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ECHOES
“Woodland Christ ian Church is an open and af f i rming, 

dynamic community of  fa i th.  We are inspired by Jesus to
pract ice radical  hospi tal i ty and uncondit ional  love.

As chi ldren of  God, we str ive to care for the earth as we
serve others.We respect each indiv idual ’s journey as we

grow together in fa i th.”

A word from Christy Jo
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I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole
heart;

    I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
Psalm 9:1

 
Upon reflecting on my one year anniversary at Woodland I quickly
realized just how many stories there are to tell… The story of what it was
like to move to Lexington, KY and begin a new chapter at Woodland
Christian Church when all of us were still learning how to worship and get
to know each other virtually. The story of Gary Barksdale and Bruce
Lawrence making sure my office was in pristine shape and freshly
painted. The story of Jackie and Tim Diachun showing up at my office
door on June 1, 2020 on their wedding anniversary and my first day
serving Woodland to welcome me to Lexington and their beloved faith
community. The story of meeting Bernice Coleman and Laura Trippy
making sure I knew just how important the UK Wildcats are around here
during my drive-thru welcome parade! The story of Richard Day meeting
me on Zoom thirty minutes before worship every Sunday to chat about
our weeks and help make sure technology ran as smoothly as possible.

When I think about the stories of this past year I am filled with deep
gratitude for the ways we have been able to be the church together
despite the spatial distance and on-going trauma of living in the midst of
a pandemic. From the bottom of my heart, thank you, Church, for all the
ways you have remained faithful and steadfast to God, to one another,
and to Woodland Christian Church.

http://www.woodlandchristianlex.org/


I am filled with gratitude, hope, and excitement as we have closed one
chapter and now begin anew with Chapter 2. On June 13 we will return
to in-person worship in the Fellowship Hall and in the following weeks
and months we will take time to discern our mission and vision for
Woodland Christian Church, process our building needs, and decide
what kind of story we want to co-write with God and each other.

There are so many wonderful possibilities about what is next for us as a
faith community. I am honored and humbled to be on this journey with
you as we dare to dream, listen for God’s call, and trust in the Holy
Spirit’s guidance every step of the way. 

May this next chapter be our best yet!
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Welcome Chloe!
It’s a joy to welcome Chloe Specht to our faith community for the months of
June and July as she serves as our Student Intern to complete her field
education requirements for her Masters of Divinity from Asbury Theological
Seminary. 

Chloe received her undergraduate degree in Christian Theologies and
Ministries and English Literature from Mid-America Christian University in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She also studied abroad at Jerusalem University
College in Israel. Most recently, Chloe was a fellow with the Center for Public
Justice and in August she will move to Washington D.C. to begin a fellowship
with Sojourners Magazine. 

Welcome to Woodland Chloe, we are glad you are part of our story during this
season! Say hello to Chloe: chloe.specht@asburyseminary.edu 

Chloe Specht
Hello, friends! My name is Chloe Specht, and I’m 
so pleased to be joining Woodland as an intern 
this summer.  

Let me share a little bit about myself! I grew up in 
the foothills of North Carolina in a small, 
conservative community. My father was a pastor, 
and my family was very devoted to our conservative 
religious life. Although I struggled to feel seen and 
understood, I fully bought into  that faith and decided
that I would become a pastor just like my dad.  

After high school, I moved across the country to study the Bible and Christian
theology at a little  college in Oklahoma. At the end of this summer, I’ll wrap up
my Master of Divinity at Asbury  Theological Seminary. While the last several
years have been a season of tremendous  exploration and discovery, it has
been painful too because the transformation into the person I  am today has
come at a cost.  

I discovered liberation and pure open-mindedness through my education,
travel, and friendships, but I lost the trust of my conservative family. 

mailto:chloe.specht@asburyseminary.edu


I gained the freedom to identify as a queer person (just as God made me), but
in doing so I lost  the opportunity to pastor in the denomination that raised me.  

I found the clarity to discuss my religious trauma for the first time, but I lost an
internship at a  congregation that I thought loved me because of it.  

Usually, people want their stories to be linear – like the fairytales we heard as
a kid. We want  the hopeful beginning, some mild struggle in the middle just to
make things interesting, and  then a victorious “happily ever after” where all of
our hopes and dreams are finally fulfilled. But  life isn’t like that, is it?  

Our stories are cyclical. Highs and lows can come back-to-back. We make
what feels like a good  choice for one issue, but then get sidelined by a
different problem. This back-and-forth, this ebb  and flow, can be exhausting
to manage. Sometimes you just feel lost in the current of a  relentless ocean.  

It can be hard to accept that our stories are like that. But if this is what life is
like, then I am determined to relish in every little joy and stop to appreciate
every kind word because it was both the elating moments of my life and the
crushing moments that brought me to this community at Woodland. The hard
things and the wonderful things have brought me here, and I am grateful for
the journey even when it was difficult. Thank you for sharing this community
with me! 
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Check out our new website!
Be sure to check out our new website! We extend a big thanks to Janet
Brumfield who connected us with Michelle Dunlap for the beautiful
pictures on our website!



Dear Woodland
To my wonderful church family –
 
Thank you so much for the beautiful white roses that
you sent in memory of my sweet Aunt Jewell. I’ve
been enjoying them everyday as I cherish the
memories of my aunt and all the good times we
shared throughout the years. She especially loved
nature and enjoyed watching the flowers and the
birds from her window in the nursing home, so the
roses were a perfect gift! Your special care and
concern at this time means the world to me… thank
you again!

Janet Brumfield
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Starting on June 13th, we will have a new Sunday School Class! In this
class, we'll explore our stories through the lens of different biblical
characters and learn how God walks with us in every season and
circumstance.

New Sunday School Class
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SEEDS OF HOPE FOR RESTORING THE EARTH

It has been a joy and a blessing to be with the Youth and young 
children helping them prepare to plant seeds of hope. The future 
health of our planet lies with our children for they will reap the
goodness of the seeds we plant today. Seeds come in many 
shapes, sizes, and colors (just like people). Seeds can be ideas 
that we “plant” and nurture (just like people). As these ideas begin to take
root and rise above the ground they may need support from others to keep
them strong in order to reach their potential. In the garden, tomato plants
like to be near marigolds that ward off damaging insects (no need for
pesticides that can harm good insects). Good ideas, questions, and
curiosity can lead to information-gathering, all good indicators that God’s
creation is in good hands. 

How can we nurture these ideas and curiosity in our children, ourselves?
Kentucky is full of opportunities to enjoy and learn about the environment.
Besides having one of the best State Parks System in this region, here in
Lexington, The University of Kentucky Arboretum showcases beautiful
gardens and old-growth trees most labeled with information. Even the
geology of the land is explained along the wide walking paths. The
Children’s Garden is geared toward children 2-6 years old and their
families. The garden features child-sized representations of Kentucky’s
landscapes (natural and man-made, past and present) as well as themed
gardens including butterfly, vegetable and transportation gardens.
“Connecting children to nature while they are young helps build essential
skills and attitudes. Studies show that early nature connection can influence
enthusiasm and respect toward nature throughout a lifetime.”
http://arboretum.ca.uky.edu/ 

Another popular destination is Raven’s Run Nature Sanctuary. Raven Run
is a unique, 734-acre nature sanctuary located just outside of Lexington.
The park borders the Kentucky River and provides a great place for hiking
and wildlife viewing.

Close to home and right across the street from our church is Woodland
Park. With old-growth trees and a community flower garden, it provides up
close viewing of God’s handiwork. The newest garden is at the intersection
of Kentucky Ave. and High Street. Planted and maintained by Michler’s
Florist, it is a riot of color best viewed when crossing the street or from the
church steps.
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Green Chalice

http://arboretum.ca.uky.edu/
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Last and most important are the church gardens that have been planted and
nurtured by many gardeners through the years. The front gardens are
outlined with ground covers of Hardy Geraniums and Pachysandra with
Hostas and Iris providing color and texture. Providing shade is the glorious,
giant Japanese Maple. Thanks to the Youth for taking on this earth care
project to weed and plant more hope for this main entry to Woodland’s
sanctuary. Let’s keep an eye out for their inspired restoration of these beds!

Next and more familiar are the gardens on Kentucky Avenue. Along with
memorial Dogwood trees, most noticeable are the graceful Soloman’s Seal
that cover much of one raised beds on either side of the entry door. Ferns,
Wood Poppies, Lenten Rose, and Hostas fill in the remainder of the raised
beds with daffodils and tulips popping up here and there. 

Just around the corner is the Pollinator garden near the parking lot. Small
and compact, this garden is full of native, Kentucky plants that attract
pollinating insects such as bees, butterflies, and moths. Asters, Bone Set,
Sedum, Coneflower, Milkweed, and Goldenrod help feed and shelter these
important insects.  

We have much to be thankful for with many opportunities to plant seeds of
hope for our earth and its people. We thank God every day for these many
beautiful blessings. 
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Green Chalice

On the road again. On Wednesday, June 9 for the first time in over a year
JOY Group will be going on a road trip.  Our destination to see is the one
room schoolhouse at EKU for which Richard Day has overseen its
restoration as a museum.  We will first spend some time there with Richard
and then stop for lunch at Jackson’s in Richmond. Both Richard and Nancy
McKenney thought it would be a place where we would enJOY having lunch.  

To stay in the cool of the day at the schoolhouse we will go a little early. 
 Meet at the church just before 9:30 am and we will leave shortly after.  We
will use our own cars or car pool, whichever seems most appropriate and
comfortable.  There will be copies of written directions to the schoolhouse to
help with the trip.  Depending on what you order, lunch will cost in the $10 or
less range, excluding dessert.

Come JOYn in the fun.  Contact Jackie Diachun with questions. 

JOY
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Hello family!

May is typically the month where we start to get excited about the
upcoming summer and outdoor activities. As you all know, Camp
Wakon’Da-Ho was cancelled last year leaving a small but temporary
void in our youths summer spiritual growth plan. However, this
summer is going to be super exciting for some of our youth that have
decided to attend Camp in June! And to kick things off, we had a
couple of our youth and one energetic young lady attend Camp
volunteer clean up day on Saturday, May 15th. Ciara and Merry rode
with me and couldn’t stop talking about camp and all the things they
miss about camp along with traditions associated with going to camp.
For example, stopping at the Dairy Queen “on the hill” after leaving
camp. So needless to say, after a wonderful day of volunteering, we
took a detour on the way home to go thru the DQ drive thru!

Peace and blessings!
Alicia
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Youth
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June Salyer 1st
Janet Brumfield 14th
Leigh Carr 19th
Anna James 26th
Dillard Griffin 30th

June Birthdays

Thoughts and Prayers
Susan Barksdale, Gary Barksdale’s sister in-law, recovering from foot
surgery
Angela Biggs, undergoing chemo for lymphoma
Bill McKenney, Nancy McKenney’s father, recovering from a fall
Tim Owens, friend of Nancy McKenney, undergoing treatment for cancer
Bernice Coleman, recovering at home from a stroke

For our world and the impacts of COVID-19 

Remember Our Homebound
Libby Rountree, Anna Lee Hopkins, Stacey Kaufmann, 
Evelyn Ladd, Hattie Reeves

Prayer Concerns?
Contact Pastor Christy Jo
pastor@woodlandchristianlex.org
731.695.5489

Sunday at 10AM, Worship & Fellowship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920 
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-679

 

Sunday Worship and Fellowship

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920

