upholding weightless grace
of song, a blessing on this place.

They stand in waiting all around,
uprisings of their native ground,
downcomings of the distant light;
they are the advent they await.

Slowly, Slowly, They Return
Wendell Berry
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Poetry Night

mailto:njk3422@gmail.com
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"Now and Future Earth Care"

June and Conley Salyer share pictures from their vacation in the
European Union. From homes to businesses solar power is big 
in the small EU countries of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. 

Rest stop with ped walkway and
solar panels, Germany

House with solar panels, Austria
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Green Chalice

17th C Hotel, the future, Austria House with solar panels, Switzerland
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Join us in person or virtually for worship!

Fellowship at 9:30AM

Worship at 10:00AM
bit.ly/WoodlandZoomWorship
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799

Sunday Mornings
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Dear Woodland
Dear friends and fellow believers, 
Thank you so very much for praying for me during my recent long illness. It
was very comforting to know your entire church was joined in prayer.
When we get to visit Lexington again, I hope to attend a service at
Woodland. You are all precious to me. Romans 1:8- I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for all of you. 
With my love, 
Cindi Vinson
______________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for letting us use your church parking lot for our annual plant
sale once more! Enclosed please find a check for $210.95 (5% of our sale)
as a donation for your church. 
Best regards, 
Natalia Martinez
Treasurer, Down to Earth Garden Club
______________________________________________________________________________

Dear Gentlepeople, 
I hope that you will allow me to make a financial contribution to help
support the operations of your church. I have lived near your church for
many years and have seen how your church and its members share
resources and interact with various organizations in our community. Thank
you for being such a positive participant in our community.
Raleigh Watson
President of Aylesford Place Neighborhood Association 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
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WCC T-shirts
Click on the picture or call the church office (M-Th
8:30-1:30) to place your order. Adult and youth sizes
are available! Orders are due by Sunday, July 17 at
noon. Shirts are $10 each. Givelify or memo your
check: WCC T-shirts

http://bit.ly/WoodlandTshirt

