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Hope abounds at Woodland Christian Church! 

As we make our journey through the four weeks of Advent
we anticipate the coming of Christ. To begin Advent we lit
the candle of hope as our Regional Minister, Rev. Dr. Don
Gillett installed Chloe Specht as our Associate Pastor. Dr. 

A word from Christy Jo

ECHOES
“Woodland Christian Church is an open and affirming, 

dynamic community of faith. We are inspired by Jesus to practice
radical hospitality and unconditional love.

As children of God, we strive to care for the earth as we serve
others.We respect each individual’s journey as we grow together

in faith.”
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Don preached a powerful and prophetic message of hope! I cannot think of
a better way to begin this holy season! Thanks be to God! 

Our Advent theme this year is Angels Among Us. This season we are
contemplating what messages we can offer that will ease the voices of fear
and bring more hope, more peace, more joy, and more love to the world.

Along the way we are “Imagining A New World” with Rev. Dr. Terri Hord
Owens’ Advent devotional. Her reflections invite us to “reflect on God’s
vision for our world and how we might find the courage to imagine,
permission to change, and freedom to fear no more.”

This is a season for longing, for yearning, for hope. And not some material,
shallow, hope-- a deep hope that roots us in the present. A hope that sees
the world as it is and is attentive to God’s dream for the world as it can be.

Church, let us embrace Advent. A season that invites us to dwell
courageously in the shadows and truth, a season that lays us bare, that
invites us into the present as we practice holding what is, with what God
says is possible.

Each week we will share in the story of God’s liberating love through the
light of Christ. And we will invite this love and light to grow in us and
through us. Many blessings to you as you make room in your heart and
home for more hope, peace, joy, and love.

http://www.woodlandchristianlex.org/
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Beloved Woodland, 

Thank you all for welcoming me home so warmly! I am thrilled
to be back in Kentucky and to be a part of Woodland’s
community face-to-face once again. Thank you to everyone
who kept in touch while I was away in Washington, DC for my
fellowship year with Sojourners Magazine! I loved getting to 
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Welcome Home Chloe!

stay connected to Woodland virtually and value each and every one of you so
much. 

For those who I’m getting to know for the first time, let me share a little more
about myself: I was born and raised in the Appalachian south and made my home
in Hickory, North Carolina. My father and grandmother are both pastors, and so I
was brought up in the Church, although I frequently had harmful experiences in
those conservative Christian spaces. 

After high school, I obtained my bachelor's degree in Christian Ministry and
Theology from Mid-America Christian University in 2017, and I graduated with my
Master of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary in 2021. Additionally, I
studied abroad in Israel and Palestine in 2019 and earned a certificate in
Historical Contexts of the Bible from Jerusalem University College. 

At a glance, my path to Woodland seems accidental, but in retrospect, I see God
guiding me here every step of the way. In early 2021, I was looking for an
affirming church and found Woodland while combing the internet. I emailed
Pastor Christy Jo and later met with her in person. After leaving my conversation
with Christy Jo, I felt confident that Woodland was a safe place for me. 

In the summer of 2021, I began interning at Woodland while I was wrapping up
my Master of Divinity. During that time of my life, I still felt I had to remain
closeted out of fear for my safety and academic standing at a proudly anti-LGBTQ
seminary. Only a handful of close friends and family knew that I was queer, and
Woodland was such a loving and affirming space that I felt I could be out in this
community too. Woodland became the first place where I was publicly out, and it
felt so liberating to know that I didn’t have to hide that part of myself here.
Although the rest of my life was a different story, Woodland was a sanctuary
where I could be open and free. That summer was deeply healing and
transformative as I was welcomed as my whole self for the first time! 

Woodland holds such a special place in my heart, and I am over-the-moon to
begin a new chapter as your Associate Pastor. The primary areas of ministry that
I’ll be focusing on include social media strategy and engagement, youth ministry,
and children's ministry (among other projects as needs and opportunities arise).
I’m looking forward to developing and strengthening these ministries with your
help in the months ahead! 
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Additionally, I am also happy to be working
part-time with The Christian Church (DOC) in
Kentucky as the Staff Consultant to New
Church Ministry. In my role with the Disciples
regional office, I will be supporting pastors
across the bluegrass state as they plant new
congregations and revive established
congregations on the cusp of big changes. 

Thank you, once again, to everyone who
worked to bring me back home to Woodland.
I am so grateful for the support and love of
this vibrant congregation. I can’t wait to see
all of the beautiful things we will create
together! 

There is no place I’d rather be than with you,
Woodland. 

Warmth, Love, and Queer Joy to All, 
Pastor Chloe 

Conley Salyer, Rev. Dr. Don Gillett,
Pastor Chloe, Pastor Christy Jo

& Jimmy Owens

Rev. Dr. Don Gillett, Rev. Dave Carr,
Pastor Chloe & Pastor Christy Jo

Pastor Chloe & Pastor Christy Jo
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I have now been the Music Director at Woodland for just over a
month, and I want you to know it has been my absolute honor to
be part of the music ministry here! As you likely know, it is a
thrilling time to be part of this church! I expressed to Christy Jo
just last week that the energy on Sunday mornings is palpable! It
is apparent the members of this church are not only ready, but
also excited for continued growth (both literal and spiritual!),
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A word from Brandon

grounded in the inclusive, affirmative, life-changing love of God. And now, we get to
move through the Advent and Christmas season together, which just so happens to
be one of my favorite times of the year; a time of intentional anticipation, reflection,
and action! 

The four Advent candles we light on the Sundays preceding Christmas represent
hope, peace, joy, and love. As I ponder these words, I find myself in awe of the hope I
have found in my ability to be my authentic self at Woodland, the peace I have
discovered as I continue navigating my own faith journey, the joy my heart feels
because Matt and I are part of this family, and the affirming love each of you have
expressed to Matt and me. Furthermore, I also think about the active nature of hope,
peace, joy and love, as these are virtues we can be to those around us - virtues that
serve as a call to action in our own lives. Truly, we can feel honored to be the hope,
be the peace, be the joy, and be the love to an otherwise seemingly weary world.
Without telling anyone what to do, might I suggest we ask what this action looks like
in our own lives?

In other news, I am encouraged by our recent choir rehearsals and am happy to
report that close to 15 folks have either begun singing with us, or plan to sing with
us! I would love to see this number continue to grow, so if you have any interest in
being part of the Woodland Choir, let me know! Please know that you do NOT need a
musical background to sing in the choir. If you are interested, but unsure if it is a
good fit, feel free to sit in on a rehearsal, or part of a rehearsal (9:10AM on Sunday
mornings in the choir room) so you can get an idea of what it is like. I assure you that
you will not be pressured in any way to join. Also, several have offered their musical
talents for special music on Sundays, so we can look forward to hearing these talents
in the future! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out!

Woodland, thank you for being the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love you didn’t
even know I needed. In my short time here, I have learned that it would not matter
who it was, or where they were on their journey, you would extend this same holy
embrace to anyone seeking refuge, and this is what makes Woodland so special. Our
church is truly a haven for all, and I am grateful to call Woodland Christian Church
my home. Moving through the Advent and Christmas season, may we use the
symbolic preparation for Christ’s birth as an avenue to anticipate things to come,
reflect on things that have been, and continue to actively move the mission of this
church – “living love and loving all!” – forward! 
 
Blessings,
-Brandon
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Green Chalice

Holiday lights
Computers, printers, copiers, printer cartridges, & toner cases
Cables & cords
Microwave ovens
TVs & monitors intact (no broken screens)
Vacuum cleaners
CDs, DVDs, and their cases, VHS & cassette tapes
Small corded items such as hair dryers, toasters, & radios
Handheld games
Laptops & electronic tablets
Cell phones

The electronic waste (e-waste) discarded in 2021 weighed more than
the Great Wall of China.
Electronics contain hazardous materials like lead, mercury, & cadmium
which leach into the environment when placed in landfills.
Less than 20% of e-waste is properly recycled.
E-waste contains valuable materials that can be extracted through
proper recycling. It’s estimated that un-recycled e-waste contains $57
billion worth of recoverable precious metals.
Only 25 states and Washington, DC have some kind of e-waste
legislation, either mandating the recycling of e-waste, prohibiting export
to other countries, or banning disposal in landfills.

Tis the Season for Recycling Electronics!

Just a few reminders that all Fayette County residents may recycle the
following items at the facility at 1306 Versailles Road:

For more information, please go to: lexingtonky.gov/electronics-recycling or
check your city for locations.

Did you Know?

Source: ecowatch.com November, 2022
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https://www.lexingtonky.gov/electronics-recycling
https://www.ecowatch.com/
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JOY
There will be no JOY group outings in December or January. We will
celebrate the holidays with lots of JOYful spirits! We will begin considering
our next JOY group outings in February. Call Vicki, 859-420-8684, or
Jacqueline, 859-321-1535, with ideas.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL AND TO ALL A GOOD NIGHT!!!

WCC Bylaws
The Woodland Christian Church Board is presently considering changes to
our church Bylaws. You may recall some discussion of this during our most
recent congregational meeting. You can view our current Bylaws at
bit.ly/WCCBylaws, with a few proposed changes in red.

I would like to present any proposed changes for the Board’s consideration
after the holidays, hopefully in February. That should allow enough time for
members of the congregation to comment and suggest any other changes
we might consider.

I should note that the Board is not empowered to change the Bylaws. That
right is reserved for the congregation.

I hope to work with the Board to prepare a draft for the congregation to
consider at our congregational meeting next summer.

I hope everyone will look over the draft to gain a sense of how the church
operates. Then, if you have any changes to suggest, please send your ideas
to Richard Day at reday00@gmail.com.

Thanks, in advance, for your help.
Richard

Children's Ministry
Save the Date: January 15, 2023!

Parents are invited to stay after
worship to meet with Miss June &
Pastor Chloe to discuss your hopes and
dreams about Children's Church at
Woodland! Come find out what a
“flannel graph” is!

https://bit.ly/WCCBylaws
mailto:reday00@gmail.com
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Tis the Season!
Note from the Board
Staff Christmas
We are beginning our annual opportunity to thank our staff for their many
contributions. Please consider a gift of cash for this purpose. Make checks
payable to Woodland with a memo for staff gifts.

Beth & Ciara Siesel
decorating for Advent!

Conley Salyer & Rita Day
decorating for Advent!
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God’s Food Pantry
You are invited to bring non-perishable items to fill our big blue bin
throughout the month of December. You may use this guide as inspiration! 

https://bit.ly/WCCChristmasEve


M A R  -  A P R  2 0 1 9

Join us in person or virtually for worship!

Fellowship at 9:30AM

Worship at 10:00AM
bit.ly/WoodlandZoomWorship
Meeting ID: 817 9112 1920
Dial in: +1-312-626-6799

Sunday Mornings
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Poetry Night

Join us for a candlelit evening of sharing your favorite poetry from the
comfort of your home. We invite you for fellowship and to share an original
or a favorite poem or two. When you arrive (log into Zoom), private
message Alicia and she will add you to the performers list. 

Dreams
by Conley Salyer

 
While I slumber

Dreams are seen clearly
When I awaken

Memory is vapor, merely

God Created Art
by Donna Redmon

 
Art creates beauty

Art comes from the creator
God created art

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81791121920
http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
http://bit.ly/WCCPoetryNight
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