
for almost a year since June 13, 2021, our discernment circles helped us
hear from God and each other as we continue our faithful mission of living
love and loving all, and during Advent we wondered what it might mean for
us to become a house where the Holy will be born anew as we open our
hearts and doors ever wider to God’s dream for us. 

Following Advent God would soon invite us to partner with Winterwood
whose partnership would give us the resources we need to become all that
God intends for us to be. Throughout Lent and the days leading up to
Easter we considered what it might mean to know and believe that we are
all good enough. Through Kate Bowler’s book and devotions we practiced
“looking out for beauty and meaning and truth in the midst of our lives that
didn’t turn out like we thought they should.” 

We were reminded that the truth is this: perfection isn’t possible, but
transformation is.

Over the season of Easter we have been inspired by stories of dreamers
like Greta Thunberg, Amanda Gorman, Fred Rogers, Mother Teresa and
Jesus. All of them chose to share their God given gifts and shine their
unique light that has inspired hearts and minds and been a catalyst for
transformation across the world. 

Over the past two years I have heard from so many of your stories and
your dreams for Woodland Christian Church. And together we have been
hearing from God about God’s dream for Woodland to be a beacon of light, 

Reflecting on our two years of ministry together this week
has brought many smiles and an overwhelming sense of
awe as I marvel at the incredible sense of God’s presence at
Woodland Christian Church. 

A few of the highlights: we have been worshiping in-person 
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God is doing in our hearts and
Woodland Christian Church.

May each page of our lives and
ministry be filled with God’s light of
hope, peace, joy, and love as we
work to bring about the Kingdom of
God here on Earth that all might
know the liberating love of
Emmanuel, God with us.

love, and healing in our community. The metaphor of dancing has helped
us consider new ways of being and moving with the Holy Spirit. 

Thank you for daring to dance with dreamers and working to create your
own stories of freedom for your lives and our ministry together. Dancing
changes us: it transforms us, brings us to life, and awakens our senses.
Imagine the dreams and the heartbeat and the life stirring in Jesus and his
disciples as he readied them for their next chapter of ministry after he
ascended into Heaven. Now imagine the dreams, heartbeat, and life
stirring inside the Holy Spirit as we prepare for our next chapter of ministry
together!

Woodland is abundantly blessed with incredible people with wonderful
gifts of talent that our community and world is longing for! As you consider
your stewardship pledge for this coming year I invite you to also indicate
areas of ministry you are interested in sharing your time and energy with. I
am looking forward to all of the wonderful ways we will be the hands and
feet of Christ’s unconditional love in Lexington and beyond in this coming
year. 

As we begin Chapter 3 of our ministry together may we be transformed
and inspired by the Prophet Isaiah who tells us in chapter 43 of God’s
transforming presence: “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth;
do you not perceive it?” May we perceive and participate in the new thing
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Kell Academy closed its doors on Friday, May 27, 2022 after four years of
operation inside Woodland Christian Church. During the past four years,
more than 40 students and their families were served with many remaining
enrolled for 2 or 3 years. We accomplished amazing results in partnership
with our parents. Our term of service in now complete and we are excited
to have more flexibility and time to pursue new interests and challenges.

We so appreciate all the kindness and support that WCC has provided. Your
generosity of spirit and deed was enormous. All employees of Kell Academy
felt warm and loving vibes flowing from all WCC representatives that we
encountered in the building over the past four years. We were always
treated with respect and care.

In particular, Gary Barksdale was our rock. He was always responsive, kind,
and understanding. We could not have hoped for a better liaison to help us
navigate all our facilities needs and maintenance. We always felt like he
cared about our concerns as much as we did. I will never forget his support
and advice as he helped a new businesswoman work through the many
challenges associated with business ownership. He listened, heard, and
acted whenever we needed it.

All our families loved attending school inside WCC. They often commented
on the wonder of the location and the many amenities afforded our
students thanks to your forethought and generosity. WCC knows what it
means to share with; to support others; and to tenderly and lovingly serve
its community.

Kell Academy Closure
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We didn’t want to end our collaboration with WCC
even after we closed the preschool. Thank you for
allowing us to continue to rent one of the classrooms
to serve as an art studio in which we will have the
opportunity to spread out and have a dedicated
space to produce our art. We are grateful that we will
not need to say goodbye quite yet. We are not ready
to let go of our WCC family. 



M A R  -  A P R  2 0 1 9

GreenFest is Back!

On Saturday, June 4, Lexington’s GreenFest returns. 
Where: The Living Arts and Science Center, 362 N. MLK Blvd. 
When: 10AM-3PM 
The day will be filled with eco-friendly vendors and workshops* 
with ideas and inspiration for sustainable living. 

Cost: Vendor area is free. Shop & visit information booths.
Highlights: Tour the LexTran electric bus, view the film Habitat Earth at the
planetarium, local food trucks, and learn about the sustainable features of
the Living Arts & Science Center and the Kids Zone.

GreenFest is organized by Bluegrass Greensource, a non-profit educational
organization dedicated to providing environmental resources to schools,
community groups, local governments, and citizens in Central Kentucky.
With outreach to 20 counties, it inspires, equips, and empowers children
and adults with knowledge and tools to ensure clean, healthy, and
enjoyable environments for future generations. 

Green Chalice
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*All workshops are full.
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Poetry Night
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It’s a real revolution
Another day in His creation

 
Sing His praises and shout
What Woodland’s all about

 
Living love and loving all

It’s what we do it’s our call
 

Some say the church for gays
Real Christ like, is what I say

 
Run with it let this light shine

My story isn’t just mine
 

With a purpose He made me
It’s not ok to just be

Faith without action is not good
Years ago that is where I stood

 
Growth and progress go hand in hand

Don’t be idle and merely stand
 

So take hold and don’t let go
Choose Jesus and free your soul

 
Now you know what to do
Be brave and just be you

 
Pull up a chair if you are able

‘Cause all are welcome at His table

Divine Mover
by Alicia Bloyd

Join us for a candlelit evening of sharing your favorite poetry from the
comfort of your home. We invite you for fellowship and to share an original
or a favorite poem or two. When you arrive (log into Zoom), private
message Alicia and she will add you to the performers list.

http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
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Join us in person or virtually for worship!

Fellowship at 9:30AM

Worship at 10:00AM
bit.ly/WoodlandZoomWorship
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799

Sunday Mornings
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Dear Woodland
Dear Woodland Christian Church, 
Thank you for your gift to Bethany Fellowships on behalf of Rev. Christy Jo.
We are grateful for donors like you who are dedicated to supporting clergy
and the congregations they serve. With your help, we continue to invest in
the wellbeing of young pastors through meaningful relationships with
colleagues and mentors, and tools and practices to sustain ministries of
compassion and creativity. 
Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Melanie Harrell Delany, Co-Director/Pastor

WCC Pride Booth
Sign-up to work our Pride Booth on June 25! bit.ly/WCCPrideBooth

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
http://bit.ly/WCCPrideBooth


M A R  -  A P R  2 0 1 9

7

J U N E  2 0 2 2  I S S U E


