
Return to me with all your heart.
Joel 2:12

I find that following our Liturgical Calendar can be a helpful
way to mark time, especially as the pandemic blurs my
concept of time. So far this year we have journeyed
through Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Ordinary Time and
on Ash Wednesday, February 17 we will enter into the
season of Lent. The word “Lent” comes from an Old

English word for “lengthen,” and refers to the gradual lengthening of days in
late winter and early spring. 

Lent is a time of reflection, examination, and letting go. Living through a
pandemic, political unrest, and racial divides in our country, we have a lot to
let go of this year. I have always believed that Lent is about more than letting
our bad habits go. It is about replacing them with healthy ones. As we
examine what we need to let go of and what we need to add into our lives we
seek more than just personal transformation, but community transformation.

I wonder what God might be calling us to let go of in order to make more room
for God during this season as our days begin to grow lighter and longer.

Whatever it is that God is calling us to this season-- may we trust that God will
reveal God-self to us when we make room in our hearts and minds.

Return to me with all your heart declares the Lord in the book of Joel. Let us
consider in this Holy season of Lent the ways we are called to return to God
and to return to one another as we seek to live as the hands and feet of
Jesus.

ECHOES
“Woodland Christ ian Church is an open and af f i rming, 

dynamic community of  fa i th.  We are inspired by Jesus to
pract ice radical  hospi tal i ty and uncondit ional  love.

As chi ldren of  God, we str ive to care for the earth as we
serve others.We respect each indiv idual ’s journey as we

grow together in fa i th.”

A word from Christy Jo
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http://www.woodlandchristianlex.org/
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Lent Devotional

This year we will be using The Sanctuary for Lent by

April Casperson to journey through the 40 days of Lent

with a short devotion and prayer each day. 

Stop by and pick up your copy during office hours on

Monday-Thursday from 8:30-1:30 or let Brandi know

you would like a copy to be mailed to you by emailing

her at office@woodlandchristianlex.org. 

Donations of $1.25 to cover cost are accepted and not

required. If you would like to “go green” and purchase

a digital download you may do so at:

https://www.cokesbury.com/The-Sanctuary-for-Lent-

2021 
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Upcoming Events

_______________________________________________________________________________
 

You are invited to sign-up (bit.ly/SanctuaryVisit)

to visit the sanctuary for a meditative moment

and self-impose ashes or if you wish to pick up

a personal container of ashes and self-impose

at home you may pick up your ashes from 8:30-

1:30 on Wednesday. 

Should you need to pick up before Wednesday

you may arrange with Brandi in the office at

office@woodlandchristianlex.org. 

Join us on Zoom at 6:30pm for a brief vespers

service.

https://www.cokesbury.com/The-Sanctuary-for-Lent-2021
http://bit.ly/SanctuaryVisit
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Had enough of winter?  January this year has been rather mild weather wise.
But,  many of us have memories of winters past which were much different.
It was COLD, blustery, or if we were in a milder climate quite lovely. Conger
up those memories and be ready to share a winter memory, incident or JOY
with us on Wednesday, February 10 at 2:00 PM on ZOOM. Let us share the
warmth of stories with friends.  

Enjoy this picture of the Grand Canyon in winter!

The Zoom link for JOY is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87180710751

Or call and join on your phone
Meeting ID: 871 8071 0751
1-312-626-6799

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Sunday Worship and Fellowship
Sunday at 10AM, Worship & Fellowship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920 
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-679

_____________________________________________________________________________
 Book Club

Woodland Book Club meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 6:30 on Zoom.
There is no specific genre as each person takes a turn choosing a book for
the group to read. This is a no stress, no pressure group- just folks who love
to read & have discussions about books. We are reading Matthew
McConaughey’s memoir, Greenlights for our February meeting. To express
interest or learn more contact Angela Biggs: angelajunebiggs@hotmail.com
_____________________________________________________________________________

 

JOY

Open Circle
Thanks to all who shared in our joint project with Outreach.  We continue to
have meetings on hold but will be back in person when that is safely
possible. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87180710751
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
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Updates on Recycling

Due to the Covid-19 virus, Woodland has stopped taking 
all plastics because the company that takes #5 plastics has 
stopped taking them at Whole Foods. They have even stopped 
their mail-in program temporarily. If you care to save your containers for
shipping later (no free shipping) you may monitor the program by going to
Preserve.com/Gimme 5.

Some good news! Kroger has started taking plastic grocery bags, bread
bags, plastic shrink wrap, bulk items wrap (water, toilet paper), dry cleaning
bags, bubble wrap (including shipping bags that are lined with bubble wrap),
and any bag marked #4. Receptacles are located just inside the store.

If you buy the Simple Truth brand items at Kroger, a company called Terra
Cycle collects their "flexible" packaging such as plastic bags from nuts,
produce, frozen food, & bread, snack bags, baby food packaging, and even
empty meat packages such as bacon! Sign up at Terra Cycle.com/simple-
truth to learn more and print a free shipping label. Points are earned for a
non-profit or school of your choice. 

Woodland has been energetic in its efforts to keep plastics out of landfills
here in Lexington and beyond. Green Chalice thanks everyone for their care
of this precious earth, our home. Refuse, Reduce, Recycle when possible!

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Green Chalice

Outreach
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Open Circle and Outreach
program for January.  At the time of this writing the gifts have not yet been
ordered or delivered but will have been by the time you read this.  
A report of totals will come later. Thanks for sharing. 
-Janet Brumfield

 



M A R  -  A P R  2 0 1 9

Dear Woodland Family, 
Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gift. 
I pray that we will all find the new year filled with peace and quiet joy. 
God's peace, 
Kathy Egner

Dear Woodland, 
We all miss our “in-person” services- but realize that it is best for all of our
health & welfare. 
Godspeed! 
Cynthia Bohn

Dear Woodland Christian Congregation, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful flower arrangement given in empathy for
our family at the passing of my father. We deeply appreciate the thoughts,
prayers, cards, and other expressions of care during this difficult season in
our lives. We miss seeing you and pray God’s blessing upon your wonderful
congregation! 
With love in Christ,
Terry and Jan Lester

Thank you Woodland Church family for the beautiful flowers.  
I appreciate the care and support so much in this difficult time.  
Peace and Blessings,
Scott Ackerman
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Dear Woodland...



M A R  -  A P R  2 0 1 9 F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1  I S S U E

I hope to be as much a blessing to our Youth as they will be for me. The
month of January we studied Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, A Time for Everything.  One
of the activities involved writing a Haiku and reflecting on our scripture and
where or what season we might be in.

Please enjoy the following Haiku’s written by two of our youth.
 

Time is like a creek
Never still always flowing

Always adapting
-Merry Jess Parrent

 
In time of strife

We need to come together
To help each other

-Britton Carr

Thank you and I look forward to sharing more of what our Youth are doing
each month!

In His Name,
Alicia

Greetings Family! 

I am grateful and humble for this opportunity to work with
our Youth. I have worked with youth in the past when I was
involved with the National Scouting Museum and various
recreation positions both in KY and Pennsylvania. Although
my past is traditionally recreation based, I am super excited
to walk through this door that God has opened for me.

  

Youth Ministry- Welcome Alicia



M A R  -  A P R  2 0 1 9

Elizabeth Rountree 1st
Laca Woodson 7th
Lauren Smith 10th
Cynthia Bohn 11th
Beth Parrent 17th
Cheryl Wyatt 21st
Conley Salyer 22nd

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1  I S S U E

February Birthdays

Thoughts and Prayers

_____________________________________________________________________________________
 

Jane Mitchell, Stacey Steven’s wife, recovering from a hip replacement
Andy Brown, Tom Espisito’s brother, upcoming surgery
Melanie Biggs, recovering from COVID
Bill McKenney, Nancy McKenney’s father, recovering from a fall
Bernice Coleman, recovering at home from a stroke

For our world and the impacts of COVID-19 

Remember Our Homebound
Libby Rountree, Anna Lee Hopkins, Stacey Kaufmann, Evelyn Ladd,
Hattie Reeves

Prayer Concerns?
Contact Pastor Christy Jo
pastor@woodlandchristianlex.org
731.695.5489


